
Table I. Septic Tank Pumping Frequency in 

Years 

. Household size - Number of Occupants 

. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Septic Tank 

Size  
Gallons 

Septic Tank Pumping Frequency in Years 

500* 5.8 2.6 1.5 1.0 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 -- 

750* 9.1 4.2 2.6 1.8 1.3 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 

900 11.0 5.2 3.3 2.3 1.7 1.3 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.5 

1000 12.4 5.9 3.7 2.6 2.0 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.8 0.7 

1250 15.6 7.5 4.8 3.4 2.6 2.0 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.0 

1500 18.9 9.1 5.9 4.2 3.3 2.6 2.1 1.8 1.5 1.3 

1750 22.1 10.7 6.9 5.0 3.9 3.1 2.6 2.2 1.9 1.6 

2000 25.4 12.4 8.0 5.9 4.5 3.7 3.1 2.6 2.2 2.0 

2250 28.6 14.0 9.1 6.7 5.2 4.2 3.5 3.0 2.6 2.3 

2500 30.9 15.6 10.2 7.5 5.9 4.8 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.6 

 

NOTES to the Septic Tank Pumping Schedule Table: 

 Numbers in the septic pumping table indicate septic treatment tank pump out in 

frequency of every nn years for conventional septic tanks, and assuming for year-round 

occupancy of the residence. (This data does not pertain to simple holding tanks which 

retain all solid and liquid waste with no treatment no effluent disposal system.) 

Source: Pennsylvania State University Cooperative Extension Service 

 


