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These are the values that shape our School:

LEARNING
We value inquiry and intellectual growth of all 
students and staff, recognising their different 
learning needs, encouraging them to be creative, 
engaged and lifelong learners. We will offer a rich 
and stimulating educational experience, and a 
supportive and industrious learning 
environment.

DIVERSITY
We value the acceptance and fair treatment of all
people in our community. Social justice and 
compassion are highly regarded and actively 
pursued. We encourage the development of a 
wide range of curricular and extracurricular 
opportunities throughout the School to help 
facilitate individual talents and interests. We aim 
to create an environment in which every student 
feels valued as an individual.

INTEGRITY
We value strength of character, honesty and 
courage, guided by a strong moral code of 
behaviour.

Provide an effective, challenging and 
transformative new kind of schooling
Provide access to cutting edge 21 st Century 
technologies
Aim to develop within our students the 
‘whole person’
Seek to connect to a global learning 
environment
Aspire for our students to be architects of 
their own lives
Provide a vibrant and diverse programme of 
extra-curricular activities
Foster a positive school culture that 
permeates the entire operation of the school

Vision provides the sense of purpose of a school 
and a set of goals to work towards:

Our values convey the beliefs that positively 
influence our behaviour and the way we interact 
with individuals, groups and communities. They 
represent the deepest beliefs and sentiments to 
which we can aspire, and they shape our School 
community. 

VISION AND VALUES

+ CGA VISION

+ CGA VALUES
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EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL UPDATE

EXCELLENCE
We value the process of striving for excellence, 
recognising both relative and absolute standards 
of excellence, and the desire to produce one’s 
best at all times. We seek to realise the potential 
of every student by providing challenge and 
encouraging initiative.

LEADERSHIP
We value leadership and teamwork, underpinned 
by a strong ethical dimension. The notion of 
gratitude and ‘giving back’ is an essential feature 
of our leadership programmes.

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY
We value community, both within and outside 
the School, and the need for all citizens to be 
positive and productive members of society. CGA 
will provide a supportive environment where 
everyone feels that they belong. We seek to 
provide cooperation with the wider community 
and, in particular, to build partnerships with 
local and international schools.

John Morris, ONZM
CGA Executive Principal
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Corner 

Mark Phillips
Principal, CGA

Our Aoraki AS and A2 students start their 
examinations next week. It is the culmination of 
a year’s intensive study and preparation and we 
all wish you well. Staff are available for last 
minute questions and support. Don't hesitate to 
ask them. 

Given the examinations extend into the first 
week of term 4 full time AS classes will resume
Tuesday 25th October. 

The people whose names adorn each House 
represent entrepreneurship, excellence, critical 
thinking, global citizenship and leadership - 
qualities we encourage you to embrace. 

Our school represents high performance and 
celebrates diversity - of thought, identification 
and of ambition. 

We challenge you to leave your mark on the world, 
and to inspire future generations to do the same.
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EXAMINATIONS

INTRODUCING CGA HOUSES: 
LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY 
OPPORTUNITIES

Crimson Global Academy is pleased to introduce 
a House system. We will start with four houses 
with two across each of our Edexcel campuses, 
Greenwich and Aoraki. The house system will 
form the backbone of our intra school 
competitions. The House system also gives us 
the potential to adapt our pastoral care support 
structures in the future.

As the school grows additional houses will be 
added. 

Students will be randomly added to houses 
shortly. 

CGA Houses serve as beacons of CGA’s values, 
principles and our spirit of global citizenship. 
Our vision in selecting these Houses is to reflect 
the potential we see in each of you, as members of 
this truly global community.

The House names are: 

Details of each school crest will be revealed 
throughout the week starting Monday, October 
10 and including Greenwich assembly Friday, 
October 14.

AORAKI :

HAWKING

 
MALALA 

ELON

MORRISON

GREENWICH :



A COMPELLING 
ONLINE HIGH- 

SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE
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Small, live classes and a highly interactive 
experience means students enjoy meaningful and 

productive relationships with teaching staff.
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IMPORTANT EVENTS IN OCT-NOV

GREENWICH SEP. 2022-23:
Oct 5 - 11 Internal 
Oct 21 Progress Reports sent
Oct 24 - 28  Mid Term Break
Nov 1 - 4 Parent-Teacher Meetings

CGA Examination 1

Max Thomson
Deputy Principal, CGA

 Examinations can only be sat during the examination session as students receive answers when they 
return and check their examination. There is no ‘Late Exam’.
 If your son/daughter has an unavoidable known / expected event on the date of the examination eg. a 
national sports team, an olympiad competition, a national examination, they should ask their teacher 
how to complete a Special Examination Request Form 2 weeks prior to the examination session. Proof 
of their attendance in the event will be required.
 If a student has an unavoidable unknown / unexpected event on the date of the examination, then an 
examination mark may be assessed. Parents are required to provide proof of the event before a grade 
will be assessed.

A reminder to parents to write the relevant Examination Session dates below into your calendars and aim 
to prioritise these so your children [and you] can get feedback on their progress. 

Please note:
1.

2.

3.

AORAKI AUG. 2022-23:
Oct 24 Labour Day
Nov 24 - 30 Internal CGA Examination 2

AORAKI MAY. 2022 :
Oct. 24 Labour Day
Nov. 14 - 20 Internal CGA Examination 3

GREENWICH JAN. 2022:
Oct 24 - 28  Mid Term Break
Nov. 28-Dec 1 Internal CGA Pre-IG End of Year 
Examinations

AORAKI FEB. 2022
Oct. 24 Labour Day
Nov. 21 - 24 Internal CGA Pre-IG End of Year
Examinations



 
 

Sam Kitson
CGA Senior Product Designer

We can’t wait to hear from you!

With a new season comes 
a new and exciting focus.
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Technology 
Section

This month, Senior Product Designer, 
Sam Kitson would like to ask you for 
your input to help shape our 
technology roadmap

Some interesting feedback 
and insights from our recent 
interviews:

After some very successful product releases, the 
CGA technology team is now taking stock of how 
far we’ve come. We are actively seeking 
opportunities to talk to our parents on a more 
regular basis so we can best understand how we 
can continue to evolve tech at CGA to serve you.
This means more interviews with parents to 
discover their wants and needs to help support 
their child’s education journey.

If you’d like to be a part of shaping the future of 
CGA, we would love to invite you to join us for a 
short, 30 minute conversation. We are very 
interested to hear about your experience so far 
with CGA and tech.

Book a Zoom call to speak with the team at a time 
that suits you by using this link: 

BOOK A CALL

Alternatively, if you’d prefer to provide some 
feedback via email, you can reach out to us at 
product@cga.school

Michelle
New Zealand

Anne
Australia

Julie
Australia

“We’ve only had a couple 
of teachers' feedback comments, 
but I like them. I appreciate that 
teachers are busy, I would rather 

they focus on teaching.” 

On the new trial feature, ‘Student 
Insights’… “Kids are quiet about 

what is normally happening. These 
numbers help us start that 

conversation." 

“[My daughter] Has come out of 
herself a lot more as she feels it’s 
safer, smaller classes are great, 
likes her teachers, and interacts 

in class.” 

WITH A NEW SEASON COMES 
A NEW AND EXCITING FOCUS.

https://calendly.com/s-yock/30min-1


Creative Pursuits Light Up A Promising 
Future for Budding Filmmaker and 
Writer

Singapore-based Year 13 student Ahaan 
Arora, currently completing his second year 
full-time with CGA Greenwich, has spent the 
past year creatively pursuing his filmmaking, 
writing and photography passions locally and 
abroad while studying English Literature, 
Psychology and Business through online 
classes. 

Ahaan says the turning point that first
sparked his passion for film and literature was 
his 9th grade teacher, Miss Stewart, who 
would guide him to discover ‘Eureka’ 
moments behind different poem's meaning. 
“It sparked my interest in literature and that’s 
what prompted me to go on this endeavour of 
writing and publishing a photopoetry book.

CGA.SCHOOL

Student Spotlight

EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES: THE ARTS
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In the midst of the pandemic, Ahaan published
his first book A Wayfaring Lantern, an
exploration of nature and wildlife photography 
and poetry

Ahaan says he has not looked back since 
deciding to enrol in CGA to allow for the pursuit 
of academics and also extracurricular activities - 
filmmaking as well as writing and photography, 
with equal dedication.

“I have a strange interest in the gothic genre. It 
impacts you in a profound sense. Whether it’s the 
unnerving atmosphere … the poem The Raven 
really impacted me. Edgar Allan Poe is a writer 
who I go back to whenever I am seeking 
inspiration.” “I attended a traditional school and had just 

finished my 10th grade. I was hesitant to study the 
IB curriculum knowing the ambitions I had for 
projects beyond the set subjects. My sister had just 
gone through it and she said it was very tough and 
didn’t get to follow her passion. So we decided 
collectively as a family on CGA so I could also focus 
on filmmaking.

“At first it took time to get used to attending school 
online and then I really enjoyed the freedom that I 
had. The school was very understanding about me 
doing the Youth Jury and Critics program. 

“It allows me to do what I’m passionate about 
outside of the classroom including filmmaking 
and any other creative pursuits.” 

https://www.amazon.com/Wayfaring-Lantern-photopoetry-collection/dp/164951798X
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48860/the-raven
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“An axiom I remember my mentor in the 
filmmaking program gave us was, ‘No one should 
ever have too much artistic freedom’. It’s good to 
have constraints and keep yourself accountable 
for what you do because this ensures you produce 
the best work that you can.”

Just last month, Ahaan returned to Singapore 
after completing the Core Filmmaking summer 
camp from the School of Creative and 
Performing Arts in New York.

As part of the program, Ahaan had the 
opportunity to watch a broadway show for the 
first time which opened his mind to the 
similarities between theatre and film.                                                                                        “It’s caught 
my eye and hopefully I might do something related 
to theatre should I have the opportunity.”

This approach to a balance of classroom and 
industry-based learning began to flourish for 
Ahaan who in late 2021, was selected by the 
Singapore International Film Festival (SGIFF) to 
be part of the Film Academy’s Youth Jury and 
Critics Programme. This saw him author two 
articles that critiqued films (see links below) with 
skilful analysis. You can see Ahaan here 
authoring and presenting an award for the 
Southeast Asian Short Film Competition along 
with another jury member at the Silver Screen 
Awards ceremony: 

“It was my first experience with professional 
filmmaking. I discovered a great community with 
a lot of support from my peers. I could work on the 
sound and camera of others’ productions and 
direct three of my own films. I learnt what it was 
like to be on set and to have a group of people in 
pursuit of achieving their creative vision. I felt 
really happy knowing this is what I want to do. I 
learnt the importance of being prepared, 
organised, planning as much as possible before 
the shoot but also accepted film is about problem- 
solving. I really enjoyed the experience.”

                             “Being human. Human experiences 
with nature and how they can reflect human 
emotions.”

Asked what stories Ahaan feels are left to tell, he 
replies with:

His goal within the next year is to create short 
films on his own.                                        “I have that experience now with 
the filmmaking program. I’ve become interested 
in the experimental documentary genre.” 

He says the flexibility the online school provides 
can boost extracurricular pursuits and not to shy 
away from them.                                        “You can do things outside of the 
academic curriculum so make use of those 
opportunities you get with what CGA provides.” 

“For my EPQ with CGA, supported by Mrs Marlow 
and Mr Yates, I’m focusing on the discussion of 
whether narrative and storytelling should be 
present in experimental films.

“When in the U.S. I visited a couple of universities. 
I really liked Chapman, which has a film school 
and USC because a lot of filmmakers that I admire 
went to that university as well.” 

Ahaan’s future goals include a career within the 
filmmaking industry without discounting a 
passion for writing. 

                                                                                   “I felt like I 
learnt a lot from using the internet so firstly use 
the internet to research your passions. Look for
people who are in your field who create work that 
interests you. I got in touch with a Belgian 
filmmaker because I really admire his work. If you 
look hard enough you can find someone to help 
you.”

His advice for other students learning at CGA is 
to take advantage of the unique learning 
environment and be resourceful with a self- 
directed approach to your learning.

https://sgiff.com/youth-critics-programme/
https://sgiff.com/youth-critics-programme/
https://sgiff.com/youth-critics-programme/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29f9ZjRKg74&t=792s&ab_channel=SingaporeInternationalFilmFestival
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ABOUT THE BOOK:
The book is available on all major e-commerce 
websites such as Amazon, Barnes and Noble and 
Book Depository. Here is a blurb of the book: A 
Wayfaring Lantern is a collection of photo- 
poems about the diverse aspects of the natural 
world that conveys and puts to perspective 
planet Earth’s beauty through the 
interpretations of a young poet, ranging from a 
turtle’s tranquil way of life to the 
interconnectedness of nature’s creatures, 
sentient or insentient. From the sales of the 
book, I was able to raise and donate $2000 to a 
charity called Animal Aid Unlimited 
(https://www.animalaidunlimited.org/) that 
cares for and nurtures ailing street animals in 
India.
https://www.amazon.com/Wayfaring-Lantern- 
photopoetry-collection/dp/164951798X? 

FILM REVIEWS
Ahaan’s film reviews can be viewed here: 
https://sgiff.com/stories/distance-a-perilous- 
road-to-reconciliation/ 
and here: 
https://sgiff.com/stories/displacement-and- 
sense-of-belonging-in-film-an-sgiff-exploration/

We are excited to share CGA's first band 
collaboration formed, partially, in Mr Smith's 
A2 Biology class.
 
The lead singer and guitarist is Ayane Miura, based 
in Japan. The drummer is Max Dunn, based this
year in Germany, UK and NZ.
 
The other member/s of the band are Ayane's 
friend/s in Osaka. After a discussion about Ayane's 
band in class and her issues finding a drummer, 
the rest as they say is history.
 
Tune into the band’s Daydream Believer cover 
here: https://youtu.be/2tqvzc6L9Ng

FIRST CGA BAND

https://youtu.be/2tqvzc6L9Ng
https://youtu.be/2tqvzc6L9Ng
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CGA REPRESENTED 
AT FPB SUMMIT 

Recently CGA student Sakhile Zungu was at a 
summit In Limpopo for two days for the Film 
and Publications Board (FPB) of South Africa. He 
was given a certificate of acceptance to the 
second Youth Council Board in the world, with 
Australia being the first. 
 
FPB is an organisation In South Africa that 
works with the government to produce safe and 
child-friendly content. They review new films, 
TV shows and video games that come into South 
Africa (https://www.fpb.org.za) 
 
Sakhile’s stay at Limpopo for the summit was 
from Wednesday 21st - Friday 23rd September. 
The panel was split into a two-day event, held on 
Thursday and Friday.
 
On Thursday, he met the other FPB Council 
Members, and the Youth Council Board - which 
has 11 people. Out of those 11 people, Sakhile is 
the only male representation. They were
introduced to Google SA Sipho Mtombeni, 
whose organisation is affiliated with FPB.

On Friday, Sakhile was chosen to speak on the 
panel at the FPB Youth Summit, which was 
hosted at the University of Limpopo.  

Congratulations to Sakhile on such a great 
accomplishment and also for representing 
CGA so well. We look forward to seeing what 
the next steps are for Sakhile in this exciting 
journey.

The panel included academics, FPB 
associates and two other members of the FPB 
Youth Council. On this panel, he also 
answered questions about cyber security.

https://www.fpb.org.za/
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EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES: SPORTS

The IVF Va'a World Championships took place at 
Dorney lake, Windsor, UK, from 8-16 of August. 
The Aotearoa New Zealand contingent had its 
best performance in history, finishing the event 
with a total medal tally of 43 Golds; 24 Silvers; 22 
Bronze. I came home with a total haul of 4 Gold & 
3 Silver medals including a Second-place title for 
the Junior 16 men V1 (Single person) race. As a 
result of my teammate and I advocating for the 
right of Māori representation, this year was also 
the first year in Waka Ama/Va'a history that the 
Tino Rangatiratanga flew atop the flagpole of the 
medal podium. This was a competition of 
monumental achievements for our country and 
sport. 

Paddling Towards Success: Words From 
CGA Student Leetz Reti

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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RUNNING AHEAD 
OF THE PACK

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Paige recently sat down to share her experiences 
as a full-time student at CGA, based in Australia.

Paige initially studied the Pre IGCSEs in Malaysia 
before moving back to Australia where she began 
studying the local curriculum. She found the 
content unchallenging and felt like she was put a 
grade lower based on her age.

As a student athlete, she revels in the flexibility 
the online school schedule affords as she pursues 
her running training outside of class. 

What continues to motivate Paige is her 
engagement in her class content thanks to her 
love of the quality teaching, sharing that her
teachers 'really push you to be your best self'.

See Paige’s beautifully captured story here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=ZSxZGUwtjNc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSxZGUwtjNc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSxZGUwtjNc
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Community 
Spotlight

WELCOME TO CGA, WITH 
FOUNDER JAMIE BEATON 

We are excited to bring you a special 1- 
hour webinar, personally hosted by CGA 
Founder, Harvard University, Stanford 
Graduate School of Business and Oxford 
Rhodes Scholar alumnus, Jamie Beaton!

Simply register to attend through 
one of these links:

Webinar session 1:

https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webi 
nar/register/WN_yo6an1aaQ8- 
6_ZxQFuajiw

Family and friends are also welcome. We hope 
to see you there!

Webinar session 2: 

https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webi 
nar/register/WN_YkxRUNpfQLGrIbJ6Cv 
hy6Q

Thursday 13 October, 6.30pm BST:

Tuesday 11 October 5pm NZT: 

We have planned two events at different times 
of the week in order to give our CGA families 
or those interested in learning more about the 
school, options to join at a time that suits you 
best!

Join us in this live session and discover more 
about our school's student leadership 
opportunities, extracurricular activities, 
university admissions pathways and more! 
There will be time reserved for questions and 
answers too.

It is important that CGA be able 
to contact you in case of an 
emergency. Sometimes we try 
to ring parents and find the phone 
number is no longer current.

Dear Caregivers,
numbers
home addresses
email addresses

Please make sure the school has up to date phone: 

of the caregivers.

A simple way to do this is to email the details 
to our Administration Department: 
admin@crimsonglobalacademy.school

https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yo6an1aaQ8-6_ZxQFuajiw
https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yo6an1aaQ8-6_ZxQFuajiw
https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yo6an1aaQ8-6_ZxQFuajiw
https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YkxRUNpfQLGrIbJ6Cvhy6Q
https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YkxRUNpfQLGrIbJ6Cvhy6Q
https://crimsoneducation.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YkxRUNpfQLGrIbJ6Cvhy6Q


REIMAGINING 
LEARNING FOR 

THE FUTURE

CRIMSON GLOBAL ACADEMY
An Independent School
New Zealand Ministry of Education registered
CEEB Code: 703001
MoE School Number: 921

CONTACT US
admissions@cga.school
www.cga.school

FOLLOW US

Facebook

YouTube

Instagram

LinkedIn
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mailto:admissions@cga.school
https://www.cga.school/us/
https://www.facebook.com/crimsonglobalacademy/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwOW2cz1PwyLL2MhMGqRMTw
https://www.instagram.com/crimsonglobalacademy/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crimsonglobalacademy/

