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Earlier this month, after tireless work from the 
CGA team, we secured approval from Cambridge 
International to register as a provider with them. 
This is another feather in our cap, and I am proud 
of all of the hard work that it took for us to get 
here. On the 19th of August, Education Today 
wrote a great article regarding this 
accomplishment. We wanted to share it with our 
CGA Community.

CGA ACHIEVED CAMBRIDGE 
INTERNATIONAL’S APPROVAL.

A Pathway Cleared to Top Tertiary 
Institutions
Crimson Global Academy wins Cambridge International’s approval.

With high achieving founders and distinguished 
staff, online school Crimson Global Academy 
(CGA) has always focussed on achievement and 
its latest milestone is acceptance into the 
Cambridge International Community of schools.

Associated with the University of Cambridge, the 
Cambridge International Pathway combines a 
world-class curriculum, high-quality support for 
teachers and integrated assessment, including 
Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International 
AS & A Level qualifications, which are recognised 
by universities worldwide.

Kathleen Lloyd-Parker, Cambridge International 
Senior Country Manager for Australia, New 
Zealand, Pacific Islands, New Guinea says, “Our 
Cambridge Pathway gives students a clear path 
for educational success from age 5 to 19. Schools 
can shape the curriculum around how they want 
students to learn – with a wide range of subjects 
and flexible ways to offer them.

“It helps students discover new abilities and a 
wider world, and gives them the skills they need 
for life, so they can achieve at school, university
and work. Cambridge International registered 
online schools offer students and their families 
the flexibility to access a high-quality curriculum 
in a way that meets their needs.”

Once a school is registered, they become part of a 
global community of schools and gain access to a 
unique range of teaching and learning resources, 
professional development opportunities – and a 
world-class curriculum and wide range of 
qualifications for 5- to 19-year-olds.

Schools who wish to join 
Cambridge International must 
meet a set of quality standards 
that cover how the school is 
managed, its educational values 
and the quality of its teaching 
and learning. 
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John Morris, principal at Crimson Global 
Academy, was committed to Cambridge 
International from the outset and wanted 
Crimson students to undertake Cambridge 
International examinations. Crimson students 
choose to be part of CGA and therefore are 
motivated to succeed. Their results to date 
indicate that they will succeed in the Cambridge 
International system because Crimson 
emphasises independent, motivated and active 
learning.

Crimson Global Academy achieved a valuation of 
$622.45 million following a recent round of 
fundraising. CGA is one of the fastest-growing 
online high schools with over 850 students 
currently enrolled across over 25 countries. 

As one of their latest investors, HEAL Partner 
Martin Dalgleish, says, “We are very pleased to 
invest in Crimson and support its ambition in 
becoming the clear global leader in the delivery 
of K–12 Education online through Crimson 
Global Academy. The opportunity to disrupt the 
global K–12 education sector is substantial, and 
Crimson has already demonstrated the ability to 
scale the college consulting business globally.”

Founder and CEO Jamie Beaton says, “A number 
of factors have contributed to the rise of online 
education. The Covid-19 pandemic spurred on 
rapid and scaled uptake, and is among the 
biggest catalysts. However, at Crimson we 
already looked at online education as being a key 
element to providing world-class schooling to 
students no matter where they are based. What 
we have found is that when technology is 
designed and implemented deliberately with the 
learning experience in mind, both students and 
teachers benefit. 

Online education provides more flexibility 
without compromising on quality, and can even 
be more tailored and personalised than 
traditional schooling.”

“One of the core challenges behind online 
education is that, while the pandemic helped 
bring it to the fore, many weren’t prepared with 
adequate systems and technology to ensure a 
good, high-quality experience.

“In the case of CGA and its experience with 
online education, the opportunities include 
accessibility of high-quality, consistent and 
supported learning no matter where in the world 
a student may live; flexibility to work school 
schedules around other extracurricular activities 
without compromising on learning outcomes; 
and options to accelerate learning due to ability- 
led education instead of age-based categorising. 
It also fosters different and more global 
connections as students learn with other 
children across the world.”

The Crimson team wants to help students across 
the world to achieve better education outcomes, 
whether that is by helping them become 
admitted to the world’s best universities or 
starting earlier with gaining access to world-class 
education.

Since Crimson‘s foundation, some 5,000 
students have received offers from world-leading 
universities in the US and UK including Stanford, 
MIT, UChicago, Duke, UCL, Imperial College 
London, LSE, King’s College London and more. 
Crimson has also assisted its students in securing 
over US$68m in scholarship funding and 
financial aid.

END OF ARTICLE

Our team at CGA is always working hard behind 
the scenes, but it is important to stop and 
celebrate success.

John Morris, ONZM
Executive Principal
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Principal, CGA

Over the course of the past few months the 
school has been preparing to become a member 
of the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC). WASC acts as a vehicle to 
ensure schools maintain a cycle of continuous 
development. They will provide advice and 
guidance and essentially provide an external 
quality control mechanism for our school. As 
part of this process, last week there was an 
extensive series of meetings with staff, parents 
and students.

I want to thank all of our community for being so 
generous with their time to support us. While the 
report will not be available for some time the 
initial feedback has been very affirming of the 
school’s culture, staff and school aspirations for 
its students.

Professional development of our staff is a 
priority. Given that, it is pleasing we have 
managed to assemble a number of our European 
based staff in Stratford for a few days of intense
learning and socialisation. The programme will 
utilise the established strengths of our staff and 
will be a particular help to our new staff in 
particular. My particular thanks to our Head of 
Greenwich, Dr Andrew Daniel for his effort in 
organising all aspects of this programme.

Pastoral care within our school provides an 
important layer of care to enable students to 
maximise their learning opportunities and enjoy 
success. Currently we have our deans doing the 
bulk of this work. Starting with the Greenwich 
September 2022 cohort we will extend our form 
teacher support so that all full time students join 
a small form class. These classes will enable 
stronger and quicker communication with 
families.

Form teachers will be tasked with dealing with a 
number of day to day issues that arise. 
Communication will be channelled to form 
teachers as an early point of contact with the 
school. As well as this there will be an assembly 
held every Friday (9am GMT). These assemblies 
will act as a way to acknowledge students 
success, highlight issues of current concern and 
also provide opportunities for our student 
leaders to advise of activities within the school.

As we start the new school year it is a pleasure to 
introduce a number of new staff to the school.  
The teaching staff are a huge asset and are the 
heartbeat of our engaging academic programme.  
Our new staff with only enhance the 
considerable strength of our current staff.  
Welcome to CGA.

AUGUST 2022 EDITION CGA.SCHOOL
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OUR NEW TEACHING STAFF

  

Ms Emer Kearney English

Mrs Naomi Norris English

Mr Jon Linklater Science

Mr Brian O’Connell Science

Mrs Julie Martin Science

Mr Ronan Kearney Science

Mr Callum Stoner Mathematics

Ms Kerry McLennan Mathematics

Mr Michael Caley Commerce

TEACHING DEPARTMENTSTAFF NAME

  

Ms Jessica Jay Psychology

Ms Jessica Goddard English

TEACHING DEPARTMENTSTAFF NAME

The school intends to introduce a house system 
starting in September 2022. Initially we intend to 
start with 4 houses, 2 Aoraki based with 2 centred 
around the Greenwich campus.

Names, colours and identifiers (like mascots) are 
yet to be confirmed. Initially the houses will 
enable intra school competitions and leadership 
opportunities for students. 

HOUSE STRUCTURE

Also joining our team of full time teachers from part time positions

To maximise the value of our Houses we will 
move to having our Pastoral Care structured 
around these Houses. Given the substantial 
nature of these changes these changes will be 
introduced for the Aoraki February 2023 intake

Mark Phillips
Principal, CGA
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS

AORAKI AUG. 2022-23:
Sep 5-11: Internal CGA Examination 1
Sep 22: Progress Reports sent to Parents.
Sep 26-29: Parent Teacher Meetings

Max Thomson
Deputy Principal, CGA

GREENWICH SEP. 2022-23:
Sep 2: Term 1 begins Friday
Sep 5-9: CEM testing week in Form Classes

AORAKI FEB. 2022:
Sep 12: End of Year Reports (and Pre-IG 3rd 
Reports) sent to Parents.

AORAKI MAY 2022:
Sep 5-11: Internal CGA Examination 2
Sep 22: Mid Year Reports sent to Parents.
Sep 26-29: Parent Teacher Meetings
Sep 30: Term 2 ends on Fri. (Sun. for Weekend 
classes

GREENWICH JAN. 2022:
Sep 12-18: Internal CGA Examination 3 (ends on 
19th for Part Time classes)
Sep 30: End of Year Reports (and Pre-IG 3rd 
Reports) sent to Parents.
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At CGA our approach to online education is designed 
to optimise the student learning experience. 

Students embark on an educational journey that 
drives them to achieve their full potential.



Sarah Yock
CGA Senior Product Manager

Our new look CGA 
Home is here!

TECHNOLOGY SECTION
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This month, Senior Product 
Manager, Sarah Yock takes you 
through our latest updates.

Your child will notice our new look CGA Home. 
While retaining all of the previous functionality, 
we have refreshed branding and colors in line 
with the CGA Parent Portal.

NEW FOR PARENTS:
PARENT PORTAL FEATURE UPDATE

You are now able to:

View teacher feedback
Justify past absences directly.

NEW FOR STUDENTS

You now have the ability to justify your child's 
past absences through the Timetable and 
Attendance page of the Parent Portal, and see live 
updates on the status of absences. 
Click here to view our guide on how this works.

JUSTIFY ABSENCES

Erina
Japan

“The new Parent Portal contains 
most of the information about my 

daughter’s up to date academic 
progress and it’s easy to use.”

CGA.SCHOOL

WHAT PARENTS AND STUDENTS 
ARE SAYING

Jonathan
New Zealand

“CGA is “really cool”; I can learn 
online from people from overseas; 

for example from Indonesia”

From time to time your child’s teachers may 
want to share feedback with you. We will now 
include this within the parent portal making it 
easier to access.

TEACHER FEEDBACK

We’ll be adding further exciting enhancements 
designed to benefit our families. Keep a watch 
out in our future newsletters for updates.

WHAT’S COMING NEXT?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJo-BJXPGX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJo-BJXPGX0
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Induction Day

The highlight of the session was when the 
student mentors introduced themselves and 
extended their hands to welcome and offer 
various help to the new students. It was organic 
and authentic, and reflected the ethos of the 
school. The students were excited and engaged, 
with lots of questions. Our thanks go out to the 
Student Mentors: Maryam El-af, Isabella Silva, 
Caitlin Cameron, Hakkei Sekine, Eaindray Mo, 
James Dagan, Sara Hamaguchi and Aikah Zungu.

The day wrapped up with an optional 'Tech Drop 
in Session' hosted by Rebecca Close and Edie 
Griffiths. This was an opportunity for the 
students to ask any questions which would help 
them to hit the ground running with classes 
starting on Monday. All in all, it was a great day. 
Well done to all of the Greenwich team who 
worked tirelessly to make the day such a 
resounding success!!

On Friday 2nd September, we hosted the 
Greenwich September 2022 intake through an 
Induction Day. It began with the inaugural 
assembly which was hosted by our Principal 
Mark Phillips and our Head of Greenwich Dr 
Andrew Daniel. The students were welcomed to 
CGA, and the opportunities and expectations of 
the school were outlined to them. 

We then ran an extended Pastoral Care Group.  
This was run by Beth Haresnape, Director of 
Pastoral Care and Kenneth Knight. This was a 
vital session, discussing the details of academic 
programmes, academic enrichment, the extra- 
curricular programme, student leadership 
opportunities, and pastoral support for students 
at CGA. Other Form Time teachers stopped in to 
introduce themselves to the students.

CGA STUDENT MENTORS

Name Country CGA Courses CGA ECLS

Maryam El-af Qatar (GMT +3)
AS: Mathematics, Economics, and 

Biology A2: Psychology and English 
Lit. // +EPQ

Psychology Club, MUN Club, Mock Trial 
Club (secretary), and CGA Press

Isabella Silva South Africa 
(GMT+2)

AS Mathematics, English Literature, 
Law, Economics, and History. AP 
Physics, Physics Mechanics, and 

Psychology

International Motivational Speaker, 
Social media influencer (teen_matters) 

leading a CGA student team, public 
speaker, Eisteddfod adjudicator, Vocalist

Caitlin Cameron South Africa 
(GMT+2)

AS Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, 
History, English Literature, and EPQ.

Website Development Club, Maths Club, 
MUN Club, Psychology Club, Art Club, 

CGA Press, CGA Student Council

Hakkei Sekine Japan (GMT+9) A2 Mathematics, Physics, Economics 
and AS Chemistry

CGA Student Council, CGA Press, 
Economics Club, Year Book team

Eaindray Mo Myanmar 
(GMT+6:30)

A2 History, English Literature, 
Economics, EPQ

CGA Student Council, CGA Press, Mock 
Trial Club, Piece of Peace

James Dagan United Kingdom 
(GMT +1:00) A2 History and Mathematics Web Development

Sara Hamaguchi Japan (GMT+9) A2 Mathematics, IG English Lit, 
History, Biology, Psychology

Piece of Peace (founder), MUN Club, 
Scholar's Society

Aikah Zungu South Africa 
(GMT+2)

A2 English Lit, English Language, 
Business + EPQ
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Tauranga-based CGA student, Ellen Thompson, 
15, was recently awarded first place in the senior 
secondary science division of the Bay of Plenty 
Regional Science & Technology Fair in New 
Zealand. She also took home the Statistics award 
for the excellent use of statistical analysis and 
received the Kiwianas, second overall in fair 
award.

Ellen competed at the fair with an investigation 
into ‘the effects of peppermint oil on short-term 
memory’, a project she began to explore last year 
to challenge the assumptions that psychology is 
a ‘soft science’. 

The inquisitive and altruistic teen is proudly 
involved in leadership both as a part-time CGA 
student, as a member of the student council, and 
at her full-time school, ACG Tauranga as a 
Learning Pillar Ambassador.

Originally from the U.S. where Ellen was raised 
until 11 by British parents, she has revelled in 
being a “global citizen” she says, as she studies 
A2 Psychology 2 years ahead of her age, along 
with the extended research project (EPQ); 
advanced subjects which were not available to 
study at her ‘brick and mortar’ school. 

ELLEN THOMPSON

Student Spotlight

Ellen’s sights are set on studying Biology at 
university and is hoping to apply to top-ranked 
universities in the US, UK and New Zealand. Her 
plans for the years ahead are to study English
Literature and the extended research project to 
AS level, whilst taking Maths, Chemistry, 
Biology, and Psychology on to complete the full 
A2 level, allowing her to focus more on STEM- 
based subjects. 

Studying at an advanced pace, she says: “CGA 
has really changed my mindset with my studies.
Prior to joining CGA, attending those top 
universities seemed pretty much impossible but 
CGA has really broken it down and seem so 
doable that I am working towards hopefully 
studying abroad after school.”

She says securing an A grade over the past year 
along with strategic meetings with Mr. Fan and 
other advisors about her potential has really 
contributed to her self-esteem and boosted her 
confidence.

“Doing the advanced course has 
shown me exactly how I need to 
study along with the fact that it 
is possible, that these A levels 
are doable and something I can 
cope with.”



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

AUGUST 2022 EDITION CGA.SCHOOL

In her spare time, Ellen says she enjoys balancing 
her heavy workload by spending time with her 
social group on the weekends as well as teaching 
horsemanship and riding horses; a hobby she has 
devoted herself to for the past 13 years. 

When asked what words of advice she might 
share with other CGA students, she says:

The evening could not have been possible 
without Sam Kitson adding her amazing
technical support behind the scenes to ensure 
that the presentation reflected the 
professionalism of CGA and the branding was on 
point. It was a very successful evening. All of the 
hard work was worth it with the parents being 
engaged and visibly impressed by what CGA has 
to offer their children, and the future 
opportunities that being part of the school can 
open up to them. This was illustrated by the great 
questions they asked to see how they could better 
support the children to enjoy the full CGA 
experience.
Well done team!!

“I’ve tried to convince a lot of my friends to 
take on an additional subject or to study at 
an advanced level, especially in a subject 
they are passionate about. It is definitely a 
leap to take on an advanced subject and 
there are a lot of unknowns around whether 
the workload is manageable but I think you 
should go for it. You’ll never know if you 
don’t try.”

On Thursday Evening we hosted an online 
parent information evening, targeted at the 
parents of the Greenwich September intake. We 
had a global and diverse audience. Our Principal 
Mark Phillips and our Associate Principal Mark 
Vella created, and delivered, a vibrant and 
informative presentation. Sarah Yock, our Senior 
Product Manager, was present to give parents 
information on the parent portal and to help 
answering their IT questions. Jess Silcock, our 
Community Director, was there to host the 
evening. She created a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere.

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
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Greenwich student (January PT), 
Nastasya Anokhina gained a place at a 
summer school at Harvard. She attended 
the Harvard Pre-College Program.

Nastasya said “ I think is a great 
opportunity for high school students to 
learn what college is like.” It sounds like 
an amazing experience!!

A SUMMER SPENT IN HARVARD

This weekend both of the Good 
brothers Max and Oscar, represented 
the school at the Škoda Northern 
tour.
It was fantastic to see Crimson 
Global Academy’s colours being 
worn with pride alongside the more 
established schools.

Well done to both Max and Oscar!

ŠKODA NORTHERN TOUR

Max and Oscar
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Max ready to start

ŠKODA Northern Tour

Oscar waiting to compete

Oscar about to start



REIMAGINING 
LEARNING FOR 

THE FUTURE

CRIMSON GLOBAL ACADEMY
An Independent School
New Zealand Ministry of Education registered
CEEB Code: 703001
MoE School Number: 921

CONTACT US
admissions@cga.school
www.cga.school

FOLLOW US

Facebook

YouTube

Instagram

LinkedIn

CGA.SCHOOLAUGUST 2022 EDITION

mailto:admissions@cga.school
https://www.cga.school/us/
https://www.facebook.com/crimsonglobalacademy/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwOW2cz1PwyLL2MhMGqRMTw
https://www.instagram.com/crimsonglobalacademy/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crimsonglobalacademy/

