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Avenues has created a collection of summer, online learning 

experiences designed and delivered by Avenues faculty, staff, 

and partners. We have developed these courses with student 

choice as a primary consideration while, in each course,  

students engage in an exciting journey of discovery covering a 

wide range of topics.

Welcome to Avenues
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There are two ways to navigate this catalog. The first is to click on your student’s 2019–20 grade in 

the table of contents on page 5 or simply scroll through the document. This catalog is organized by 

sessions. Interested non-Avenues families should apply for Session 2 and Session 3, as Session 1 has 

already begun.

Please note that classes taught in Chinese or Spanish will require appropriate grade level language 

proficiency. If this would be your child’s first experience in a Chinese or Spanish course we would 

suggest that you enroll in an English class.

Due to demand, we suggest that you register as soon as possible, listing your class choices in 

order of priority.

Please note that unavailable courses are reflected in gray throughout the catalog. 

Courses are offered in three two-week-long sessions for a total of six weeks. Please note that session 

1 is currently full. 

Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19 

Session 2: June 22–26 and June 29–July 3 

Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

The cost for each class is $750. 

Course times are subject to variation depending on course design and content. Teachers will provide 

specific course details upon enrollment. 

Nursery, Early Learning Center, and Lower Division

• Morning Block: 9:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

• Afternoon Block: 1:00 p.m – 3:15 p.m.

• Each block will include one opening meeting at the beginning and one closing meeting at

the end

• In each block, students will spend approximately 30–45 minutes in meetings with teachers

and peers. (For example, 9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m., then 11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.)

• Teachers will provide activities for student engagement intended for the time between the

opening and closing meetings.

Upper Division

• Morning Block: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

• Afternoon Block: 1:00 p.m – 4:00 p.m.

• Each block will include an opening meeting at the start of the session, then additional

meetings and offline  activities based on course content and design.

• The frequency and duration of meetings and offline work will vary based on course content

and design.

Note: that some courses, such as a story time or guided read aloud, are designed to support a larger 

group of students (25 students or more). These courses are identified within the catalog and will only 

meet once at the beginning of the block (9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m.). 

OVERVIEW

SESSIONS

TUITION

COURSE TIMES

GENERAL INFORMATION
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Grade levels are grouped, as detailed below. When reviewing this catalog, please identify the course 

offerings according to your child’s current grade (the grade in which they are enrolled for the  

2019–20 school year).

• Nursery

• PreK	–	Kindergarten

• Kindergarten	–	1st	Grade

• 2nd	–	3rd	Grade

• 4th	–	5th	Grade

• 6th	–	8th	Grade

• 9th	–	11th	Grade

GRADE LEVEL
GROUPS

MATERIALS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Courses were developed with thought and consideration to keep material lists simple. We are 

operating under the assumption that families will have access to basic art supplies (glue, paper, 

crayons, pencils, scissors, playing cards, dice) and access to a printer as well as kitchen staples (milk, 

sugar, flour, etc.), and various recyclables. In the event that you require some or all of these materials, 

please reach out to extendedlearning-ny@avenues.org.

For classes requiring unique course materials, we will provide students with those resources. In the 

event that you sign up for a course just a few days before session 2 or 3 begins, we will provide a gift 

card and supply list so that you can purchase the supplies locally. 

Visit us at www.avenues.org/nyc/summer-virtual.  Here you will find remaining seats available for 

our summer courses and a brief survey link indicating your preferences for each session.  

 

After submitting your survey, a member of the extended learning team will reach out to confirm 

your enrollment and share your final registration steps. 

REGISTRATION 
PROCESS

https://www.avenues.org/nyc/summer-virtual
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Session 1
June 8–12 and June 15–19

*Please note that as Session 1 has already begun,
these classes are no longer available.
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NURSERY Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Preschool Books/Book Study Mekta Patwa English • 8

Spring Has Sprung!: Let’s Study the 
Seasons

Macon Andaya English • 8

Under the Sea: Submarine Adventure Jonathan Cosme English • 8

Full Steam Ahead!: Let’s Explore 
Together

Valdelena Nobre English • 8

At the Ballet With Ms. Gray Dina Gray English • 8

Adventure Series Child’s Play NY English • 8

¡Vámonos Al Espacio!
Let’s Go to Space!

Merian Salazar Spanish • 9

Learn Spanish While You Sing Justicia Wegner Spanish • 9

汪汪/Wang Wang!
Woof!: All About Animals

Keren Liu Chinese • 9

Little Musicians: Exploring Chinese 
Music and Culture

Xueting Wang Chinese • 9

Storytelling Adventures!: Learn in 
Chinese

Xiao Liang Chinese • 9

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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NURSERY

With a focus on books and stories, this course encourages a love of reading while engaging students in 

hands-on art activities inspired by books and storytelling. This course includes a focus on students’  

imagination while helping them develop motor development and language skills.

In this course, students will explore the ever-changing seasons and their effect on weather, plants, animals, 

and people. Students will engage in hands-on activities and science experiments related to rain clouds and 

flowers and will expand on their study of the seasons through yoga and movement activities, games, and 

stories. 

Pack up your scuba gear, because in this course, students will explore the ocean depths and all the  

wonderful sea creatures that live in it. What types of sea animals are there, and what do they do every day? 

Do sea animals take a bath? What do they eat, and where do they sleep? Students will explore all these 

questions and more as they learn fun facts about sea creatures and the importance of protecting our ocean 

life. 

Students will study principles of science, technology, engineering, the arts, and math as this course takes 

young learners through a hands-on exploration of recyclable materials, art projects, and movement  

activities. How do you make a ramp and tunnel with found materials? How do you mix different ingredients 

to make play dough, puffy paint, and slime? Find out in this exciting class—full STEAM ahead!

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!: LET’S STUDY THE SEASONS 

Macon Andaya

UNDER THE SEA: SUBMARINE ADVENTURE 

Jonathan Cosme

FULL STEAM AHEAD!: LET’S EXPLORE TOGETHER 

Valdelena Nobre

PRESCHOOL BOOKS 

Mekta Patwa

Students join ELC movement teacher Dina Gray to explore the thrilling world of ballet. In this high-energy 

ballet class, students will explore the fundamentals of ballet, including movement, stretching, choreography, 

and storytelling. Incorporating elements of hands-on art exploration, students will use their imaginations to 

tell balletic stories for a unique way to play, imagine, create, and exercise—all in one class!

AT THE BALLET WITH MS. GRAY 

Dina Gray

Children expand their imaginations as they dive into magical travels, embark on ocean adventures, act out 

fairy tales, and improvise animal characters! Kids learn how to use their bodies, voices, and imagination to 

support their own adventures. Each day features a live interactive theater class, as well as guest artists who 

will lead crafts, dance, storytelling, and more.

ADVENTURE SERIES 

Child’s Play NY
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Students explore the big universe in this exciting course. Young learners will engage in art projects,  

participate in movement activities, sing songs, and play games—all within the space exploration theme. They 

will learn all about the moon, stars, and planets and will use telescopes and rockets to explore with the  

astronauts!

Students will learn basic Spanish language vocabulary skills while exploring topics such as greetings,  

transportation, animals, home, weather, colors, numbers, etc.—all while singing their heart out. They will 

regularly engage in fun body percussion/movements, dramatic songs, and creative music activities.

¡VÁMONOS AL ESPACIO! (LET’S GO TO SPACE!) 

Merian Salazar 

LEARN WHILE YOU SING 

Gisela Justicia Wegner  

NURSERY

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

This course led in Chinese and will explore the world of animals through songs, games, movement activities, 

and arts and crafts. Students will learn all about the 十二生肖/shi er sheng xiao (12 Chinese Zodiac Signs) and 

五禽戏/wu qin xi (Five Animals Qi Gong), and will sing classic Chinese nursery rhymes about animals while

hearing how animal sounds are different in different languages.

In this course, students will explore Chinese language and culture through music. They will listen to popular 

Chinese songs and various genres of music while engaging in fun movement activities. They will also learn 

about traditional Chinese musical instruments.

汪汪/WANG WANG! (WOOF!: ALL ABOUT ANIMALS) 

Keren Liu

LITTLE MUSICIANS: EXPLORING CHINESE MUSIC AND CULTURE 

Xueting Wang

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE

Storytelling is the name of the game in this course that engages students in Chinese language learning.  

Students will listen to stories in Chinese on topics that young children love, including farm animals,  

playground games, home life, and fun summer activities. Stories about school life, including schedules and 

daily routines, will help children make important continued home-school connections. This course will  

include the introduction and frequent review of Chinese high-frequency words.

STORYTELLING ADVENTURES!: LEARN IN CHINESE 

Xiao Lian
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN       Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

My Home Is My Museum Jannine Robinson English • 11

The Next Best Invention Julie Simon English • 11

Virtual Exploration of New York City Julie Sokoloff English • 11

Frozen Adventures Child’s Play NY English • 11

Mundo de Arte
World of Art

Mayra Julian and 
Evelyn Vivar

Spanish • 11

Global Gourmet: Bilingual Cooking 
and Culture

Gillian Larson Spanish • 11

Chinese Crafts Shanshan Li Chinese • 12

The Art of Zhe Zhi / 折纸
Chinese Paper Folding

Keren Liu Chinese • 12

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN

In this course, students explore artifacts, curiosities, and keepsakes from around the world. Students will 

search their own homes for similar everyday objects or possessions that are important to them, then curate 

their own personal museum using these artifacts. If your child enjoys visiting museums like the Smithsonian, 

NASA, the American Museum of Natural History, and other similar places around the world, then this course 

is for them!

MY HOME IS MY MUSEUM 

Jannine Robinson

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH

Is there something that your child has always wanted to create that is not yet out there in our world? This 

course is the opportunity to do just that—to make the next best invention! Under instructor guidance,  

students will first review a design folio of ideas, then draw their ideas, and, finally, use household materials 

to create their models. Marketing these inventions is the last step in this exciting process. 

Explore and experience New York City without even leaving home! In this course, students will virtually visit 

and learn about iconic landmarks including the Freedom Tower, bridges, Central Park, Yankee Stadium, and 

the High Line. Students will create their own landmarks, incorporating elements of architecture while 

practicing important literary and match skills. 

THE NEXT BEST INVENTION 

Julie Simon

VIRTUAL EXPLORATION OF NEW YORK CITY 

Julie Sokoloff 

Students will bravely go “Into the Unknown” in this musical theater class! Drawing inspiration from the  

original Snow Queen fairy tale as well as the popular films, kids will generate their own original stories. 

Theater games and improvs will have them racing reindeer, getting lost (and found!) in the woods, building 

snowmen, and belting out loud to unite the kingdoms! Each day features a live interactive theater class, as 

well as guest artists who will lead crafts, dance, storytelling, and more.

FROZEN ADVENTURES 

Child’s Play NY 

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

This course encourages students to develop a new mode of self-expression by creating a space for them 

to be creative and grow in confidence. Creating art expands a student’s ability to interact with the world 

around them and provides a new set of valuable skills for communication.

MUNDO DE ARTE (WORLD OF ART) 

Mayra Julian and Evelyn Vivar 

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

Join Ms. Larson and her ten-year-old twins (who are also Avenues students!) as they co-teach this bilingual 

Spanish and English global cooking course. Students will learn child-friendly recipes from around the world 

while sharing fun facts, listening to music, examining photographs, and learning about cultural traditions 

from each country.

GLOBAL GOURMET: BILINGUAL COOKING AND CULTURE  

Gillian Larson
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Creativity, culture, and Chinese language all come together in this 折纸/zhe zhi (paper folding) course that 

teaches students about this traditional art originating in medieval China. Students will explore the basics of 
折纸/zhe zhi (paper folding) and will learn how to make different figures by using just one piece of paper. 

Students will review vocabulary, including colors, shapes, and animals, all while learning about Chinese  

culture through this creative outlet.

THE ART OF ZHE ZHI / 折纸 (CHINESE PAPER FOLDING) 

Lulu Li

PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN

This course provides students with a hands-on opportunity to discover, create, and practice arts and crafts 

in Chinese culture. Students will learn about all forms and varieties of crafts within China’s rich cultural  

heritage, including paper cutting, paper folding, Chinese painting, weaving, beading, collage, and found  

materials art. Chinese stories and music will be interwoven throughout the course.

CHINESE CRAFTS 

Shanshan Li

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE



P. 13

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Can You Imagine That? Build It! Amy Frattarola English • 14

Around the World in Two Weeks Elizabeth Boyd English • 14

The Avenues Family Times: A Journey 
in Journalism

Jenna Komarin English • 14

Fiction Writing Liz Malone English • 14

Tangy Math Evan Glazer English • 14

Introduction to Poetry Janaina Aufiero English • 15

Pokemath: Gotta Count Them All! Elizabeth Boyd English • 15

The Next Best Invention Julie Simon English • 15

Read, Draw, and Write Meagan Gutierrez Spanish • 15

Cocina De Amigos
Friends’ Kitchen

Evelyn Vivar Spanish • 15

Storytelling Using 定格动画/Ding Ge 
Dong Hua (Stop Motion)

Danna Zhang Chinese • 15

Fun With Technology Joy Dong Chinese • 16

汉字乐高/Han Zi Le Gao
Hanzi Legos

Yaojia Qu Chinese • 16

Fun Math in Chinese Joy Dong Chinese • 16

KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE      Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

Have you ever wanted to design and build your own park? In this course, students virtually learn about 

different parks around the world and study different park features that incorporate beauty, play, rest, and 

safety. Students will collaborate to create their own park models and will utilize various household objects 

and materials to create structures for a shared park model.

In this course, students interested in geography and culture will explore a different country or region of the 

world each day. During explorations, they will dive into local customs, foods, clothing, landscapes, and  

landmarks. For example, students will see Mt. Kilimanjaro and the animals that live there up close when 

exploring Tanzania and make empanada dough when learning about Argentina. Each day a new adventure 

awaits!

Let your imagination run wild with this fiction writing course! In this course, students will explore a variety 

of mentor texts to learn about setting, character traits, problem, and solution. Then they will hone their own 

writing skills by using craft moves such as dialogue, character thoughts and feelings, and action words.  

Students will engage in all parts of the writing process, including planning, writing, revising, editing, and 

publishing. From teacher modeling and guided practice, students will experiment with new skills and  

concepts and will write and publish at least one fictional story on a topic of their choice.

In this course, students will explore math puzzles to stretch their minds and math skills. While students  

occasionally tackle these extra-challenging math problems during the year, in this course they will tackle 

them daily! Look out for math jokes along the way. 

In this course for writers of all abilities, students will become journalists and documentarians right in their 

own homes! They will conduct interviews, research topics that interest them, and write and draw about their 

friends and family in order to contribute to our summer class newspaper, The Avenues Family Times.  

Students will learn about the world at large and share nonfiction accounts and discoveries of their own  

surroundings and will employ the use of written articles, audio and video recordings, photography, and  

drawing. 

CAN YOU IMAGINE THAT? BUILD IT! 

Amy Frattarola

AROUND THE WORLD IN TWO WEEKS 

Elizabeth Boyd

FICTION WRITING 

Liz Malone

TANGY MATH 

Evan Glazer

THE AVENUES FAMILY TIMES: A JOURNEY IN JOURNALISM 

Jenna Komarin

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

In this course, students will learn about the various styles of poetry by listening to poems and reading and 

writing their own poetry while exploring rhyme, alliteration, personification, and imagery. Students will learn 

how to put words together to form meaning and context and will practice choosing the right words to  

create imagery and effect.

In this course, students will listen to and read e-books. They will write or create an artifact reflective of their 

reading and revisit reading and writing strategies learned throughout the year while using their imaginations 

to create. The instructor will provide individualized feedback as students produce work and have fun!

In this course, students will make healthy choices with simple snacks and treats from guacamole to fruit 

smoothies, ice pops to cupcakes, and more! Students will learn fun healthy food facts and recipes as they 

meet in the cocina! 

Stop-motion is the traditional cinematographic technique that was first used to give illustrated figures the 

impression of movement. This is a simple hands-on technique that young students can learn too! While 

learning and trying the principles of stop-motion, students will learn to project and play a story while testing 

out their ideas through trial and error. Technology, education, creativity, and play come together in this 

course.

In this course, students will explore various math topics using Pokémon as their guide. They will solve 

Pokémon word problems, sort Pokémon by attributes, and create their own Pokémon cards and game rules. 

Students do not need Pokémon cards or background knowledge to participate in this course.

Is there something that your child has always wanted to create that is not yet out there in our world? This 

course is the opportunity to do just that—to make the next best invention! Under instructor guidance,  

students will first review a design folio of ideas, then draw their ideas, and, finally, use household materials 

to create their models. Marketing these inventions is the last step in this exciting process. 

INTRODUCTION TO POETRY 

Janaina Aufiero

READ, DRAW, AND WRITE 

Meagan Gutierrez

COCINA DE AMIGOS (FRIENDS’ KITCHEN) 

Evelyn Vivar

STORYTELLING USING 定格动画/DING GE DONG HUA (STOP MOTION) 

Danna Zhang 

Note: Students must have access to an iPhone or iPad and install the Stop Motion Studio app.

POKEMATH: GOTTA COUNT THEM ALL! 

Elizabeth Boyd

THE NEXT BEST INVENTION 

Julie Simon

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

In this course, students will explore the newest and coolest iPad tools and use digital cameras to take  

pictures and videos to upload and edit. Students will design and create their own interactive videos and 

games while creating online posters, animated cartoons, and stories through the use of innovative  

technology.

In this course, students will embark on a journey to learn all about Hanzi and build them with their own Lego 

pieces at home. Students will start by studying the storytelling of its historical origins and development of 

its characters, then delve into the study of radicals, the basic building blocks of Chinese characters.  

Radicals, like Lego pieces, incorporate patterns and stroke order. Students will use this knowledge to create 

their own unique and creative masterpieces.

Math is magic! This course helps students explore how patterns can come alive, shapes can create and build, 

and numbers can open up a whole new world. Students will play math games and even design their own 

math games in Chinese.

FUN WITH TECHNOLOGY 

Joy Dong

FUN MATH IN CHINESE 

Joy Dong

汉字乐高/HAN ZI LE GAO (HANZI LEGOS) 

Yaojia Qu

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON 
CHINESE
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Graphic Novels: Words Are Only Half 
the Story

Natalie Gootkin English • 18

Marine Science Anna Stevens English • 18

Second Grade World Course: 
Biomimicry Shelter Design

Laura Montague English • 18

Project-Based Math Angelica Pinheiro English • 18

Basketball Camp in Place Jeanne Bouvier English • 18

Social-Emotional Learning: Expressing 
Feelings Through Creative Arts

Brooke May English • 18

Project-Based Math Angelica Pinheiro English • 19

Theatíteres Cristy Rauseo Spanish • 19

Juegos De Español
Come Join Our Game

Isabel Rivero Spanish • 19

Nature Inspires Us to Make Artwork! Rosalyn McCaine Spanish • 19

Soccer Champions Dahiana Romero Spanish • 19

A Study of Classic Chinese Stories and 
Poems

Cheng Dong Chinese • 19

Chinese Genius Hour! Ying Qiu Chinese • 19

汉字乐高/Han Zi Le Gao
Hanzi Legos

Yaojia Qu Chinese • 20

Elementary Chinese Idioms Cheng Dong Chinese • 20

扎染/Za Ran Tie-Dye Danna Zhang Chinese • 20

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE       Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of reading and writing graphic novels. They will study a 

variety of graphic novels while participating in a book club-style discussion with peers. Then they will take 

what they learned about reading graphic novels to write their very own story! 

In this field science course, students will learn the fundamentals of marine science, with an emphasis in  

marine biology. Students will learn about a different topic each day, from crustaceans, seaweed and  

marine plastics to comparing habitats in coastal environments. Students will go into the field—a marsh,  

sandy beach, rocky shoreline, or tide pool—to make observations and gather samples, then share their  

findings with their instructor and peers. This hands-on, inquiry-based course will encourage students to 

develop a deeper appreciation for our coastal ecosystems.

This program is designed specifically for second graders, in coordination with the World Course curriculum. 

In this course, students will explore concepts of biomimicry design, draw on understandings developed 

during non-fiction biome research, and deepen their understanding of sustainable design. Throughout the 

experience, students will engage with non-fiction reading, writing, annotations, drawings, and prototyping 

of biome-inspired shelter designs. 

In this course, students will participate in project-based learning through mini-math projects that will fortify 

their understanding of second-grade math concepts. Students will engage in design thinking concepts, 

make real-life connections and applications, and practice thinking critically and creatively. 

For students who love to play basketball, this “basketball camp in place” will involve ball handling drills, 

defensive skills, shooting with (or without) a hoop, and overall wellness to become a better player. This is an 

active course that will provide a variety of drills and exercises that are suitable for wherever you are 

sheltering in place. All you need is a ball that bounces, some space to move, your smile, and a positive  

attitude. 

GRAPHIC NOVELS: WORDS ARE ONLY HALF THE STORY  

Natalie Gootkin

MARINE SCIENCE 

Anna Stevens 

Note: Students must have access to marine environments to participate in this course.

SECOND GRADE WORLD COURSE: BIOMIMICRY SHELTER DESIGN 

Laura Montague

PROJECT-BASED MATH  

Angelica Pinheiro

BASKETBALL CAMP IN PLACE 

Jeanne Bouvier

In a time when students are living through a particularly challenging and emotional period, this course offers 

them a space to express themselves through art projects and engaging activities while further developing 

social-emotional skills in the five interconnected areas of social-emotional learning (SEL): self awareness, 

self management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision making. Students will  

explore their ability to self-reflect, empathize, and express themselves through art in a safe emotional space.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING: EXPRESSING FEELINGS THROUGH CREATIVE ARTS AND  

ACTIVITIES  

Brooke May



P. 19

In this course students will participate in project-based learning through mini-math projects that will fortify 

their understanding of second-grade math concepts. Students will engage in design thinking concepts, 

make real-life connections and applications, and practice thinking critically and creatively. 

In this course, students will spark their imagination creating a puppet theater, performing their own stories, 

and retelling their favorite ones. Participants will learn about puppets from around the world and will create 

their own puppets and bring them to life! 

This course will have students making art outside or using found, natural elements. Students will learn 

drawing and painting from observation, up-close photography, and installation (the organization of natural 

elements into works of art). They will make original artworks and share their process with their classmates 

and will view, discuss, and be inspired by artists who use nature in their works. To participate in this course, 

students should have access to outdoor space and basic art materials.

In this fun-filled game course, students will practice Spanish while playing language-focused games and 

learning about specific cultural content areas such as the arts, cuisine, and sports— all in a relaxed  

environment. Students will celebrate their Spanish language skills while playing with their friends and  

learning and practicing new vocabulary and phrases. 

PROJECT-BASED MATH  

Angelica Pinheiro

THEATÍTERES 

Cristy Rauseo

NATURE INSPIRES US TO MAKE ARTWORKS! 

Rosalyn McCaine

JUEGOS DE ESPAÑOL (COME JOIN OUR GAME) 

Isabel Rivero

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

In this course, students will engage in movement in soccer training as they learn soccer drills, how to warm 

up before training, and how to cool down after training. Students should have access to an open space and 

a soccer ball in order to participate in this course.

SOCCER CHAMPIONS 

Dahiana Romero 

Note: This course meets once per day at 1:00 p.m.

In this course, students will explore well-known classic Chinese stories and poems, some of which are part of 

Chinese students’ traditional learning curricula. Students will learn about Chinese culture, customs, history, 

and traditional wisdoms while the course will focus on the fun of reading and inquiry.

A STUDY OF CLASSIC CHINESE STORIES AND POEMS 

Cheng Dong

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE

If you are curious about skyscrapers of the world, the best baseball teams, the fastest cars, or safaris in  

Africa—you can make a book about this topic in Chinese! In this course, students will author their own  

Chinese book about a favorite topic and share it with peers.

CHINESE GENIUS HOUR! 

Ying Qiu
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In this course, students will learn simple and highly-useful Chinese idioms frequently used in Chinese  

speaking and writing. This course allows students to study the Chinese culture through the lens of idiomatic 

use and discuss the stories behind idioms and how to use them authentically.

Tie-dying is a simple process that produces a unique and colorful result each time. This course teaches  

students a fun art-making technique that incorporates color identification, fine motor skills, following  

directions, and sequencing.

In this course, students will embark on a journey to learn all about Hanzi and build them with their own Lego 

pieces at home. Students will start by studying the storytelling of its historical origins and development of 

its characters, then delve into the study of radicals, the basic building blocks of Chinese characters.  

Radicals, like Lego pieces, incorporate patterns and stroke order. Students will use this knowledge to create 

their own unique and creative masterpieces.

ELEMENTARY CHINESE IDIOMS  

Cheng Dong

扎染/ZA RAN (TIE-DYE) 

Danna Zhang

汉字乐高/HAN ZI LE GAO (HANZI LEGOS) 

Yaojia Qu

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
CHINESE
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE        Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

You Are What You Eat Regina Hardatt English  • 22

Math Games and Puzzles Jeanne Bouvier English • 22

Muggle Mayhem: An In-Depth Reading 
and Study of Harry Potter

Jennifer Nicholas English • 22

Creative Writing: Writing Outside the 
Box

Chloe Tawaststjerna English • 22

Graphic Novels: Words Are Only Half 
the Story

Natalie Gootkin English • 22

Backyard Astronomy Annika Gostomski English • 22

Coding and Making with Micro:Bit Yumi Nakanishi English • 23

Marine Science Anna Stevens English • 23

Songwriting Roots Lila Pollack English • 23

No Strings Attached: Hand Puppet 
Making

Maria Liebana Spanish • 23

The Pixar Club Ileana Mendez-Ruiz Spanish • 23

Aprendiendo a Dibujar El Estilo Ed 
Emberly (Learning How to Draw in the 
Style of Ed Emberly)

Maria Liebana Spanish • 24

Arts and Crafts in Chinese Ying Bi Chinese • 24

The Myth Behind 汉字/ Han Zi
Chinese Character

Maya Zhang Chinese • 24

The Culture of Ethnic Groups in China Ximo Tong Chinese • 24

Probability Sisi Yang Chinese • 24

Select a course to see full description

Return to Table of Contents
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT 

Cabrina Kang, Regina Hardatt

Everyone eats! Where do dumplings and bread come from, and how did noodles come to be? This course 

helps students understand the depth and history of the foods they see every day in their own kitchens.  

Students will explore the history, geography, and diversity of various foods, while learning how these  

commonplace foods are tied to our identity because we really are what we eat!

MATH GAMES AND PUZZLES 

Jeanne Bouvier

Dice Games + Card Games + Puzzles = A Whole Lot of Fun with Math! In this course, students will play 

games and solve challenging puzzles that involve strategy, probability, numbers, patterns, and more! 

Through play and discovery, students will further develop their number sense, problem-solving skills, and 

flexibility in their thinking. You’ll need dice, a deck of playing cards, and a smile! Get ready to have a lot of 

fun in this course!

MUGGLE MAYHEM: AN IN-DEPTH READING AND STUDY OF HARRY POTTER 

Jennifer Nicholas

Welcome muggles and wizards alike! In this course, students will read and study Harry Potter, one of the 

most beloved book series of all time. Led in the style of a book club, this course will discuss character, 

theme, and symbolism while going beyond the pages of the book to spend time diving into the creative 

choices made by J.K. Rowling herself. Students will spend time engaged in creative writing and crafty  

projects because “something very magical can happen when you read a good book.”

CREATIVE WRITING: WRITING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

Chloe Tawaststjerna

In this course, students will explore their lives as writers and storytellers, discovering what it means to “live a 

writerly life” and viewing the world around us as possible literary moments. Students will develop a  

repertoire of strategies that will lift the quality of their writing and investigate what it means to have a voice 

in writing by reading published texts in a variety of genres. Students will write and publish scripts, fairy 

tales, cookbooks, poems, graphic novels, and even picture books! 

GRAPHIC NOVELS: WORDS ARE ONLY HALF THE STORY  

Natalie Gootkin

In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of reading and writing graphic novels. They will study a 

variety of graphic novels while participating in a book club-style discussion with peers. Then they will take 

what they learned about reading graphic novels to write their very own story. 

 

BACKYARD ASTRONOMY 

Annika Gostomski 

Note: Students should have access to an outdoor space to view the nighttime sky.

Avenues students are “world-wise citizens at ease beyond their borders,” but what about the skies and  

beyond? In this course, students will learn how to navigate their way through the night sky and develop 

an appreciation for the remarkable celestial objects visible to them as night falls around the globe. They 

will study the celestial objects currently overhead in the Northern Hemisphere in early summer (when this 

course is taught) and will learn the history and mythology of planets and constellations as part of this study.

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON 
ENGLISH
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CODING AND MAKING WITH MICRO:BIT 

Yumi Nakanishi

This class is an introduction to coding and computer science by way of designing and making, using the 

micro:bit microcontroller board and MakeCode, a block-based coding platform. By coding and learning 

computer science concepts, students will design and create physical objects using the micro:bit controllers. 

This course is open to students of all levels of coding experience. For more advanced coders, JavaScript and 

Python options will be available. micro:bits works with iPads, but a laptop is preferred. Students will receive 

their own micro:bits before the start of the course. 

MARINE SCIENCE 

Anna Stevens 

Note: Students must have access to marine environments to participate in this course.

In this field science course, students will learn the fundamentals of marine science with an emphasis in 

marine biology. Students will learn about a different topic each day, from crustaceans, seaweed, and marine 

plastics to comparing habitats in coastal environments. Students will go into the field—a marsh, sandy 

beach, rocky shoreline, or tide pool—to make observations and gather samples, then share their findings 

with their instructor and peers. This hands-on, inquiry-based course will encourage students to develop a 

deeper appreciation for our coastal ecosystems.

SONGWRITING ROOTS 

Lila Pollack

What song makes you want to get up and dance, belt out the lyrics, or smile like you’ve got “sunshine on 

a cloudy day”? In this course, students will learn the foundational skills for creating their own songs by 

focusing on the form, theme, and content of songwriting. For more experienced songwriters, this course will 

help to increase the efficiency of the songwriting process. Students do not need to play an instrument to 

participate in this course.  

4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

NO STRINGS ATTACHED: HAND PUPPET MAKING 

Maria Liebana 

Note: Students must have access to an iPad and install the Stop Motion Studio app and iMovie app.

Discover the exciting world of puppet-making in this course, where students learn about puppetry as a tool 

for storytelling and performing plays. Students will learn about the many styles of puppets used in theater, 

movies, TV shows, and artworks; then they will design and build paper doll puppets, hand puppets, shadow 

puppets, and hand rod puppets (think Jim Henson’s Muppets!). Students will create a short movie using the 

Stop Motion Studio and iMovie apps on their iPad.

THE PIXAR CLUB 

Ileana Mendez-Ruiz

Pixar is known for its innovative storytelling and emotional short films that teach powerful lessons and 

develop complex stories and characters in the span of just a few minutes. In this course, students will study 

Pixar’s 3–5 minute films to learn about the strategies used to develop plot, lessons, and characters as is done 

in a book. Students will engage in book club-style discussions to share thoughts, theories, and  

interpretations of each film while practicing their Spanish oral production. 

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

ARTS AND CRAFTS IN CHINESE 

Ying Bi 

Note: Access to a printer is strongly recommended for students who participate in this course.

In this course, students will learn about various themes and art forms, including the Great Wall of China,  

Chinese opera, and white and blue porcelain, which are representative of the Chinese culture. They will  

further explore this unique culture through various art forms, including origami, paper cutting, play dough, 

and calligraphy.

THE MYTH BEHIND 汉字/ HAN ZI (CHINESE CHARACTER） 

Maya Zhang

The 汉字/han zi (Chinese character) is a writing system that was developed more than 4000 years ago and 

is still in use today. From carving 汉字/han zi on tortoise shells to writing 汉字/han zi on paper to typing 

汉字/han zi on computer, it has not stopped evolving. In this course, students will uncover the myths of 

the 六书/liu shu (six ways) of forming Chinese characters, the etymology of characters and the meanings 

behind them, radicals and how we use them to expand vocabulary, and the beauty of Chinese culture and 

characters and their future—plus so much more. 

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

APRENDIENDO A DIBUJAR EL ESTILO ED EMBERLY (LEARNING HOW TO DRAW IN THE STYLE OF  

ED EMBERLY) 

Maria Liebana 

Note: This course meets once per day at 1:00 p.m.

In this course, students will embark on a drawing journey in the style of Caldecott Award-winning artist 

and illustrator Ed Emberly, known for such books as Go Away, Big Green Monster!, Night Night, Little Green 

Monster, and Bye-Bye, Big Bad Bullybug! Through guided drawing lessons, students will learn how to use 

simple shapes to draw animals, monsters, people, places, and things. 

THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong 

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group, while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

PROBABILITY 

Sisi Yang 

If someone rolled two dice and asked you to guess what number they rolled, what would you guess? Would 

you believe there is actually a correct answer? In this course, students will learn about probability, play 

games, and predict outcomes of math games like math-magicians.

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
CHINESE
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Learning Music With Garageband iOS  Joshua Andres English  • 26

Patterns Cem Inaltong English • 26

Let’s Talk Arabic Nadine Bou Rached English • 26

Soul of an Octopus Stephanie Lane English • 26

Read the World: Different Genres and 
Perspectives

Alia Methven and 
Jenn Peralta

English • 26

Investigating Culture: Home Edition Curtis Murungi English • 26

Exploring Probability Alexandra Perl English • 27

Learn to Code Your Virtual Robot 
Through Coderz

Yi-Ching Hsieh English • 27

Digital Art Workshop
Hilary 
Harnischfeger

English • 27

Outbreak: Zombie-Based Geography Christopher Richter English • 27

The Art of Problem-Solving Will Roble English • 27

From Paint to Pixels and Back Again
Romero De 
Cordoba

English • 27

Two Legs, Small Stomach, Big Brains Amanda Williams English • 28

Art Through a Spanish Lens Susan Belmonte Spanish • 28

Global Challenges and Sustainable Life Olga Valeria Chinese • 28

Art Through a Spanish Lens Susan Belmonte Chinese • 28

The Culture of Ethnic Groups in China Ximo Tong Chinese • 28

Chinese Language and Pop Culture Ting Wang Chinese • 29

Chinese Buzzwords and Slang Words Meixuan Li Chinese • 29

6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH

LEARNING MUSIC WITH GARAGEBAND IOS 

Joshua Andres 

Note: Students must have access to an iPhone or iPad and install the Garageband app.

In this course, students will learn GarageBand iOS and explore digital music production. Students will learn 

how making music is fun, while also learning about rhythm, audio and MIDI recording, song structure, and 

more. This course is all about making music fun with Apple technology! 

PATTERNS 

Cem Inaltong 

This course will explore basic patterns, equations, and expressions that are the building blocks of algebra. 

Students will develop a robust practice of fundamental algebra skills that will elevate their success level in 

all high school math classes

LET’S TALK ARABIC 

Nadine Bou Rached

Marhaba! Whether you have never learned Arabic or you know a few words like shawarma, hummus, falafel 

and tabbouleh, this course gives students the chance to learn Arabic from scratch or practice what they 

already know. Though Arabic has a reputation for being difficult to learn, Ms. Bou will make it fun, practical, 

and useful for all students.

SOUL OF AN OCTOPUS 

Stephanie Lane

All of life evolved from a single cell Luca (the last universal common ancestor). From this beginning, species 

have split off and evolved in numerous ways, but ultimately we are still connected. In this course, students 

will explore aspects of animal behavior, neurological evolution, and our connection to our animal ancestors.

READ THE WORLD: DIFFERENT GENRES AND PERSPECTIVES 

Alia Methven and Jenn Peralta

Expand your reading horizons and take a literary journey without leaving your home. In this course, students 

will discover a range of voices, stories, and places—all through the written word. Students will  

independently read or listen to texts across a variety of genres and formats, focusing on stories that take 

them to new destinations (real or imagined) or offer a perspective that encourages them to look at the 

world differently. Students will review texts regularly and engage in discussions with the instructor and 

peers.

INVESTIGATING CULTURE: HOME EDITION 

Curtis Murungi

What is culture? Other species are programmed to “know” how to cope with the world, but humans cannot 

rely on their instincts. We need an instruction manual, and culture is that manual. In this course, students will 

learn how to do fieldwork—the method used by anthropologists to study culture—in their own homes. Their 

discoveries will allow them to learn more about the forces that shape how they understand and interact with 

the world.
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

EXPLORING PROBABILITY 

Alexandra Perl

In this course, students will explore the concept of probability and learn how experimental probability 

compares with theoretical probability through both hands-on activities and digital simulations. This course 

will reinforce students’ understanding of fractions, decimals, and percentages. Students will think about 

real-world examples where probability can affect outcomes, then present what they have learned.

 

LEARN TO CODE YOUR VIRTUAL ROBOT THROUGH CODERZ  

Yi-Ching Hsieh

In this course, students will learn how to code their own virtual robot while engaging with fun, real-world 

challenges and receiving immediate instructor feedback while coding. Students will write, test, and evaluate 

their code while improving their own problem-solving skills.

DIGITAL ART WORKSHOP 

Hilary Harnischfeger 

Note: Students must have access to an iPad or other tablet and an Apple Pencil or stylus and must install 

the Procreate 5 app.

In this course, students will explore the illustration apps Procreate 5 and Photoshop with a variety of  

exercises, including animation, digital marbling, collage, and hand lettering in order to enhance their  

personal style of artmaking. They will expand their understanding of digital drawing fundamentals and tools 

in order to capture attention, convey emotion, and optimize self-expression.

OUTBREAK: ZOMBIE-BASED GEOGRAPHY 

Christopher Richter 

Note: Access to a printer is strongly recommended for students who participate in this course. 

In this course, students are members of a Zombie Outbreak task force responsible for tracking a recent  

outbreak of the walking dead. As members of the task force, students will analyze outbreak data, display 

data on maps, and analyze spatial relationships. In order to help save humankind, they will complete a 

regional map displaying four days of zombie attack data and write a prediction of the highest-risk locations 

for days five and six, including an explanation of how they identified those locations. This information will be 

vital to the Outbreak central headquarters in determining the next course of action. Can you help prevent 

the...Outbreak?

 

THE ART OF PROBLEM-SOLVING 

Will Roble

Do you love wrestling with challenging mathematical problems? In this course, students will stretch their full 

mathematical potential, working on intriguing problems that require both creative mathematical thought 

and persistence. Students will discover new strategies for solving problems and make unique connections 

that illuminate the complex interconnectedness of mathematics.

FROM PAINT TO PIXELS AND BACK AGAIN 

Ann Romero De Cordoba

This course will challenge students to look at drawing, painting, and digital arts in new ways through playful 

daily exercises. Students will study color, mark-making, and design through fun ways of making art, then use 

digital apps such Drawing Pad, Photoshop, and Stop Motion to change and enhance their work. Students 

will create a small portfolio of three works on a topic of their choosing. 

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

TWO LEGS, SMALL STOMACH, BIG BRAINS 

Amanda Williams

What makes us human? Scientists believe they have finally narrowed it down to a few unique qualities. In 

this introductory course to human evolution, students will explore hominin species that are now extinct, 

determine which are the closest relatives to humans, and what traits were passed through the species. 

Students will explore the biological difference between anatomically modern human beings, focusing on 

the development of bipedalism, the change in our digestion, and our human brains while investigating the 

culture of humans and how this, too, is a distinguishing factor of our species.

ART THROUGH A SPANISH LENS 

Susan Belmonte

In this course, students will learn about various Hispanic artists through their work and lives. They will  

research various styles of art, including Cubism, Art Deco, Muralism, and Surrealism. Along with the  

research, students will use the work of these artists to create their own versions in the style of each artist. 

Students will need basic art materials, including watercolor or acrylic paper, paints, brushes, and colored 

pencils in order to create their own masterpieces. This class is led in Spanish, providing students the  

opportunity to practice their own Spanish listening and speaking skills as they write and record their own 

process of how and why they created their works. 

GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND SUSTAINABLE LIFE 

Olga Valeria

In this course, students will study the importance of human impact on the environment, the conscious use of 

resources, the concern for the future of the planet, and the problems that need our attention in order to  

provide a safe environment. They will explore environmental issues affecting us, learn about alternative  

energy and recycling, and discuss the “Tiny House” movement as a way to create a smaller ecological  

footprint.

ART THROUGH A SPANISH LENS 

Susan Belmonte 

In this course, students will learn about various Hispanic artists through their work and lives. They will  

research various styles of art, including Cubism, Art Deco, Muralism, and Surrealism. Along with the  

research, students will use the work of these artists to create their own versions in the style of each artist. 

Students will need basic art materials, including watercolor or acrylic paper, paints, brushes, and colored 

pencils in order to create their own masterpieces. This class is led in Spanish, providing students the 

 opportunity to practice their own Spanish listening and speaking skills as they write and record their own 

process of how and why they created their works. 

THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian, and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

CHINESE LANGUAGE AND POP CULTURE 

Ting Wang

“Edutainment” is a loose term describing any form of learning that utilizes entertainment in some way, 

including when learning a new language. In this course, students will watch different films and TV shows 

that cast Mandopop singers as the leads. Through this “edutainment,” students will learn both the Chinese 

language and more about modern Chinese pop culture. 

CHINESE BUZZWORDS AND SLANG WORDS 

Meixuan Li 

Note: Students should have a basic understanding of Chinese to participate in this course, but all levels of 

Chinese are welcome.

Have you ever felt that the Chinese you learned is too academic or not practical enough? Do you want to 

know the latest buzzwords and what is trending now in China? Do you want to be in on inside jokes among 

Chinese speakers? In this course, students will learn the latest Chinese buzzwords and slang, while getting 

an inside look at what daily life is like in China. At the end of the course, students will create a short video or 

use another mode of presentation to show what they learned.

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
CHINESE
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE        Session 1: June 8–12 and June 15–19

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Elon Musk: Tesla, Space X, and the 
Quest for a Fantastic Future

Michael Shorr English  • 31

Plays Written in Quarantine Alex Aron English • 31

The College Application Wendy Chang English • 31

Integrity: Why We Need It Danielle Codey English • 31

Film Through Six Masterpieces From 
Around the Globe

Nelson Fernandez 
de Cordoba

English • 32

Ethical Dilemmas: Adventures in Moral 
Philosophy

Mark Gutkowski English • 32

The Art of the Mix Sousan Hammad English • 32

Statistics Part 1: Univariate Data 
Analysis and Visualization

Simon Jarcho English • 32

The (Un)real Story: Princess Anastasia Tori Marroquin English • 32

One Great Novel You Should Read 
Before You Graduate

Elizabeth Brus English • 33

Film as Cartography: Mapping Place 
Through Film

Matthew Goodman English • 33

The Fascinating World of Euclid Cem Inaltong English • 33

Text, Sound, and the Moving Image Kate Howard English • 33

Mastery: Phase 3 Mastery Teacher English • 33

The Highliner: Publishing 101 Daniel Mendel English • 34

We and Our World: The Importance of 
Education as a Right for All

Olga Valeria Spanish • 34

Hispanic Movie Club Christopher Bolduc Spanish • 34

Songwriting in Spanish Jacinta Clusellas Spanish • 34

Storytelling in Chinese Spencer Baron Chinese • • 34

我们来做午饭!/Wo Men Lai Zuo Wu Fan! 
Let’s Make Lunch!

Haiwen Lu Chinese • 34

Chinese Language and Pop Culture Ting Wang Chinese • 35

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

ELON MUSK: TESLA, SPACE X, AND THE QUEST FOR A FANTASTIC FUTURE 

Michael Shorr

We have all heard of Elon Musk, his many successful companies, and his work to change the world. But 

who is he, what is his background, and how did his troubled childhood influence who he has become? Most 

importantly, what can students learn from his life, experience, and business approach to improve their own 

work and lives? By studying this enigmatic and mission-driven figure, students will understand not just the 

stories about change-makers and their attempts to improve the world but also how they can do their part 

more powerfully.

PLAYS WRITTEN IN QUARANTINE 

Alex Aron

In this course, students will write short plays that reflect on these peculiar times, using this time and  

technology to create new material for future mini-productions. These will be plays “Written in Quarantine,” 

to be performed in the non-quarantine future. Students will meet daily with the instructor and one another, 

following Liz Lerman’s acclaimed methodology for constructive critical response. The course will culminate 

in the “publishing” of the short plays and in fully-realized performances next year. 

THE COLLEGE APPLICATION 

Wendy Chang 

Note: This course is for current 11th grade students only.

Students are often focused on the college application process merely as a destination. In this course, 

students work with instructors to realize that the college application process is an important journey of 

self-reflection and self-discovery. Students can craft their best applications when they recognize the best in 

themselves. Students will review the nuts and bolts of this process, including understanding the experience 

of an admissions officer reading an application; studying a mock admissions case study workshop; engaging 

in reflective writing exercises to produce great essay drafts; and learning how to craft their personal  

narrative in an interview.

INTEGRITY: WHY WE NEED IT 

Danielle Codey

Are you interested in the social construction of morals and values in our society? This course will encourage 

research and discussion of ethical dilemmas and contexts that force integrity to the forefront of  

consideration. Students will take stock of their personal belief systems and create a philosophy of integrity 

that mirrors their core values.

FILM THROUGH SIX MASTERPIECES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 

Nelson Fernandez de Cordoba 

Note: Students must have access to Amazon Prime Video or Vudu to participate in this course.

Do you love the art of films and want to learn more? In this course, students will watch six masterpiece films 

from different countries, decades, and genres, then examine, discuss, and debrief them to discover what 

makes a great movie. Students will study the main points of film language and analyze works through this 

unique lens.

SESSION 1
MORNING
ENGLISH
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ETHICAL DILEMMAS: ADVENTURES IN MORAL PHILOSOPHY 

Mark Gutkowski 

Note: This is an intensive course with approximately 90-minute class sessions, additional reading, and case 

study assignments.

Imagine that you’re standing on the corner of your block. You look down and find on the ground a dirty 

plastic Ziploc bag, bulging with $100 bills. What should you do? In this course, students dive head-first into 

ethics—also known as moral philosophy—and examine how we should live our lives in relation to others. 

While considering mind-bending ethical dilemmas together, students learn the basic practices and  

theoretical foundations of moral philosophy. Get ready to have your world turned upside down!

THE ART OF THE MIX 

Sousan Hammad 

No two mixtapes are ever the same. Done right, one can take listeners on a curated journey. Be it somber, 

motivational, or romantic, the ultimate goal of the mixtape is to bring the listener to another world. In this 

course, students will create a themed playlist with 10 songs that weave a unique narrative while learning  

creative techniques like “digital digging”—finding and selecting the right tunes online. Students’ final  

projects will be to create a thoughtfully-curated mixtape—a written piece or artist statement that  

accompanies and explains the stories and memories connected to each song, as well as original cover art 

that corresponds to the journey. 

STATISTICS PART 1: UNIVARIATE DATA ANALYSIS AND VISUALIZATION 

Simon Jarcho

How extraordinary is a snowy day in late April? How is my SAT score being used to compare me to my 

peers? Who is the greatest athlete of all time? Answers to all these questions—and so many more—lie in the 

data. In this course, students will dive into real-world data as an introduction to single-variable analysis and 

data visualization. This class will provide students an engaging, hands-on introduction to conducting  

investigations of their own.

THE (UN)REAL STORY: PRINCESS ANASTASIA 

Tori Marroquin

What really happened to Princess Anastasia and her family? In this course, students will unravel the past to 

decipher between truth and fiction. They will explore the world of Anastasia, daughter of the last emperor 

of Russia, Nicholas II, who was overthrown as part of the Russian Revolution. By reading parts of their letters 

and diaries, watching and critically assessing the animated movie for accuracy, and virtually visiting key 

places and spaces of Romanov Russia, students will seek to answer the question: How should we remember 

Anastasia and her family?

ONE GREAT NOVEL YOU SHOULD READ BEFORE YOU GRADUATE 

Elizabeth Brus

In this course, students will vote to choose one great novel that everyone should read before they graduate. 

Choices will include As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner, Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf, Sula by Toni  

Morrison, and Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov. Students will read the novel over the course of the session, 

meeting daily to discuss the night’s reading. Students will develop a deeper appreciation for how books 

can change their understanding of the possibilities of fiction and how they can change the way they see the 

world. 

9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

FILM AS CARTOGRAPHY: MAPPING PLACE THROUGH FILM 

Matthew Goodman

This course is a field guide to the world in which students will consider, view, and discuss classic and  

contemporary films from countries including India, Nigeria, France, Cuba, Jamaica, and Native peoples of 

nations within the United States. These films will function as maps for students to explore unique places, 

cultures, landscapes, perspectives, and peoples of this world.

THE FASCINATING WORLD OF EUCLID 

Cem Inaltong 

Note: This course is intended for current 10th grade students.

This course will dive more deeply into Euclidean geometry and algebraic approaches to solving geometry 

problems. Students first will review important geometry and algebra concepts and skills and will then work 

on highly challenging and immensely fun geometry problems. This course will provide a robust preparation 

for pre-calculus and beyond.

 

TEXT, SOUND, AND THE MOVING IMAGE 

Kate Howard 

Note: Students will need access to a camera (which may be a phone camera) and a computer for editing 

purposes. 

In this course, students explore the dynamic relationship between text, sound, and the moving image to  

create a collection of original video poems. Exploring experimental approaches to writing and  

filmmaking, students will consider themes of time, place, and identity to express themselves through this 

hybrid art-making experience. Students will write poems, learn and practice filming techniques, and develop 

editing skills that include working with layers, found imagery, and a mash-up approach to sound design.

MASTERY: PHASE 3 

Mastery teacher 

NOTE: Because of the nature of this experience, students may sign up for multiple sessions of Mastery.

This course is an opportunity for new and current Mastery students to start new work or continue their work 

from the school year, providing time, space, and support for students to deep dive into purposeful,  

self-directed projects in an area of interest. Current Mastery students will meet with the instructor for 

individualized coaching and support, while students who are new to Mastery will embark on the Mastery 

journey toward productive, independent project work under instructor guidance. Students will investigate 

their heartfelt interests and, in so doing, learn and apply the concepts that power a Mastery mindset, 

including deep-dive research, personal learning networks, deliberate skill development, and enhanced 

reflection. Note that because of current shipping limitations, the focus of student work will be on that which 

is doable with readily available resources.

THE HIGHLINER: PUBLISHING 101 

Daniel Mendel

This course offers students the dedicated space for Highliner leadership, staff writers, and students who 

are interested in journalism and design to develop the skills and camaraderie necessary to publish print and 

digital media content. In the first week, students will develop publishable content as they study news media 

and cultural reporting and learn various narrative forms and styles. In the second week, students will study 

innovative print and digital media platforms as they develop the design of their own Highliner newsletter. 

website, and magazine platforms. The course will conclude with the team working collectively to publish 

their content, sharing it with the broader Avenues community.
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

SESSION 1
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 1
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
CHINESE

SESSION 1
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

WE AND OUR WORLD: THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AS A RIGHT FOR ALL 

Olga Valeria 

This course teaches students the importance of multicultural perspectives, urgent global issues, and their 

role in becoming actively participating citizens in our global society. Students will practice their listening, 

reading, conversational, and writing skills in Spanish in the themes of education, families and communities, 

global challenges, and contemporary life. Students will read the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and analyze one of the rights. They will then create their own NGO by writing its mission  

statement, focusing on one of the children’s rights and identifying how to raise awareness about the  

violations of this right, with an emphasis on how to find solutions. 

HISPANIC MOVIE CLUB 

Christopher Bolduc 

Note: This course is recommended for students in Spanish 3 or above. Students must have access to a  

Netflix account.

In this course, students will delve into films from Spanish-speaking countries to learn about the historical, 

political, and economic contexts that informed the making of popular films. Students may watch various 

titles, including “El laberinto del fauno,” “Fe de etarras,” “La hora final,” and “La noche de 12 años.” 

SONGWRITING IN SPANISH 

Jacinta Clusellas 

Note: Students should have an intermediate to advanced level of Spanish to participate in this course. 

In this course, students will learn the song-writing process by using prompts for free-flow writing and  

exercises to develop their creativity. They will listen to and analyze great songs in Spanish by South  

American songwriters and will use specific forms and ideas to write their own original songs. Students will 

also read and analyze South American poetry, writing music to these poems following instructor guidance, 

first adding rhythm, then melody, and lastly chords to make the poem into their own original songs. 

STORYTELLING IN CHINESE 

Spencer Baron 

Note: This course is recommended for students at Chinese level 4 and up.

In this course, students will study Chinese texts and writing and speaking exercises. They will develop a 

greater understanding of storytelling in Chinese, then compose their own Chinese stories.

我们来做午饭!/WO MEN LAI ZUO WU FAN! (LET’S MAKE LUNCH!) 

Haiwen Lu 

In this course, students will engage in an immersive cooking experience in which they will make one Chinese 

dish each class. Cultural stories will be interwoven in recipes, which will use common grocery store items. 

Parent supervision is suggested, as students will be using kitchen tools and the stove.

STORYTELLING IN CHINESE 

Spencer Baron 

Note: This course is recommended for students at Chinese level 4 and up. 

In this course, students will study Chinese texts and writing and speaking exercises. They will develop a 

greater understanding of storytelling in Chinese, then compose their own Chinese stories.
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

CHINESE LANGUAGE AND POP CULTURE 

Ting Wang 

“Edutainment” is a loose term describing any form of learning that utilizes entertainment in some way, 

including when learning a new language. In this course, students will watch different films and TV shows 

that cast Mandopop singers as the leads. Through this “edutainment,” students will learn both the Chinese 

language and more about modern Chinese pop culture. 
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Session 2
June 22–June 26 

and June 29–July 3
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NURSERY Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Spring Has Sprung!: Let’s Study The 
Seasons

Macon Andaya English • 38

Under The Sea: Submarine Adventure Jonathan Cosme English • 38

Glue-Less Collage For Young Children
Elisabeth 
Salegumba

English • 38

Dr. Seuss Adventures Child's Play NY English • 38

¡Vámonos Al Espacio! (Let's Go To 
Space!)

Merian Salazar Spanish • 38

Learn Spanish While You Sing 
Gisela Justicia 
Wegne

Spanish • 38

Storytelling Adventures!: Learn In 
Chinese

Xiao Liang Chinese • 39

Little Musicians: Exploring Chinese 
Music And Culture 

Xueting Wang Chinese • 39

Ni Hao, Peipei Zhu: Learning Chinese 
With Peppa Pig

Meixuan Li Chinese • 39

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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Pack up your scuba gear, because in this course, students will explore the ocean depths and all the  

wonderful sea creatures that live in it. What types of sea animals are there, and what do they do every day? 

Do sea animals take a bath? What do they eat, and where do they sleep? Students will explore all these 

questions and more as they learn fun facts about sea creatures and the importance of protecting our ocean 

life.

In this course, students will explore the ever-changing seasons and their effect on weather, plants, animals, 

and people. Students will engage in hands-on activities and science experiments related to rain clouds and 

flowers and will expand on their study of the seasons through yoga and movement activities, games, and 

stories.

UNDER THE SEA: SUBMARINE ADVENTURE 

Jonathan Cosme

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!: LET’S STUDY THE SEASONS 

Macon Andaya

SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

Inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education, this course engages young children 

in hands-on art-making. The process starts by thoughtfully selecting everyday materials to be transformed 

into art materials, training the brain to see more than one purpose in any object, more than one message 

embedded in any material. Students will engage in creativity-based decision-making and storytelling—

bringing their imagination to life through hands-on experiences—all while practicing important  

problem-solving and expressive language skills.

GLUE-LESS COLLAGE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Elisabeth Salegumba

NURSERY

Come join us in the wonderfully wild worlds of Dr. Seuss in this course inspired by the adventures of Horton, 

Yertle, The Lorax, and our other favorite Dr. Seuss characters. We will plant our own Truffula Tree, make our 

own feathered tails like Gertrude McFuzz, and have relay races as Thing 1 and Thing 2! Each day features a 

live interactive theater class, as well as guest artists leading crafts, dance, storytelling, and more.

DR. SEUSS ADVENTURES 

Child’s Play NY

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

SESSION 2
MORNING
SPANISH

Students explore the big universe in this exciting course. Young learners will engage in art projects,  

participate in movement activities, sing songs, and play games—all within the space exploration theme. They 

will learn all about the moon, stars, and planets and will use telescopes and rockets to explore with the  

astronauts!

Students will learn basic Spanish language vocabulary skills by exploring greetings, transportation, animals, 

home, weather, colors, numbers, etc.—all while singing their heart out. They will also engage in fun body 

percussion/movements, dramatic songs, and creative music activities.

¡VÁMONOS AL ESPACIO! (LET’S GO TO SPACE!) 

Merian Salazar 

LEARN SPANISH WHILE YOU SING 

Gisela Justicia Wegner  
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NURSERY

Students will practice their Chinese listening and speaking skills while having fun with their favorite  

character, Peppa Pig! Incorporating Chinese language learning through this favorite children’s character, this 

course encourages students to practice target Chinese vocabulary and phrases through teacher-led  

engagement and age-appropriate activities. Students will participate in Chinese-led activities such as  

coloring and counting while learning and growing in all developmental areas.

NI HAO, PEIPEI ZHU: LEARNING CHINESE WITH PEPPA PIG 

Meixuan Li

In this course, students explore Chinese language and culture through music. They will listen to popular 

Chinese songs and various genres of music while engaging in fun movement activities. They will also learn 

about traditional Chinese musical instruments.

LITTLE MUSICIANS: EXPLORING CHINESE MUSIC AND CULTURE 

Xueting Wang

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE

STORYTELLING ADVENTURES!: LEARN IN CHINESE 

Xiao Lian

Storytelling is the name of the game in this course that engages students in Chinese language learning.  

Students will listen to stories in Chinese on topics that young children love, including farm animals,  

playground games, home life, and fun summer activities. Stories about school life, including schedules and 

daily routines, will help children make important continued home-school connections. This course will  

include the introduction and frequent review of Chinese high-frequency words.
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN      Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Virtual Art Gallery Tours Rob Davis English • 41

My Home Is My Museum Jannine Robinson English • 41

Superheroes And Helpers Julie Sokoloff English • 41

Once Upon A Time Child’s Play NY English • 41

Mundo De Arte (World Of Art)
Mayra Julian and 
Evelyn Vivar

Spanish • 41

Global Gourmet: Bilingual Cooking 
And Culture

Gillian Larson Spanish • 41

A Taste Of China Shanshan Li Chinese • 42

Interactive Story Time Wei Zhang Chinese • 42

Artist Study Ziyao Zhuang Chinese • 42

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN

In this course, students go on virtual tours of Chelse art galleries to view artwork, make observations, and 

then create their own masterpieces inspired by what they see. This course incorporates the visual thinking 

strategies style of art education and is led by the students’ interests.

In this course, students explore artifacts, curiosities, and keepsakes from around the world. Students will 

search their own homes for similar everyday objects or possessions that are important to them, then curate 

their own personal museum using these artifacts. If your child enjoys visiting museums like the Smithsonian, 

NASA, the American Museum of Natural History, and other similar places around the world, this course is for 

them!

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY TOURS 

Rob Davis

MY HOME IS MY MUSEUM 

Jannine Robinson

SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

In this course, students learn about the superheroes and helpers among us in our communities in New 

York City and beyond. They will conduct interviews with police officers, firefighters, paramedics, medical 

professionals, and more and will learn about how these people keep us safe. Students will learn about how 

they can be “real life superheroes” who can help their families and communities, even while at home. We 

will work together on developing projects such as sending cards and other messages of thanks to essential 

workers and those in need.

SUPERHEROES AND HELPERS 

Julie Sokoloff

Grab your palace finery and join us in this adventurous and comedic exploration where kids use improv 

and acting to create their own contemporary fairy tales. We go “Into the Woods” to reverse a witch’s curse, 

climb a beanstalk, and dance at a ball. They decide what happens between “once upon a time” and  

“happily ever after!” Each day features a live interactive theater class, as well as guest artists who will lead 

crafts, dance, storytelling, and more. 

ONCE UPON A TIME 

Child’s Play NY

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

MUNDO DE ARTE (WORLD OF ART) 

Mayra Julian and Evelyn Vivar 

This course encourages students to develop a new mode of self-expression by creating a space for them 

to be creative and grow in confidence. Creating art expands a student’s ability to interact with the world 

around them and provides a new set of valuable skills for communication.

Join Ms. Larson and her ten-year-old twins (who are also Avenues students!) as they co-teach this bilingual 

Spanish and English global cooking course. Students will learn child-friendly recipes from around the world 

while sharing fun facts, listening to music, examining photographs, and learning about cultural traditions 

from each country.

GLOBAL GOURMET: BILINGUAL COOKING AND CULTURE  

Gillian Larson



P. 42

PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE In this cooking class, students will observe, touch, and taste while learning about ingredients, kitchen tools, 

and different cooking methods. This course immerses students in the Chinese language and culinary culture 

and provides the opportunity to think critically, follow instructions, problem solve, and express themselves 

creatively. 

A TASTE OF CHINA 

Shanshan Li

In this course, students will listen to high-interest, high-quality Chinese stories by various authors. Students 

will have the opportunity to learn reading skills while answering guided questions, learning commonly-used 

vocabulary, describing the illustration, and discussing main story elements. Students will make self-to-text 

and text-to-text connections while having fun speaking Chinese through role play. 

INTERACTIVE STORY TIME 

Wei Zhang

In this course, students will learn about some of the most famous artists from the Western to the Eastern 

world, including Piet Mondrian, Jackson Pollock, Andy Warhol, Georgia O’Keeffe, and Chang Dai-chien.  

Students will study collections of artist works, explore the shapes, colors, and techniques they used, and 

then recreate some of the elements using the artists’ techniques.

ARTIST STUDY 

Ziyao Zhuang
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Food Connections Ann Duffy English • 44

Read And Recreate Amy Frattarola English • 44

The Avenues Family Times: A Journey 
In Journalism

Jenna Komarin English • 44

Lego Steam Camp: Master Builders 
Unite!

Jamie Schlussel and 
Gillian Larson

English • 44

Brain Flexes: Critical Thinking And 
Problem Solving Through Play And 
Exploration

Kimberly Turner English • 44

Read, Draw And Write Meagan Gutierrez Spanish • 45

Drawing And Coloring Dahiana Romero Spanish • 45

Cocina De Amigos (Friends’ Kitchen) Evelyn Vivar Spanish • 45

Act It Out: Chinese Drama Joy Dong Chinese • 45

汉字乐高/Han Zi Le Gao (Hanzi Legos) Yaojia Qu Chinese • 45

动感中文/Dong Gan Zhong Wen 
(Crushing Wam In Chinese)

LiMei Ye and Jun-
hua Zhong

Chinese • 45

Storytelling Adventures!: Learn In 
Chinese

Xiao Liang Chinese • 46

Act It Out!: Chinese Drama Joy Dong Chinese • 46

KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE     Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

In this course, students will listen to various read alouds by some of our favorite K–1 authors, including Mo 

Willems, Kevin Henkes, Cynthia Rylant, and George McClements. After each read aloud, students will  

recreate an idea from the book by either drawing a picture or using objects from their own home. They 

might just make a bus for the Pigeon, a taco for a dragon, or their very own Knuffle Bunny!

In this course, students will explore what real food is, how to cook and bake simple recipes, and how to write 

their own recipes. They will learn about the history and culture behind what we eat while learning about the 

connections we all have with food. Students participate in discussions around fun food facts, then they will 

plan, prepare, and create a new dish each day. Students will share with the instructor and one another their 

discoveries, challenges, and successes.

FOOD CONNECTIONS 

Ann Duffy

READ AND RECREATE 

Amy Frattarola

SESSION 2
MORNING 
ENGLISH

In this course for writers of all abilities, students will become journalists and documentarians right in their 

own homes! They will conduct interviews, research topics that interest them, and write and draw about their 

friends and family in order to contribute to our summer class newspaper, The Avenues Family Times.  

Students will learn about the world at large and share nonfiction accounts and discoveries of their own  

surroundings and will employ the use of written articles, audio and video recordings, photography, and  

drawing. 

THE AVENUES FAMILY TIMES: A JOURNEY IN JOURNALISM 

Jenna Komarin

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON 
ENGLISH Calling all master builders, scientists, engineers, artists, and mathematicians! If your child loves Legos and 

has a passion for design, experimentation, and engineering, this is the course for them! Using Legos as the 

primary material, instructors and students will complete one major design challenge each day, including 

Building and Racing Lego Balloon Cars, Lego Catapults, Self-portraits with Legos, and Lego boats and 

water dams. Experiential learning is at the heart of this course that incorporates elements of design, math, 

science, and literacy. 

Active minds are just as important as active bodies! This course encourages students to use their  

imagination, intelligence, and creativity to solve puzzles and engage their critical thinking and  

problem-solving skills. Students will use crossword puzzles and Sudoku, tackle building challenges, and 

engage in daily activities that get them to think outside of the box.

LEGO STEAM CAMP: MASTER BUILDERS UNITE! 

Jamie Schlussel and Gillian Larson

BRAIN FLEXES: CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING THROUGH PLAY AND  

EXPLORATION 

Kimberly Turner
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

SESSION 2
MORNING 
SPANISH

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON 
SPANISH

In this course, students will listen to and read e-books. They will write or create an artifact reflective of their 

reading and revisit reading and writing strategies learned throughout the year while using their imaginations 

to create. The instructor will provide individualized feedback as students produce work and have fun!

In this course, students will engage in creative expression through drawing and coloring various objects, 

animals, and everyday items. They will practice landscape drawings and color their artwork. 

In this course, students will make healthy choices with simple snacks and treats from guacamole to fruit 

smoothies, ice pops to cupcakes and more! Students will learn fun healthy food facts and recipes as they 

meet in the cocina! 

READ, DRAW AND WRITE 

Meagan Gutierrez

DRAWING AND COLORING 

Dahiana Romero 

Note: This course meets once per day at 1:00 p.m.

COCINA DE AMIGOS (FRIENDS’ KITCHEN) 

Evelyn Vivar

This course encourages students to perform Chinese fairy tales by reading them, acting out parts, and  

creating costumes. Students will learn about Chinese culture that is interwoven through the tales while  

improving their Chinese comprehension skills in read alouds. Students will practice speaking through 

reading and memorizing their own lines while also exploring Chinese-style arts and crafts through costume 

making. 

ACT IT OUT: CHINESE DRAMA 
Joy Dong

SESSION 2
MORNING 
CHINESE

In this course, students will embark on a journey to learn all about Hanzi and build them with their own Lego 

pieces at home. Students will start by studying the storytelling of its historical origins and development of 

its characters, then delve into the study of radicals, the basic building blocks of Chinese characters.  

Radicals, like Lego pieces, incorporate patterns and stroke order. Students will use this knowledge to create 

their own unique and creative masterpieces.

In this course, students will learn Chinese songs and choreography and engage in interactive children’s 

games. This course incorporates movement and is a high-energy and playful time while connecting to the 

instructor and peers through speaking and hearing Chinese. Each session offers a check-in of individual 

feelings in a safe space, a movement and music exercise, and a breathing and “show-and-tell” portion to 

conclude.

汉字乐高/HAN ZI LE GAO (HANZI LEGOS) 

Yaojia Qu

动感中文/DONG GAN ZHONG WEN (CRUSHING WAM IN CHINESE) 

LiMei Ye and Junhua Zhong
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This course encourages students to perform Chinese fairy tales by reading them, acting out parts, and  

creating costumes. Students will learn about Chinese culture that is interwoven through the tales while  

improving their Chinese comprehension skills in read alouds. Students will practice speaking through 

reading and memorizing their own lines while also exploring Chinese-style arts and crafts through costume 

making. 

Storytelling is the name of the game in this course that engages students in Chinese language learning.  

Students will listen to stories in Chinese on topics that young children love, including farm animals,  

playground games, home life, and fun summer activities. Stories about school life, including schedules and 

daily routines, will help children make important continued home-school connections. This course will  

include the introduction and frequent review of Chinese high-frequency words.

ACT IT OUT: CHINESE DRAMA 
Joy Dong

STORYTELLING ADVENTURES!: LEARN IN CHINESE 

Xiao Liang

KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON 
CHINESE
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Read Aloud: Harry Potter And The 
Sorcerer's Stone

Chloe Blanchard English • 48

Giddy Up And Go! Rachel Kreibich English • 48

Second Grade World Course: 
Biomimicry Shelter Design

Laura Montague English • 48

Lights, Camera, Action! Julie Simon English • 48

Competition Math Evan Glazer English • 48

Maker Space In Place Rachel Lang English • 48

Growth Mindset Guided Read Aloud Liz Malone English • 49

Cooking And Writing: What A Mess! Julie Simon English •
Fanáticos De Dragón Y Sus Aventuras 
(Fans Of Dragón And His Adventures) 

Staci Hyman Spanish •
Around The World: The Virtual World 
Exploration

Dahiana Romero Spanish •

  

49

No Strings Attached: Hand Puppet 
Making

Maria Liebana Spanish •

49

Nature Inspires Us To Make Artworks! Rosalyn McCaine Spanish •
Card-Making Emily Chen Chinese •
扎染/Za Ran (Tie-Dye) Danna Zhang Chinese •

50 

50

汉字乐高/Han Zi Le Gao (Hanzi Legos) Yaojia Qu Chinese • 50

Recreate Richard Scarry's Busytown Danna Zhang Chinese • 50

Card-Making Emily Chen Chinese • 50

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

Select a course to see full description

Return to Table of Contents

49

50

49
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In this course, students and the instructor will read this story together and have the opportunity to engage 

in discussion questions with peers. 

Does your student love horses or want to learn more about them? Use this interest to spur investigation, 

exploration, and creativity, while developing important skills such as problem-solving, organization, reading 

and writing skills, and how to communicate with others. Along with studying the basics of horse behavior, 

appearance, and equine care through a variety of activities, students will listen to and read books about 

horses and pepper their learning with some thematic math practice.

This program is designed specifically for second graders in coordination with the World Course curriculum. 

In this course, students will explore concepts of biomimicry design, draw on understandings developed 

during non-fiction biome research, and deepen their understanding of sustainable design. Throughout the 

experience, students will engage with non-fiction reading, writing, annotations, drawings, and prototyping 

of biome-inspired shelter designs. 

READ ALOUD: HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER’S STONE 

Chloe Blanchard 

Note: This course meets once per day at 9:00 a.m.

GIDDY UP AND GO! 

Rachel Kreibich

SECOND GRADE WORLD COURSE: BIOMIMICRY SHELTER DESIGN 

Laura Montague

SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

In this course, students will learn to develop a plot to make their very own TV show, create their own  

characters and settings, and bring the show to life! Students will start by writing a script—just like real 

screenwriters—and will hear from screenwriter Brianna Yellen (“Law & Order”), who will offer tips on how to 

write a captivating show!

In this course, students will take on challenging math problems to stretch their minds and math skills.  

Mirroring Dr. Glazer’s third grade Math Club during the school year, students will be challenged to go even 

further in their exploration of math concepts and skills. Bring your own problems to stump your friends—and 

maybe even the teacher!

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!  

Julie Simon

COMPETITION MATH 

Evan Glazer

This course is an in-home design lab experience that will encourage students to see recycled and upcycled 

materials and the creative opportunities hidden within. Students will explore building, engineering, and 

STEAM as they have to be creative, mathematical, and scientific while working within the design process 

and the scientific method. Students will participate in lab projects with the opportunity for open discourse, 

design theory, and panel-based idea-sharing. 

MAKER SPACE IN PLACE 

Rachel Lang 

Note: Access to a printer for printing design sheets and logs is recommended.

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH



P. 49

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

Growth mindset is the belief that you can get better at anything if you keep trying and don’t give up, even 

if something is hard at first. In this course, students will listen to read alouds of stories with characters 

who overcome obstacles by demonstrating perseverance, flexibility, and patience. Students will explore 

the meaning of these concepts while sharpening their own reading comprehension skills through making 

predictions, identifying the big ideas, and then visualizing what happens next in the text. Students will study 

characters and how they change throughout the story, then discuss lessons learned in the context of a 

growth mindset.

GROWTH MINDSET GUIDED READ ALOUD  

Liz Malone

Have you ever tried to write in the kitchen and spilled ingredients all over your writing? This course is for 

students who love to cook and love to write. Students will get creative and develop new recipes using what 

they already have in the kitchen, then write their own cookbooks.

COOKING AND WRITING: WHAT A MESS! 

Julie Simon

In this course, students will explore the musings of the lovable Dragón in Dav Pilkey’s lighthearted,  

chuckle-inspiring early chapter book series. Students will listen to read alouds and engage in independent 

reading of these texts while practicing reading strategies and behaviors to hone their ability to read  

accurately and fluently in Spanish. Students will demonstrate their comprehension of Dragón’s adventures 

through creating characters and puppets, designing sets and costumes, and acting out scenes from the text 

while also adapting and retelling Dragón’s adventures through their own creative storytelling process.

FANÁTICOS DE DRAGÓN Y SUS AVENTURAS (FANS OF DRAGÓN AND HIS ADVENTURES)  

Staci Hyman

SESSION 2
MORNING
SPANISH

In this course, students learn “the sky’s the limit” as they journey around the world to learn about new 

cultures and languages, global foods, customs, and games. Activate your electronic passports and take a 

virtual world exploration!

Discover the exciting world of puppet-making in this course where students learn about puppetry as a tool 

for storytelling and performing plays. Students will learn about the many styles of puppets used in theater, 

movies, TV shows, and artwork, then they will design and build paper doll puppets, hand puppets, shadow 

puppets, and hand rod puppets (think Jim Henson’s Muppets!). Students will create a short movie using the 

Stop Motion Studio and iMovie apps on their iPad.

AROUND THE WORLD: THE VIRTUAL WORLD EXPLORATION  

Dahiana Romero

NO STRINGS ATTACHED: HAND PUPPET MAKING 

Maria Liebana 

Note: Students must have access to an iPad and install the Stop Motion Studio app and iMovie app.

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

This course will have students making art outside or using found natural elements. Students will learn 

drawing and painting from observation, up-close photography, and installation (the organization of natural 

elements into works of art). They will make original artworks and share their process with their classmates 

and will view, discuss, and be inspired by artists who use nature in their works. To participate in this course, 

students should have access to outdoor space and basic art materials.

NATURE INSPIRES US TO MAKE ARTWORKS! 

Rosalyn McCaine
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2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

This course aims to teach simple, do-it-yourself card-making using materials that can be found around the 

home, including colored paper, yarn, and colored pencils. Students will make thank-you cards, greeting 

cards, birthday cards, and more. The instructor will provide students with step-by-step instructions detailing 

how to create specific elements of a card, then students will use their independent time to create their own.

Tie-dying is a simple process that produces a unique and colorful result each time. This course teaches  

students a fun art-making technique that incorporates color identification, fine motor skills, following  

directions, and sequencing.

CARD-MAKING 

Emily Chen

扎染/ZA RAN (TIE-DYE) 

Danna Zhang

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE

In this course, students will embark on a journey to learn all about Hanzi and build them with their own Lego 

pieces at home. Students will start by studying the storytelling of its historical origins and development of 

its characters, then delve into the study of radicals, the basic building blocks of Chinese characters.  

Radicals, like Lego pieces, incorporate patterns and stroke order. Students will use this knowledge to create 

their own unique and creative masterpieces.

汉字乐高/HAN ZI LE GAO (HANZI LEGOS) 

Yaojia Qu

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
CHINESE

In this course, students will recreate the world in author/illustrator Richard Scarry’s Busytown using recycled 

materials that they can find at home. By building their own Busytown, students will understand the structure 

of a community and learn the importance of reusing and conserving earth resources.

This course aims to teach simple, do-it-yourself card-making using materials that can be found around the 

home, including colored paper, yarn, and colored pencils. Students will make thank-you cards, greeting 

cards, birthday cards, and more. The instructor will provide students with step-by-step instructions detailing 

how to create specific elements of a card, then students will use their independent time to create their own.

RECREATE RICHARD SCARRY’S BUSYTOWN  

Danna Zhang

CARD-MAKING 

Emily Chen
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE       Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Math Games And Puzzles Jeanne Bouvier English  • 52

The Chill Sessions: Mindful Hangouts Julia Carey English  • 52

Maker Space In Place Rachel Lang English  • 52

Drumline! Will Roble English  • 52

Basketball Camp In Place Jeanne Bouvier English  • 52

American Sign Language Julia Carey English  • 53

Backyard Astronomy Annika Gostomski English  • 53

Giddy Up And Go! Rachel Kreibich English  • 53

Printmaking, Stamping, And Artistic 
Processes Of Multiplicity

Rosalyn McCaine Spanish  • 53

Debate Club Ileana Mendez-Ruiz Spanish  • 53

Exploring Artists Of The Spanish-
Speaking World

Brooke May Spanish  • 54

Chinese Foodie's Scavenger Hunt Ying Qiu Chinese  • 54

Probability Sisi Yang Chinese  • 54

The Myth Behind 汉汉/ Han Zi (Chinese 
Character)

Maya Zhang Chinese  • 54

The Culture Of Ethnic Groups In China Ximo Tong Chinese  • 54

Ancient And Modern China Sisi Yang Chinese  • 54

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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MATH GAMES AND PUZZLES 

Jeanne Bouvier

Dice Games + Card Games + Puzzles = A Whole Lot of Fun with Math!  

In this course, students will play games and solve challenging puzzles that involve strategy, probability, 

numbers, patterns, and more. Through play and discovery, students will further develop their number sense, 

problem-solving skills, and flexibility in their thinking. You’ll need dice, a deck of playing cards, and a smile. 

Get ready to have a lot of fun in this course!

THE CHILL SESSIONS: MINDFUL HANGOUTS 

Julia Carey

Has staying home got you feeling a little different or maybe a bit off? Are you bored, worried, or upset? In 

this course, students will learn to use mindful practices to help them through the ups and downs of their day. 

In these hangouts, students will chat with the instructors and peers in a relaxed environment while learning 

strategies including breathing techniques, mindful eating, mindful listening, yoga and movement, and  

gratitude practices to help regulate emotions, problem solve, and find their inner creativity. 

MAKER SPACE IN PLACE 

Rachel Lang 

Note: Access to a printer for printing design sheets and logs is recommended.

This course is an in-home design lab experience that will encourage students to see recycled and  

upcycled materials and the creative opportunities hidden within. Students will explore building,  

engineering, and STEAM as they have to be creative, mathematical, and scientific while working within the 

design process and the scientific method. Students will participate in lab projects with the opportunity for 

open discourse, design theory, and panel-based idea-sharing. 

DRUMLINE! 

Will Roble 

Note: Students must have a pair of sticks and a drum pad to participate in this course. No prior experience is 

required. 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the drums and be part of a percussion group? In this course, 

students will learn about the cultural and practical aspects of a drumline while reviewing how to hold drum 

sticks properly, how to play the drum rudiments, and how to play more complex drum patterns, as well as 

how to read percussion music. 

BASKETBALL CAMP IN PLACE 

Jeanne Bouvier

For students who love to play basketball, this “basketball camp in place” will involve ball handling drills, 

defensive skills, shooting with (or without) a hoop, and overall wellness to become a better player. This is 

an active course that will provide a variety of drills and exercises suitable for wherever you are sheltering in 

place. All you need is a ball that bounces, some space to move, your smile, and a positive attitude. 

SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

PRINTMAKING, STAMPING, AND ARTISTIC PROCESSES OF MULTIPLICITY 

Rosalyn McCaine 

Note: Students must have basic printmaking materials, including soft rubber brayer, water-based  

printmaking ink, paper, scraps of fabric, a piece of plexiglass, sealant such as Mod Podge, and somewhere to 

dry the works (a large flat surface or a line with clothes pins).

This course will help students explore various explorative techniques in printmaking, including relief 

printmaking, collagraph, and monoprints. Students will make prints and stamps from found and recycled  

materials, natural materials, and even fruits and vegetables. Students will learn to apply the right amount 

of ink and pressure to the surface in order to achieve a good print and will be challenged in their technique 

to plan their working process while exploring patterning and meaning within imagery. Students must have 

basic printmaking and art materials. 

DEBATE CLUB 

Ileana Mendez-Ruiz

Have you ever tried to convince your parents to let you get a pet, have sweets for dinner, or even skip 

school? For students who love to persuade others and enjoy debating to convince others they are right, this 

course will help them develop persuasive skills by engaging in daily debates and writing persuasive pieces. 

Students will learn how to structure their arguments and use strong evidence to persuade others; perhaps 

they might even end up with a new pet!

SESSION 2
MORNING
SPANISH

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

Julia Carey

Did you know that Deaf Americans have their own language that they use to communicate? Did you know 

that sign language is not universal? In this course, students will expand their multilingualism by learning 

American Sign Language, which allows us to access and represent information visually and through  

movement and expression. Students will learn hundreds of signs, learn about Deaf culture, and even learn to 

interpret songs. 

BACKYARD ASTRONOMY 

Annika Gostomski 

Note: Students should have access to an outdoor space to view the nighttime sky.

Avenues students are “world-wise citizens at ease beyond their borders,” but what about the skies and  

beyond? In this course, students will learn how to navigate their way through the night sky and develop 

an appreciation for the remarkable celestial objects visible to them as night falls around the globe. They 

will study the celestial objects currently overhead in the Northern Hemisphere in early summer (when this 

course is taught) and will learn the history and mythology of planets and constellations as part of this study.

GIDDY UP AND GO! 

Rachel Kreibich

Does your student love horses or want to learn more about them? Use this interest to spur investigation, 

exploration, and creativity, while developing important skills such as problem-solving, organization, reading 

and writing skills, and how to communicate with others. Along with studying the basics of horse behavior, 

appearance, and equine care through a variety of activities, students will listen to and read books about 

horses and pepper their learning with some thematic math practice.
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

EXPLORING ARTISTS OF THE SPANISH-SPEAKING WORLD  

Brooke May 

This art course explores artists of the Spanish-speaking world and encourages students to experiment with 

their own artistic styles and vision. Students will expand on their own artistic identity and aesthetic while 

referencing techniques of great artists. With these artists as inspiration, students will practice a variety of 

drawing, painting, and mixed media techniques while thinking about color, light, form, and texture. Students 

will use readily-found materials and resources from around their homes and neighborhoods to create  

something new.

CHINESE FOODIE’S SCAVENGER HUNT  

Ying Qiu

Food is China! Because learning about food is a wonderful way to get to know a culture and its people, this 

course will teach students about many popular Chinese dishes, including how they are made and where to 

find them in NYC. Students will practice how to order these foods the way a native would and will have the 

opportunity to put Chinese language skills to practical use. 

PROBABILITY 

Sisi Yang 

If someone rolled two dice and asked you to guess what number they rolled, what would you guess? Would 

you believe there is actually a correct answer? In this course, students will learn about probability, play 

games, and predict outcomes of math games like math-magicians.

THE MYTH BEHIND 汉字/ HAN ZI (CHINESE CHARACTER) 

Maya Zhang

The 汉字/han zi (Chinese character) is a writing system that was developed more than 4000 years ago and 

is still in use today. From carving 汉字/han zi on tortoise shells to writing 汉字/han zi on paper to typing 汉
字/han zi on computer, it has not stopped evolving. In this course, students will uncover the myths of the 六
书/liu shu (six ways) of forming Chinese characters, the etymology of characters and the meanings behind 

them, radicals and how we use them to expand vocabulary, and the beauty of Chinese culture and  

characters and their future—plus so much more. 

THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

ANCIENT AND MODERN CHINA 

Sisi Yang 

Note: Access to a printer is strongly recommended for students who participate in this course.

What are aspects of civilization and what makes a civilization successful? How do legacies from the past 

influence actions of the present and the future? In this course, students will read and research ancient and 

modern China and engage in peer discussions about the study of civilizations.

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
CHINESE

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
SPANISH
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Broadway For Now Neil Ginsberg English • 56

Graphic Design “Photoshop” Rachel Park English • 56

Getting Ready For Math Competitions Cem Inaltong English • 56

Deconstructing The Canon Trevor Safford English • 56

Gender And The Media: Using The 
Media To Reimagine The World

Kira Schlesinger English • 56

The Emotional Lives Of Animals Michelle Tursellino English • 57

Food As A Window Into The 
Mediterranean World

Nadine Bou Rached English • 57

The Celebrity And Me: What Can Media 
Icons Teach Us About Feminism?

Samantha Sokol English • 57

Sounds Of Resistance: Hip-Hop And 
Racial Justice

Sarah Elrafei English • 57

Jewelry-Making Using 3d Printers And 
Laser Cutters

Steve Farnsworth English • 57

Nyc Government And Community 
Relations 101

Morgan Jones English • 57

You're Asian? I'm Asian! Cabrina Kang English • 58

Go! Vive A Tu Manera Elizabeth Blanken Spanish • 58

Global Challenges And Sustainable Life Olga Valeria Spanish • 58

Chinese Culture And Media Yi-Ching Hsieh Chinese • 58

The Culture Of Ethnic Groups In China Ximo Tong Chinese • 58

A Bite Of China: Foodies Without 
Borders

Junhua Zhong and 
LiMei Ye

Chinese • 58

Select a course to see full description

Return to Table of Contents
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

BROADWAY FOR NOW 

Neil Ginsberg

Although Broadway is currently dark, we can still experience it in this engaging course. Students will explore 

a different Broadway show each day by watching selected scenes, singing and playing its songs, recreating 

dances, performing monologues, and learning about the show in the larger context of Broadway history. 

Throughout the course, students will make videos of themselves performing an excerpt from the selected 

show on a Flipgrid page to showcase their work. This course is for musicians, singers, actors, and dancers at 

any level of skill, as long as they have Broadway in their hearts!

GRAPHIC DESIGN “PHOTOSHOP” 

Rachel Park

In this course, students will use Photoshop to create and manipulate images while exploring the potential 

of the medium to create personally meaningful compositions. Using a variety of created and found images, 

students will make complex compositional decisions and visual effects using filters, the graphics drawing 

toolbox, color effects, and the artful use of text. Students will document and narrate their work with Adobe 

Spark.

GETTING READY FOR MATH COMPETITIONS 

Cem Inaltong 

Math competitions offer some amazing and super fun problems. If you enjoy working with puzzles and  

dedicating your brainpower to come up with elegant solutions to any type of problem, join us to enjoy the  

immensely beautiful world of math contest problems. Students will work on a wide range of contest  

problems from a variety of sources and will develop a deeper appreciation of mathematics while becoming 

flexible and fluent in algebra and basic geometry skills.

SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

DECONSTRUCTING THE CANON 

Trevor Safford

In this course, students will deconstruct our literary canon and self-construct their own. They will first share 

their knowledge of how canons are constructed across time, geography, and preferences. Then they will 

write either a petition to suggest that an excluded text be included in the canon or a protest to dispute the 

inclusion of a text. Students will critically examine the inclusion of one text in the canon in terms of  

positionality, power, and privilege while asking who and what the text does or does not represent. Students 

will create a mini-canon— six to eight books intended for a middle school English classroom—with an  

accompanying analysis of their choices.

GENDER AND THE MEDIA: USING THE MEDIA TO REIMAGINE THE WORLD 

Kira Schlesinger

Do you love TikTok, Netflix, music, and video games? Have you heard of “the patriarchy” but you’re not quite 

sure how it affects you? In this course, students will uncover hidden messages in the media about beauty 

ideals and gender roles. In collaboration with students from “The Celebrity and Me” course, students will 

create a piece of media that pushes back against the dominant narrative in the media around us. By sharing 

their own creative vision with the world, students can contribute to building a society that is more open, 

creative, and abundant with possibility for all people.
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

THE EMOTIONAL LIVES OF ANIMALS 

Michelle Tursellino

Have you ever felt like you knew what your dog or cat was thinking? What about other animals like  

elephants, monkeys, and whales? In this course, students will learn about the emotional lives of animals and 

how research shows that humans are not alone in their capability to think and feel love, revenge, curiosity, 

guilt, and empathy. Students will look into the intelligence and emotions of animals and why we need them 

and will consider what we can learn about ourselves through studying them.

FOOD AS A WINDOW INTO THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD 

Nadine Bou Rached

Take a tasty trip to the Mediterranean in this hands-on cooking course. As students prepare and enjoy 

authentic, healthy, and delicious Mediterranean meals, they will discover how the customs, traditions, social 

status, culinary practices and tools, ceremonies, and values have affected this cuisine. Students will learn 

about the similarities in the recipes among various Mediterranean countries that reflect the intercultural  

exchanges over thousands of years and learn the nutritional and health benefits of Mediterranean cuisine. 

THE CELEBRITY AND ME: WHAT CAN MEDIA ICONS TEACH US ABOUT FEMINISM? 

Samantha Sokol

Lizzo and Billie Eilish are known for their catchy music and daring fashion choices, but did you know they 

teach us lessons about hidden messages in the media and how we can rise up against sexism? In this course, 

students will unpack how celebrities affect our own lives, from creating unattainable standards to rising up 

against a toxic media industry. Students will collaborate with students from “Gender in the Media” to create 

a piece of media that pushes back against the patriarchy.

SOUNDS OF RESISTANCE: HIP-HOP AND RACIAL JUSTICE 

Sarah Elrafei

In this course, students will study how the oppressive social conditions in the 1970s Bronx birthed the genre 

and culture of hip-hop and will explore systemic racism today. Students will listen to hip-hop songs, analyze 

their lyrics and sounds, and read non-fiction texts to expand their understanding of and appreciation for the 

genre. Students will study the works of Kendrick Lamar, J. Cole, Rapsody, Lauryn Hill, Lupe Fiasco, Childish 

Gambino, Kanye West, and IDK. Students will create their own raps or slam poems inspired by a social 

justice issue that matters to them.

JEWELRY-MAKING USING 3D PRINTERS AND LASER CUTTERS 

Steve Farnsworth 

In this course, students will design and make jewelry using 3D modeling and printing, laser engraving, and 

laser cutting. Students will learn creative jewelry design techniques, as well as jewelry-making skills to make 

and assemble necklaces, rings, bracelets, pins, and other items. We will learn both hand drawing techniques 

and design software programs to create innovative jewelry. Depending on interest, we might also explore 

how to start an online jewelry shop. Students do not need prior experience to participate.

NYC GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS 101 

Morgan Jones

NYC is dynamic because of its people, and it takes a dynamic government to meet the needs of its  

community. In this course, students learn about the functions of government at a local level with former 

Mayor’s Office staff member and Avenues New York director of community engagement, Mr. Morgan 

A. Jones. Coursework will include learning about the functions of city officials, key NYC regulations and 

policies, and the functionality of community boards. Students will meet various elected officials, city agency 

representatives, and key members of the NYC community that make NYC “The City That Never Sleeps.”

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE

YOU’RE ASIAN? I’M ASIAN! 

Cabrina Kang

This course offers a safe space for students who identify as Asian American to discuss their ideas and 

feelings. This is a place where students will share their cultural experiences, learn about strong Asian 

American leaders and Asian American history, and discuss current events that affect Asian Americans 

today.

GO! VIVE A TU MANERA 

Elizabeth Blanken 

Note: Students must have access to a Netflix account to participate in this course.

In this course, students will develop their Spanish proficiency through discussing, reading, and writing about 

the PG-rated Argentinian series “Go! Vive a Tu Manera,” a show that follows talented teenager Mia, who wins 

a scholarship to the prestigious Saint Mary’s Academy known for its performing arts department. Students 

strengthen their Spanish skills as they study the show’s musical numbers and engage in a wide variety of 

show-related readings and activities that explore cultural products, practices, and perspectives from  

Buenos Aires. Students will explore themes including family, class, identity, and stereotypes as they are  

interwoven throughout the course.

GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND SUSTAINABLE LIFE 

Olga Valeria 

In this course, students will study the importance of human impact on the environment, the conscious use of 

resources, the concern for the future of the planet, and the problems that need our attention in order to  

provide a safe environment. They will explore environmental issues affecting us, learn about alternative 

energy and recycling, and discuss the “Tiny House” movement as a way to create a smaller ecological  

footprint.

SESSION 2
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE

CHINESE CULTURE AND MEDIA 

Yi-Ching Hsieh 

In this course, students will practice and advance their Chinese language proficiency by exploring cultural 

and media materials, including the news and newspapers, films and songs, contemporary issues, and  

handcrafted arts. Students will explore primary source materials and then move to discuss and create their 

own as they learn Chinese in a meaningful way. 

THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

A BITE OF CHINA: FOODIES WITHOUT BORDERS 

Teachers: Junhua Zhong and LiMei Ye

Take a bite out of China from home! Students who miss traveling this year can still “travel” in this course 

designed for those interested in learning about Chinese culture and authentic Chinese cuisine. Each day, 

students will learn about Chinese culture and try one recipe that is easy, simple, and delicious. Students of 

all Chinese language levels are welcome to participate.

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
CHINESE
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE       Session 2: June 22–26 and June 19–July 3

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Why Buildings Stand Up: The Strength 
Of Architecture

Michael Shorr English • 60

The Privatization Of Water And 
Neoliberalism In Latin America

Christopher Bolduc English • 60

Statistics Part 2: Bivariate Data 
Analysis And Visualization

Simon Jarcho English • 60

The (Un)Real Story: Princess Jasmine Tori Marroquin English • 60

College Essay-Writing Daniel Mendel English • 60

The Good Life: An Ethics Bowl Debate Brady Smith English • 61

Covid-19 Design Challenge: Making 
Solutions With 3d Printing, Electronics, 
Programming, And More

Steve Farnsworth English • 61

Are You Ready For Calculus? Cem Inaltong English • 61

Designing For Performance
Alex Aron and Kate 
Howard

English • 61

The Artist As Prophet Matthew Goodman English • 61

Foundations Of Buddhism Spencer Baron English • 62

Music As Medicine Sousan Hammad English • 62

Mastery: Phase 3 Mastery Teacher English • 62

Infinites Caleb Wiese English • 62

We And Our World: The Importance Of 
Education As A Right For All

Olga Valeria Spanish • 62

Songwriting In Spanish Jacinta Clusellas Spanish • 63

Storytelling In Chinese Spencer Baron Chinese • 63

Chinese Buzzwords And Slang Words Meixuan Li Chinese • 63

Introduction To Business Chinese Meixuan Li Chinese • 63

Chinese Language And Pop Culture Ting Wang Chinese • 63

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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SESSION 2
MORNING
ENGLISH

WHY BUILDINGS STAND UP: THE STRENGTH OF ARCHITECTURE 

Michael Shorr

Welcome to the extraordinary world of architecture! In this course, students will journey through the history 

of human construction, learning about the science, technology, and engineering that developed as people 

sought to house themselves, their businesses, and their institutions in ever-taller structures. Students will 

explore some of these concepts with hands-on, at-home design challenges. 

THE PRIVATIZATION OF WATER AND NEOLIBERALISM IN LATIN AMERICA 

Christopher Bolduc

Since the decolonization of Latin America after World War II, neoliberalist policies have attempted to  

alleviate poverty, corruption, and violence by opening up free markets and allowing Latin America to enter 

the global market as a competitive partner. While there have been benefits related to these policies, there is 

also criticism of neoliberalism. In this course, students will examine the case study of the water wars in  

Cochabamba, Bolivia to examine the pros and cons of neoliberalism and what changes—if any—should be 

made to meet the needs of Latin Americans across the wealth spectrum. 

STATISTICS PART 2: BIVARIATE DATA ANALYSIS AND VISUALIZATION 

Simon Jarcho

We all know that ice cream sales skyrocket in the warm summer months, as does attendance at the beach. 

Does that mean that ice cream consumption causes people to want to swim in the ocean? Confusion about 

the difference between correlation and causation is at the heart of why statistics are often misused and  

misunderstood in everyday life. In this course, students will use real data to build a better understanding of 

how to interpret and visualize relationships between variables.

THE (UN)REAL STORY: PRINCESS JASMINE 

Tori Marroquin 

In this course, students unleash their imaginations and craft their own short stories. A young queen saves 

her own life and the lives of her comrades by telling a murderous king only one part of a story each night. 

Every night she stops at a cliffhanger with the famous words, “What is this compared to what I shall tell you 

tomorrow, if you let me live?” The king finds himself unable to kill her, as he simply must know how the story 

ends! And so we have The Arabian Nights, a collection of short stories, including that of Jasmine and  

Aladdin. Students will read these, then write their own stories, building their narrative skills and creating 

their own scintillating cliffhangers!

COLLEGE ESSAY-WRITING 

Daniel Mendel 

Note: This course is designed for students who are currently in 11th grade.

This course provides students with the guidance and skills they need to compose a highly effective and 

original college application essay. In studying the art and science behind composing a compelling  

submission, students will look at examples ranging from nationally renowned essays to highly memorable 

essays written by Avenues alumni/ae. Group sessions will feature readings and discussions designed for 

students to critically analyze successful essays, as well as writing workshops designed to offer peer and 

teacher feedback and support. The instructor will brainstorm and discuss ideas individually with students 

and will provide additional feedback and support throughout the writing process, with the goal of  

completing at least one college application-ready essay.

9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

THE GOOD LIFE: AN ETHICS BOWL DEBATE 

Brady Smith

We frequently talk about “the good life,” and Avenues’ mission even promises to develop students who are 

“architects of lives that transcend the ordinary”; but what goodness is remains the subject of intense debate. 

In this course, students learn about the basics of philosophical ethics by participating in a virtual ethics bowl 

that rewards collaboration and the careful parsing of big questions. Students will read excerpts from major 

philosophical thinkers and ponder examples of literature and film that ask them to consider pressing ethical 

questions. They will also define ethical questions, research and develop their chosen symposium issues, and 

develop the mental agility necessary to successfully participate in an ethics bowl debate. 

COVID-19 DESIGN CHALLENGE: MAKING SOLUTIONS WITH 3D PRINTING, ELECTRONICS, 

PROGRAMMING, AND MORE 

Steve Farnsworth

In this course, students will consider problems caused by the current pandemic and will use design,  

prototyping, and making skills to solve the challenge of their choosing. Depending on the challenges  

students choose, they will learn and apply 3D modeling, 3D printing, laser-cutting, electronics,  

programming, video making, and/or community organizing. No experience needed.

ARE YOU READY FOR CALCULUS? 

Cem Inaltong  

Note: This course is intended for students currently in 11th grade.  

Are you fluent in trigonometry? Are you able to flexibly use exponential and logarithmic functions? Can 

you find your way easily in working with infinite series? Even if your answer to these questions is yes, being 

fluent in these topics will make a huge difference in your success in 12th grade calculus or in higher-level 

college courses. Join us for a robust and fun practice of pre-calculus problems.

DESIGNING FOR PERFORMANCE 

Teachers: Alex Aron and Kate Howard

How does a physical space impact a performance? How does performance respond to a specific  

environment? In this course, students will look at the relationship between design and performance, from 

traditional set design to “living museums” in which the artist inhabits their environment for a public  

performance. In this course, students will use what is at their disposal to construct specific environments 

for a performance. Then, using found text and original writing, students will conceive a performance piece 

around a specific visual setting. 

THE ARTIST AS PROPHET 

Matthew Goodman

How do artists recover the past and explain our present, and in what ways do artists chronicle who we 

were, where we came from, and where we are going? This course offers students a deep dive into the way 

artists act as prophets by creating work that reminds us about our relationship with ourselves, each other, 

the world, and the universe. Students will study the work of various artists and how it relates to action and 

social progress.

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

FOUNDATIONS OF BUDDHISM 

Spencer Baron

Students in this course take a deep dive into Buddhist philosophy, learning from secondary sources such 

as commentary from sages and primary sutra excerpts to understand the philosophical and religious 

framework of Buddhism and how it was transformed based on its travel throughout Asia and the Western 

world.

MUSIC AS MEDICINE 

Course Language: English

This course examines the many reaches of music. By understanding how songs reflect and shape culture, 

students will learn the political, social, and cultural context of both familiar and unfamiliar songs. In addition 

to learning the curious origin stories and biographical information of various artists, the course will share 

insights about the importance and healing quality of music. With songs ranging from protest music to 

popular bubblegum hits, this course will set students on a path to deeper listening. 

MASTERY: PHASE 3 

Mastery teacher 

Note: Because of the nature of this experience, students may sign up for multiple sessions of Mastery.

This course is an opportunity for new and current Mastery students to start new work or to continue their 

work from the school year, providing time, space, and support for students to deep dive into purposeful, 

self-directed projects in an area of interest. Current Mastery students will meet with the instructor for 

individualized coaching and support, while students who are new to Mastery will embark on the Mastery 

journey toward productive, independent project work under instructor guidance. Students will investigate 

their heartfelt interests and, in so doing, learn and apply the concepts that power a Mastery mindset, 

including deep-dive research, personal learning networks, deliberate skill development, and enhanced 

reflection. Note that because of current shipping limitations, the focus of student work will be on that which 

is doable with readily available resources.

INFINITES 

Caleb Wiese 

Note: Students who participate in this course should be familiar with polynomial functions.

In this course, students will explore the notion of “infinity” in two distinct mathematical contexts. One will 

allow for division-by-zero and extends traditional geometry (exploring infinity as an algebraic and arithmetic 

tool), while the other context concerns infinity as a quantity and includes infinitely many different sizes of 

infinity to explore. What starts with simple counting leads to some mind-bending consequences. Students 

will be challenged to break mathematical rules in careful and productive ways and to learn to apply careful 

reasoning in abstract contexts where intuition can lead them astray. 

SESSION 2
MORNING
SPANISH

WE AND OUR WORLD: THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AS A RIGHT FOR ALL 

Olga Valeria

This course teaches students the importance of multicultural perspectives, urgent global issues, and their 

role in becoming actively participating citizens of our global society. Students will practice their listening, 

reading, conversational, and writing skills in Spanish in the themes of education, families and communities, 

global challenges, and contemporary life. Students will read the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child and analyze one of the rights. They will then create their own NGO by writing its mission 

statement, focusing on one of the children’s rights and identifying how to raise awareness about the 

violations of this right, with an emphasis on finding solutions. 



P. 63

9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

SESSION 2
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
CHINESE

STORYTELLING IN CHINESE 

Spencer Baron 

Note: This course is recommended for students at level Chinese 2, 3, and 4. 

In this course, students will study Chinese texts and writing and speaking exercises. They will develop a 

greater understanding of storytelling in Chinese, then compose their own Chinese stories.

 

CHINESE BUZZWORDS AND SLANG WORDS 

Meixuan Li 

Note: Students should have a basic understanding of Chinese to participate in this course, but all levels of 

Chinese are welcome.

Have you ever felt that the Chinese you learned is too academic or not practical enough? Do you want to 

know the latest buzzwords and what is trending now in China? Do you want to be in on inside jokes among 

Chinese speakers? In this course, students will learn the latest Chinese buzzwords and slang, while getting 

an inside look at what daily life is like in China. At the end of the course, students will create a short video or 

use another mode of presentation to show what they learned.

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS CHINESE  

Meixuan Li 

Note: Students should have a basic understanding of Chinese to participate in this course, but all levels of 

Chinese are welcome.

This course prepares and enhances both students’ Chinese business communication skills and their cross-

cultural awareness. Through business-oriented situational dialogues that use industry and  

workplace-specific vocabulary and expressions, students will learn how to interact with future employees, 

clients, and local colleagues in China while learning about basic Chinese social norms.

CHINESE LANGUAGE AND POP CULTURE 

Ting Wang 

“Edutainment” is a loose term describing any form of learning that utilizes entertainment in some way, 

including when learning a new language. In this course, students will watch different films and TV shows 

that cast Mandopop singers as the leads. Through this “edutainment,” students will learn both the Chinese 

language and more about modern Chinese pop culture. 

SONGWRITING IN SPANISH 

Jacinta Clusellas 

Note: Students should have an intermediate to advanced level of Spanish to participate in this course. 

In this course, students will learn the songwriting process by using prompts for free-flow writing and 

exercises to develop their creativity. They will read and analyze poems in Spanish from South America, 

writing music to these poems following instructor guidance, first adding rhythm, then melody, and lastly 

chords to make the poem into their own original songs.

SESSION 2
AFTERNOON
SPANISH
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Session 3
July 6–10 and July 13–17
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NURSERY Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Under The Sea: Submarine Adventure Jonathan Cosme English • 66

Glue-Less Collage For Young Children
Elisabeth 
Salegumba

English • 66

Adventure Series Child’s Play NY Englsih • 66

Learn Spanish While You Sing Justicia Wegner Spanish • 66

Cuentacuentos Noemi Perez Spanish • 66

Storytelling Adventures!: Learn In 
Chinese

Xiao Liang Chinese • 66

Ni Hao, Peipei Zhu: Learning Chinese 
With Peppa Pig

Meixuan Li Chinese • 66

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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NURSERY

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH

Pack up your scuba gear, because in this course, students will explore the ocean depths and all the  

wonderful sea creatures that live in it. What types of sea animals are there, and what do they do every day? 

Do sea animals take a bath? What do they eat, and where do they sleep? Students will explore all these 

questions and more as they learn fun facts about sea creatures and the importance of protecting our ocean 

life.

Inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education, this course engages young children 

in hands-on art-making. The process starts by thoughtfully selecting everyday materials to be transformed 

into art materials, training the brain to see more than one purpose in any object, more than one message 

embedded in any material. Students will engage in creativity-based decision-making and storytelling—

bringing their imagination to life through hands-on experiences—all while practicing important  

problem-solving and expressive language skills.

Children expand their imaginations as they dive into magical travels, embark on ocean adventures, act out 

fairy tales, and improvise animal characters! Students will learn how to use their bodies, voices, and  

imagination to support their own adventures. Each day features a live interactive theater class, as well as 

guest artists who will lead crafts, dance, storytelling, and more.

UNDER THE SEA: SUBMARINE ADVENTURE 

Jonathan Cosme

GLUE-LESS COLLAGE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Elisabeth Salegumba

ADVENTURE SERIES 

Child’s Play NY

Students will learn basic Spanish language vocabulary skills while exploring topics such as greetings,  

transportation, animals, home, weather, colors, numbers, etc.—all while singing their heart out. They will also 

engage in fun body percussion/movements, dramatic songs, and creative music activities.

LEARN WHILE YOU SING 

Gisela Justicia Wegner

SESSION 3
MORNING
SPANISH

Favorite stories come to life in this course as students hear a new story each day with opportunities to 

participate and practice their Spanish. They will create puppets and props based on these stories, then 

share their work with the instructor and peers. Storytelling, Spanish, and fun come together in this engaging 

course for young children.

CUENTACUENTOS 

Noemi Perez

SESSION 3
MORNING
CHINESE Storytelling is the name of the game in this course that engages students in Chinese language learning.  

Students will listen to stories in Chinese on topics that young children love, including farm animals,  

playground games, home life and fun summer activities. Stories about school life, including schedules and 

daily routines, will help children make important continued home-school connections. This course will  

include the introduction and frequent review of Chinese high-frequency words.

STORYTELLING ADVENTURES!: LEARN IN CHINESE 

Xiao Lian

SESSION 3
MORNING
ENGLISH

Students practice their Chinese listening and speaking skills while having fun with their favorite character, 

Peppa Pig! Incorporating Chinese language learning through this favorite children’s character, this course 

will encourage students to practice target Chinese vocabulary and phrases through teacher-led  

engagement and age-appropriate activities. Students will participate in Chinese-led activities such as  

coloring and counting while learning and growing in all developmental areas.

NI HAO, PEIPEI ZHU: LEARNING CHINESE WITH PEPPA PIG 

Meixuan Li
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN       Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Virtual Art Gallery Tours Rob Davis English • 68

My Home Is My Museum Jannine Robinson English • 68

The Next Best Invention Julie Simon English • 68

Virtual Exploration Of New York City Julie Sokoloff English • 68

Frozen Adventures Child’s Play NY English • 68

Mundo De Arte (World Of Art)
Mayra Julian and 
Evelyn Vivar

Spanish • 68

Global Gourmet: Bilingual Cooking 
And Culture 

Gillian Larson Spanish • 69

Chinese Crafts Shanshan Li Chinese • 69

Artist Study Ziyao Zhuang Chinese • 69

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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SESSION 3
MORNING
ENGLISH In this course, students go on virtual tours of Chelse art galleries to view artwork, make observations, and 

then create their own masterpieces inspired by what they see. This course incorporates the visual thinking 

strategies style of art education and is led by the students’ interests.

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY TOURS 

Rob Davis

In this course, students explore artifacts, curiosities, and keepsakes from around the world. Students will 

search their own homes for similar everyday objects or possessions that are important to them, then curate 

their own personal museum using these artifacts. If your child enjoys visiting museums like the Smithsonian, 

NASA, the American Museum of Natural History, and other similar places around the world, this course is for 

them!

MY HOME IS MY MUSEUM 

Jannine Robinson

Is there something that your child has always wanted to create that is not yet out there in our world? This 

course is the opportunity to do just that—to make the next best invention! Under instructor guidance,  

students will first review a design folio of ideas, then draw their ideas, and, finally, use household materials 

to create their models. Marketing these inventions is the last step in this exciting process. 

THE NEXT BEST INVENTION 

Julie Simon

Explore and experience New York City without even leaving home! In this course, students will virtually visit 

and learn about iconic landmarks including the Freedom Tower, bridges, Central Park, Yankee Stadium, and 

the High Line. Students will create their own landmarks, incorporating elements of architecture while 

practicing important literary and match skills. 

VIRTUAL EXPLORATION OF NEW YORK CITY 

Julie Sokoloff 

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH Students will bravely go “Into the Unknown” in this musical theater class! Drawing inspiration from the  

original Snow Queen fairy tale as well as the popular films, kids will generate their own original stories. 

Theater games and improvs will have them racing reindeer, getting lost (and found!) in the woods, building 

snowmen, and belting out loud to unite the kingdoms! Each day features a live interactive theater class, as 

well as guest artists who will lead crafts, dance, storytelling, and more.

FROZEN ADVENTURES 

Child’s Play NY 

SESSION 3
MORNING
SPANISH

MUNDO DE ARTE (WORLD OF ART) 

Mayra Julian and Evelyn Vivar 

This course encourages students to develop a new mode of self-expression by creating a space for them 

to be creative and grow in confidence. Creating art expands a student’s ability to interact with the world 

around them and provides a new set of valuable skills for communication.

PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN
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PRE-K–KINDERGARTEN

SESSION 3
MORNING
CHINESE

Join Ms. Larson and her ten-year-old twins (who are also Avenues students!) as they co-teach this bilingual 

Spanish and English global cooking course. Students will learn child-friendly recipes from around the world 

while sharing fun facts, listening to music, examining photographs, and learning about cultural traditions 

from each country.

GLOBAL GOURMET: BILINGUAL COOKING AND CULTURE  

Gillian Larson

This course provides students with a hands-on opportunity to discover, create, and practice arts and crafts 

in Chinese culture. Students will learn about all forms and varieties of crafts within China’s rich cultural  

heritage, including paper cutting, paper folding, Chinese painting, weaving, beading, collage, and found  

materials art. Chinese stories and music will be interwoven throughout the course.

In this course, students will learn about some of the most famous artists from the Western to the Eastern 

world, including Piet Mondrian, Jackson Pollock, Andy Warhol, Georgia O’Keeffe, and Chang Dai-chien.  

Students will study collections of artist works, explore the shapes, colors, and techniques they used, and 

then recreate some of the elements using the artists’ techniques.

CHINESE CRAFTS 

Shanshan Li

ARTIST STUDY 

Ziyao Zhuang
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Around The World In Two Weeks Elizabeth Boyd English • 71

Food Connections Ann Duffy English • 71

Building Computer Science 
Fundamentals With Block-Based 
Programs

Sara Hayes English • 71

Introduction To Poetry Janaina Aufiero English • 71

The Next Best Invention Julie Simon English • 71

A World Of Math Kimberly Turner English • 71

Read, Draw And Write Meagan Gutierrez Spanish • 72

Todo Sobre Los Perros (All About 
Dogs)

Staci Hyman Spanish • 72

Fun With Technology Joy Dong Chinese • 72

动感中文/Dong Gan Zhong Wen 
(Crushing Wam In Chinese)

LiMei Ye and Wei 
Zhang

Chinese • 72

Storytelling Using 定格动画/Ding Ge 
Dong Hua (Stop Motion)

Danna Zhang Chinese • 72

Fun Math In Chinese Joy Dong Chinese • 73

Travel With Me Cheng Dong Chinese • 73

KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE      Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

Select a course to see full description

Return to Table of Contents
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SESSION 3
MORNING 
ENGLISH In this course, students interested in geography and culture will explore a different country or region of the 

world each day. During explorations, they will dive into local customs, foods, clothing, landscapes, and  

landmarks. For example, students will see Mt. Kilimanjaro and the animals that live there up close when 

exploring Tanzania and make empanada dough when learning about Argentina. Each day a new adventure 

awaits!

AROUND THE WORLD IN TWO WEEKS 

Elizabeth Boyd

In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of computer science programming while they engage 

with a variety of lesson formats, including unplugged experiences, completing online activities and puzzles, 

and creating projects using Scratch Jr. Students will learn how to sequence steps to write algorithms that 

complete tasks and build simple projects. They will learn to use block-based programming; then, once  

familiar, they will tackle building projects that allow them to get creative and express themselves.

In this course, students will explore what real food is, how to cook and bake simple recipes, and how to write 

their own recipes. They will learn about the history and culture behind what we eat while learning about the 

connections we all have with food. Students participate in discussions around fun food facts, then they will 

plan, prepare, and create a new dish each day. Students will share with the instructor and one another their 

discoveries, challenges, and successes.

BUILDING COMPUTER SCIENCE FUNDAMENTALS WITH BLOCK-BASED PROGRAMS 

Sara Hayes

FOOD CONNECTIONS 

Ann Duffy

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON 
ENGLISH In this course, students will learn about the various styles of poetry by listening to poems and reading and 

writing their own poetry while exploring rhyme, alliteration, personification, and imagery. Students will learn 

how to put words together to form meaning and context and will practice choosing the right words to  

create imagery and effect.

Is there something that your child has always wanted to create that is not yet out there in our world? This 

course is the opportunity to do just that—to make the next best invention! Under instructor guidance,  

students will first review a design folio of ideas, then draw their ideas, and, finally, use household materials 

to create their models. Marketing these inventions is the last step in this exciting process. 

INTRODUCTION TO POETRY 

Janaina Aufiero

THE NEXT BEST INVENTION 

Julie Simon

KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON 
ENGLISH This course is for the young and curious mathematician. With daily math missions, students will learn 

through play and exploration of a range of math topics, including grouping, sorting, skip-counting, telling 

time, 2-D and 3-D shapes, measurement, counting, money, addition, and subtraction. Students will learn how 

math is used and found in their world and why math is a vital part of their everyday lives. 

A WORLD OF MATH 

Kimberly Turner
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

SESSION 3
MORNING 
SPANISH In this course, students will listen to and read e-books. They will write or create an artifact reflective of their 

reading and will revisit reading and writing strategies learned throughout the year while using their  

imaginations to create. The instructor will provide individualized feedback as students produce work and 

have fun!

READ, DRAW AND WRITE 

Meagan Gutierrez

SESSION 3
MORNING 
CHINESE

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON 
SPANISH

In this course, students will explore the newest and coolest iPad tools and use digital cameras to take  

pictures and videos to upload and edit. Students will design and create their own interactive videos and 

games while creating online posters, animated cartoons, and stories through the use of innovative  

technology.

In this course, students will inquire and explore all about our favorite four-legged furry (or hairless) friends. 

Students will study dog ancestry and physical characteristics guided by their own inquiries and  

observations. Students will learn how to care for dogs, build a dog bed, create a game, or use photography 

and art to show how to care for and engage with dogs. Students will study dogs through a cultural lens and 

celebrate service dogs around the world. Students do not need to have a dog to participate in this course 

(but they might ask for one after!).

In this course, students will learn Chinese songs and choreography and engage in interactive children’s 

games. This course incorporates movement and is a high-energy and playful time while connecting to the 

instructor and peers through speaking and hearing Chinese. Each session offers a check-in of individual 

feelings in a safe space, a movement and music exercise, and a breathing and “show-and-tell” portion to 

conclude.

FUN WITH TECHNOLOGY 

Joy Dong

TODO SOBRE LOS PERROS (ALL ABOUT DOGS) 

Staci Hyman

动感中文/DONG GAN ZHONG WEN (CRUSHING WAM IN CHINESE) 

LiMei Ye and Wei Zhang

SESSION 3
MORNING
CHINESE

Stop-motion is the traditional cinematographic technique that was first used to give illustrated figures the 

impression of movement. This is a simple hands-on technique that young students can learn too. While 

learning and trying the principles of stop-motion, students will learn to project and play a story while testing 

out their ideas through trial and error. Technology, education, creativity, and play come together in this 

course.

STORYTELLING USING 定格动画/DING GE DONG HUA (STOP MOTION) 

Danna Zhang 

Note: Students must have access to an iPhone or iPad and install the Stop Motion Studio app.
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KINDERGARTEN–1ST GRADE

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
CHINESE Math is magic! This course helps students explore how patterns can come alive, shapes can create and build, 

and numbers can open up a whole new world. Students will play math games and even design their own 

math games in Chinese.

In this course, students will explore several cities both in China and worldwide to learn about interesting 

facts and elements in those places. The course will focus on oral production and building vocabulary.  

Students will choose one city or place of interest to study together with the instructor and peers.

FUN MATH IN CHINESE 

Joy Dong

TRAVEL WITH ME 

Cheng Dong
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COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Read Aloud: Harry Potter And The 
Sorcerer's Stone

Chloe Blanchard English • 75

Math Games And Puzzles Jeanne Bouvier English • 75

Giddy Up And Go! Rachel Kreibich English • 75

Second Grade World Course: 
Biomimicry Shelter Design

Laura Montague English • 75

Basketball Camp In Place Jeanne Bouvier English • 75

Maker Space In Place Rachel Lang English • 75

Second Grade World Course: 
Biomimicry Shelter Design

Laura Montague English • 76

Fanáticos De Dragón Y Sus Aventuras 
(Fans Of Dragón And His Adventures) 

Staci Hyman Spanish • 76

Printmaking, Stamping, And Artistic 
Processes Of Multiplicity

Rosalyn McCaine Spanish • 76

Nature Inspires Us To Make Artworks! Rosalyn McCaine Spanish • 76

Card-Making Emily Chen Chinese • 76

Chinese Genius Hour! Ying Qiu Chinese • 77

扎染/Za Ran (Tie-Dye) Danna Zhang Chinese • 77

中文无字书/Zhong Wen Wu Zi Shu 
(Chinese Wordless Picture Books)

Yaojia Qu Chinese • 77

Recreate Richard Scarry's Busytown Danna Zhang Chinese • 77

Card-Making Emily Chen Chinese • 77

Still Like A Frog Ying Qiu Chinese • 77

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE       Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

Select a course to see full description

Return to Table of Contents
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SESSION 3
MORNING
ENGLISH

In this course, students and the instructor will read this story together and have the opportunity to engage 

in discussion questions with peers. 

READ ALOUD: HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER’S STONE 

Chloe Blanchard 

Note: This course meets once per day at 9:00 a.m.

Does your student love horses or want to learn more about them? Use this interest to spur investigation, 

exploration, and creativity, while developing important skills such as problem-solving, organization, reading 

and writing skills, and how to communicate with others. Along with studying the basics of horse behavior, 

appearance, and equine care through a variety of activities, students will listen to and read books about 

horses and pepper their learning with some thematic math practice.

This program is designed specifically for second graders in coordination with the World Course curriculum. 

In this course, students will explore concepts of biomimicry design, draw on understandings developed 

during non-fiction biome research, and deepen their understanding of sustainable design. Throughout the 

experience, students will engage with non-fiction reading, writing, annotations, drawings, and prototyping 

of biome-inspired shelter designs. 

Dice Games + Card Games + Puzzles = A Whole Lot of Fun with Math! In this course, students will play 

games and solve challenging puzzles that involve strategy, probability, numbers, patterns, and more! 

Through play and discovery, students will further develop their number sense, problem-solving skills, and 

flexibility in their thinking. You’ll need dice, a deck of playing cards, and a smile! Get ready to have a lot of 

fun in this course!

GIDDY UP AND GO! 

Rachel Kreibich

SECOND GRADE WORLD COURSE: BIOMIMICRY SHELTER DESIGN 

Laura Montague

MATH GAMES AND PUZZLES 

Jeanne Bouvier

2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
ENGLISH For students who love to play basketball, this “basketball camp in place” will involve ball handling drills, 

defensive skills, shooting with (or without) a hoop, and overall wellness to become a better player. This is an 

active course that will provide a variety of drills and exercises that are suitable for wherever you are  

sheltering in place. All you need is a ball that bounces, some space to move, your smile, and a positive  

attitude. 

BASKETBALL CAMP IN PLACE 

Jeanne Bouvier

This course is an in-home design lab experience that will encourage students to see recycled and upcycled 

materials and the creative opportunities hidden within. Students will explore building, engineering, and 

STEAM as they have to be creative, mathematical, and scientific while working within the design process 

and the scientific method. Students will participate in lab projects with the opportunity for open discourse, 

design theory, and panel-based idea-sharing. 

MAKER SPACE IN PLACE 

Rachel Lang 

Note: Access to a printer for printing design sheets and logs is recommended.
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2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

This program is designed specifically for second graders in coordination with the World Course curriculum. 

In this course, students will explore concepts of biomimicry design, draw on understandings developed 

during non-fiction biome research and deepen their understanding of sustainable design. Throughout the 

experience, students will engage with non-fiction reading, writing, annotations, drawings, and prototyping 

of biome-inspired shelter designs. 

SECOND GRADE WORLD COURSE: BIOMIMICRY SHELTER DESIGN 

Laura Montague

In this course, students will explore the musings of the lovable Dragón in Dav Pilkey’s lighthearted,  

chuckle-inspiring early chapter book series. Students will listen to read alouds and engage in independent 

reading of these texts while practicing reading strategies and behaviors to hone their ability to read  

accurately and fluently in Spanish. Students will demonstrate their comprehension of Dragón’s adventures 

through creating characters and puppets, designing sets and costumes, and acting out scenes from the text 

while also adapting and retelling Dragón’s adventures through their own creative storytelling process.

FANÁTICOS DE DRAGÓN Y SUS AVENTURAS (FANS OF DRAGÓN AND HIS ADVENTURES)  

Staci Hyman
SESSION 3
MORNING
SPANISH

This course will help students explore various techniques in printmaking, including relief printmaking,  

collagraph, and monoprints. Students will make prints and stamps from found and recycled materials, 

natural materials, and even fruits and vegetables. Students will learn to apply the right amount of ink and 

pressure to the surface in order to achieve a good print and will be challenged in their technique to plan 

their working process while exploring patterning and meaning within imagery. Students must have basic 

printmaking and art materials. 

PRINTMAKING, STAMPING, AND ARTISTIC PROCESSES OF MULTIPLICITY 

Rosalyn McCaine 

Note: Students must have basic printmaking materials, including soft rubber brayer, water-based 

printmaking ink, paper, scraps of fabric, piece of plexiglass, sealant such as Mod Podge, and  

somewhere to dry the works (a large flat surface or a line with clothespins).

This course will have students making art outside or using found natural elements. Students will learn 

drawing and painting from observation, up-close photography, and installation (the organization of natural 

elements into works of art). They will make original artworks and share their process with their classmates 

and will view, discuss, and be inspired by artists who use nature in their works. To participate in this course, 

students should have access to outdoor space and basic art materials.

NATURE INSPIRES US TO MAKE ARTWORKS! 

Rosalyn McCaine

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

This course aims to teach simple, do-it-yourself card-making using materials that can be found around the 

home, including colored paper, yarn, and colored pencils. Students will make thank-you cards, greeting 

cards, birthday cards, and more. The instructor will provide students with step-by-step instructions detailing 

how to create specific elements of a card, then students will use their independent time to create their own.

CARD-MAKING 

Emily Chen
SESSION 3
MORNING
CHINESE
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2ND GRADE–3RD GRADE

If you are curious about skyscrapers of the world, the best baseball teams, the fastest cars, or safaris in  

Africa—you can make a book about this topic in Chinese! In this course, students will author their own  

Chinese book about a favorite topic and share it with peers.

CHINESE GENIUS HOUR! 

Ying Qiu

扎染/ZA RAN (TIE-DYE) 

Danna Zhang

Tie-dying is a simple process that produces a unique and colorful result each time. This course teaches  

students a fun art-making technique that incorporates color identification, fine motor skills, following  

directions, and sequencing.

中文无字书/ZHONG WEN WU ZI SHU (CHINESE WORDLESS PICTURE BOOKS) 

Yaojia Qu

Read left, read right, imagine up, imagine high! In this course, students will start a journey to explore the 

length, width, and depth of an ocean of Chinese books. Instructors and students will read wordless picture 

books together, learning to notice details in illustrations, make predictions, think aloud to share their own 

ideas, and act out the story using facial expressions and body language. Then students will develop their 

own stories using traditional Chinese story-telling techniques, all in the name of celebrating this unique art. 

RECREATE RICHARD SCARRY’S BUSYTOWN  

Danna Zhang

In this course, students will recreate the world in author/illustrator Richard Scarry’s Busytown using recycled 

materials that they can find at home. By building their own Busytown, students will understand the structure 

of a community and learn the importance of reusing and conserving earth resources.

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
CHINESE

CARD-MAKING 

Emily Chen

This course aims to teach simple, do-it-yourself card-making using materials that can be found around the 

home, including colored paper, yarn, and colored pencils. Students will make thank-you cards, greeting 

cards, birthday cards, and more. The instructor will provide students with step-by-step instructions detailing 

how to create specific elements of a card, then students will use their independent time to create their own.

STILL LIKE A FROG 

Ying Qiu

Mindfulness is an open and friendly willingness to understand what is going on in and around us; this course 

teaches students about this practice. Students will learn that moods can rise and fall, and though they face 

challenges and uncertainty, they can embrace these experiences and use them as tools to become more 

attentive, patient, and kind with themselves. Pause, catch your breath, and get a sense of what we need in 

the moment.
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE        Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9–11:15 Am 1–3:15 pm pAGE

Learning Music With Garageband ios Joshua Andres English • 79

Muggle Mayhem: An In-Depth Reading 
And Study Of Harry Potter

Jennifer Nicholas English • 79

Maker Space In Place Rachel Lang English • 79

Creative Writing: Writing Outside The 
Box

Chloe Tawaststjerna English • 79

Giddy-Up And Go! Rachel Kreibich English • 79

The Chill Sessions: Mindful Hangouts Julia Carey English • 79

Coding And Making With Micro:bit Yumi Nakanishi English • 80

Aprendiendo A Dibujar El Estilo Ed 
Emberly (Learning How To Draw In The 
Style Of Ed Emberly)

Maria Liebana Spanish • 80

The Pixar Club Ileana Mendez-Ruiz Spanish • 80

Loose Parts Design And Build 
Challenge: Model House Edition

Brooke May Spanish • 80

Card-Making Emily Chen Chinese • 80

Ancient And Modern China Sisi Yang Chinese • 80

The Myth Behind 汉字/ Han Zi (Chinese 
Character)

Maya Zhang Chinese • 81

The Culture Of Ethnic Groups In China Ximo Tong Chinese • 81

Probability Sisi Yang Chinese • 81

Return to Table of Contents

Select a course to see full description
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LEARNING MUSIC WITH GARAGEBAND IOS 

Joshua Andres 

Note: Students must have access to an iPhone or iPad and install the Garageband app.

In this course, students will learn GarageBand iOS and explore digital music production. Students will learn 

about rhythm, audio and MIDI recording, song structure, and more. This course is all about making music 

fun with Apple technology!

MUGGLE MAYHEM: AN IN-DEPTH READING AND STUDY OF HARRY POTTER 

Jennifer Nicholas

Welcome muggles and wizards alike! In this course, students will read and study Harry Potter, one of the 

most beloved book series of all time. Led in the style of a book club, this course will discuss character, 

theme, and symbolism while going beyond the pages of the book to spend time diving into the creative 

choices made by J.K. Rowling herself. Students will spend time engaged in creative writing and crafty  

projects because “something very magical can happen when you read a good book.”

MAKER SPACE IN PLACE 

Rachel Lang 

Note: Access to a printer for printing design sheets and logs is recommended.

This course is an in-home design lab experience that will encourage students to see recycled and upcycled 

materials and the creative opportunities hidden within. Students will explore building, engineering, and 

STEAM as they have to be creative, mathematical, and scientific while working within the design process 

and the scientific method. Students will participate in lab projects with the opportunity for open discourse, 

design theory, and panel-based idea-sharing. 

CREATIVE WRITING: WRITING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

Chloe Tawaststjerna

In this course, students will explore their lives as writers and storytellers, discovering what it means to “live a 

writerly life” and viewing the world around us as possible literary moments. Students will develop a  

repertoire of strategies that will lift the quality of their writing and investigate what it means to have a voice 

in writing by reading published texts in a variety of genres. Students will write and publish scripts, fairy 

tales, cookbooks, poems, graphic novels, and even picture books! 

GIDDY-UP AND GO! 

Rachel Kreibich

Does your student love horses or want to learn more about them? Use this interest to spur investigation, 

exploration, and creativity while developing important skills such as problem-solving, organization, reading 

and writing skills, and how to communicate with others. Along with studying the basics of horse behavior, 

appearance, and equine care through a variety of activities, students will listen to and read books about 

horses and pepper their learning with some thematic math practice.

THE CHILL SESSIONS: MINDFUL HANGOUTS 

Julia Carey

Has staying home got you feeling a little different or maybe a bit off? Are you bored, worried, or upset? In 

this course, students will learn to use mindful practices to help them through the ups and downs of their day. 

In these hangouts, students will chat with the instructors and peers in a relaxed environment while learning 

strategies including breathing techniques, mindful eating, mindful listening, yoga and movement, and  

gratitude practices to help regulate emotions, problem solve, and find their inner creativity. 
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4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

SESSION 3
MORNING
SPANISH

SESSION 3
MORNING
CHINESE

SESSION 3
AFTERNOON
SPANISH

APRENDIENDO A DIBUJAR EL ESTILO ED EMBERLY (LEARNING HOW TO DRAW IN THE STYLE OF ED 

EMBERLY) 

Maria Liebana 

Note: This course meets once per day at 9:00 a.m.

In this course, students will embark on a drawing journey in the style of Caldecott Award-winning artist and 

illustrator Ed Emberly, known for such books as Go Away, Big Green Monster!, Night Night, Little Green  

Monster, and Bye-Bye, Big Bad Bullybug! Through guided drawing lessons, students will learn how to use 

simple shapes to draw animals, monsters, people, places, and things. 

THE PIXAR CLUB 

Ileana Mendez-Ruiz

Pixar is known for its innovative storytelling and emotional short films that teach powerful lessons and 

develop complex stories and characters in the span of just a few minutes. In this course, students will study 

Pixar’s 3–5 minute films to learn about the strategies used to develop plot, lessons, and characters as is done 

in a book. Students will engage in book club-style discussions to share thoughts, theories, and  

interpretations of each film while practicing their Spanish oral production. 

LOOSE PARTS DESIGN AND BUILD CHALLENGE: MODEL HOUSE EDITION 

Brooke May

Do you like to be challenged? Do you love to build and design? In this course, students will think outside the 

box about how they can make a design work by using things they have in their own home. They will learn 

principles of designing and building a model house with recyclables, “upcycled” household items, and other 

loose parts. Students will explore how to make structures work while designing dioramas, free-standing 

structures, and landscape and exterior designs. 

CARD-MAKING 

Emily Chen

This course aims to teach simple, do-it-yourself card-making using materials that can be found around the 

home, including colored paper, yarn, and colored pencils. Students will make thank-you cards, greeting 

cards, birthday cards, and more. The instructor will provide students with step-by-step instructions detailing 

how to create specific elements of a card; then students will use their independent time to create their own.

ANCIENT AND MODERN CHINA 

Sisi Yang 

Note: Access to a printer is strongly recommended for students who participate in this course.

What are aspects of civilization and what makes a civilization successful? How do legacies from the past 

influence actions of the present and the future? In this course, students will read and research ancient and 

modern China and engage in peer discussions about the study of civilizations.

CODING AND MAKING WITH MICRO:BIT 

Yumi Nakanishi

This class is an introduction to coding and computer science by way of designing and making, using the 

micro:bit microcontroller board and MakeCode, a block-based coding platform. By coding and learning 

computer science concepts, students will design and create physical objects using the micro:bit controllers. 

This course is open to students of all levels of coding experience. For more advanced coders, JavaScript and 

Python options will be available. micro:bits works with iPads, but a laptop is preferred. Students will receive 

their own micro:bits before the start of the course. 



P. 81

4TH GRADE–5TH GRADE

THE MYTH BEHIND 汉字/ HAN ZI (CHINESE CHARACTER) 

Maya Zhang 

The 汉字/han zi (Chinese character) is a writing system that was developed more than 4000 years ago and 

is still in use today. From carving 汉字/han zi on tortoise shells to writing 汉汉/han zi on paper to typing 汉
字/han zi on computer, it has not stopped evolving. In this course, students will uncover the myths of the 六
书/liu shu (six ways) of forming Chinese characters, the etymology of characters and the meanings behind 

them, radicals and how we use them to expand vocabulary, and the beauty of Chinese culture and  

characters and their future—plus so much more. 

THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong 

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

PROBABILITY 

Sisi Yang

If someone rolled two dice and asked you to guess what number they rolled, what would you guess? Would 

you believe there is actually a correct answer? In this course, students will learn about  

probability, play games, and predict outcomes of math games like math-magicians.

SESSION 3
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6TH GRADE–8TH GRADE Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Learn To Code Your Virtual Robot 
Through Coderz 

Yi-Ching Hsieh English • 83

Watercolor Lockdown Amanda Barragry English • 83

Songwriting Neil Ginsburg English • 83

Ave Tv Jacqueline Oduro English • 83

Covid-19 Design Challenge: Making 
Solutions With 3d Printing, Electronics, 
Programming, And More

Steve Farnsworth English • 83

Hiroshima Stephanie Lane English • 83

Psychological Interiors Ali Miller English • 84

The Art Of Problem-Solving Will Roble English • 84

Go! Vive A Tu Manera Elizabeth Blanken Spanish • 84

Global Challenges And Sustainable Life Olga Valeria Spanish • 84

The Culture Of Ethnic Groups In China Ximo Tong Chinese • 84

Chinese Culture And Media Yi-Ching Hsieh Chinese • 84

Return to Table of Contents
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LEARN TO CODE YOUR VIRTUAL ROBOT THROUGH CODERZ  

Yi-Ching Hsieh 

In this course, students will learn how to code their own virtual robot while engaging with fun real-world 

challenges and receiving immediate instructor feedback while coding. Students will write, test, and evaluate 

their code while improving their own problem-solving skills.

WATERCOLOR LOCKDOWN 

Amanda Barragry

Did you always want to do “Watercolor Smackdown” but were afraid that smacking something down might 

cause dangerous airborne particles? Well, now you can, since Watercolor Smackdown has been reformatted 

in accordance with state and CDC health guidelines! Tubes of paint must stay six feet away from each other, 

and all brushes will wear tiny masks and gloves. Your instructor will demonstrate a wide range of exciting 

watercolor painting techniques, and then you will copy them—all without being in the same room, or even 

the same country. Sign up now, and become a prisoner of your passion for painting—with Watercolor 

Lockdown!

SONGWRITING 

Neil Ginsburg

Our current situation gives us time and space to write songs, and in this course, students will study a  

different song form each day, then create an original song in that format. Students will be lyricist, composer, 

and performer and will create a Flipgrid page of original songs. This course is for any student interested in 

creating original songs. Instrumentalists, computer music-makers, singers, and lyricists of every level are 

welcome.

AVE TV 

Teacher Jacqueline Oduro 

In this course, students will work on an online Avenues media segment that aims to share videos of what the 

Avenues community has been doing during the pandemic. Videos might range from silly 30-second clips of 

students singing to 3-minute cooking videos. Students will learn to edit and share important information via 

YouTube on behalf of the school, while practicing the importance of following Avenues community  

guidelines and providing entertainment to others. 

COVID-19 DESIGN CHALLENGE: MAKING SOLUTIONS WITH 3D PRINTING, ELECTRONICS, 

PROGRAMMING, AND MORE 

Steve Farnsworth

In this course, students will consider problems caused by the current pandemic and use design, prototyping, 

and making skills to solve the challenge of their choosing. Depending on the challenges students choose, 

they will learn and apply 3D modeling, 3D printing, laser-cutting, electronics, programming, video making, 

and/or community organizing. No experience needed.

HIROSHIMA 

Stephanie Lane

In August 1945, an American B-29 bomber dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, devastating 

the country and vaporizing people in its wake. Three thousand people survived this attack and are forever 

known as the Hibakusha, or those affected by the explosion. In this course, students will study both the  

science of nuclear weaponry and empathy in humankind by reading texts written by survivors.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERIORS 

Ali Miller

If the walls in your house could talk, what might they say? In this mixed-media art course, students will 

create works of art based on the rooms in which they are currently living. They will learn about perspective 

drawing, the psychology of color, interior design, mood and narrative development, and symbolism and  

allegory. Students will gain exposure to a wide range of historical and contemporary artists who express 

their thoughts through the depiction of interior spaces. 

THE ART OF PROBLEM-SOLVING 

Will Roble

Do you love wrestling with challenging mathematical problems? In this course, students will stretch to their 

full mathematical potential, working on intriguing problems that require both creative mathematical thought 

and persistence. Students will discover new strategies for solving problems and make unique connections 

that illuminate the complex interconnectedness of mathematics.

GO! VIVE A TU MANERA 

Elizabeth Blanken 

Note: Students must have access to a Netflix account to participate in this course.

In this course, students will develop their Spanish proficiency through discussing, reading, and writing about 

the PG-rated Argentinian series “Go! Vive a Tu Manera,” a show that follows talented teenager Mia, who wins 

a scholarship to the prestigious Saint Mary’s Academy known for its performing arts department. Students 

strengthen their Spanish skills as they study the show’s musical numbers and engage in a wide variety of 

show-related readings and activities that explore cultural products, practices, and perspectives from  

Buenos Aires. Students will explore themes including family, class, identity, and stereotypes as they are 

interwoven throughout the course.

GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND SUSTAINABLE LIFE 

Olga Valeria

In this course, students will study the importance of human impact on the environment, the conscious use of 

resources, the concern for the future of the planet, and the problems that need our attention in order to  

provide a safe environment. They will explore environmental issues affecting us, learn about alternative  

energy and recycling, and discuss the “Tiny House” movement as a way to create a smaller ecological  

footprint.
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THE CULTURE OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN CHINA  

Ximo Tong 

China has 56 different ethnic groups and communities, including the Han, Tibetan, Mongolian, and Dai  

Ethnic. They share common cultural characteristics and descents and are spread across a large section of 

the Chinese mainland. In this six-week course, students will learn about the culture of different ethnic groups 

in mainland China that typically receive less attention in the mainstream media. Students will study the food, 

clothing, housing, music, and dance of each ethnic group while developing an appreciation for the sincerity, 

humor, passion, values, and diversity demonstrated in these cultures.

CHINESE CULTURE AND MEDIA 

Yi-Ching Hsieh

In this course, students will practice and advance their Chinese language proficiency by exploring cultural 

and media materials including the news and newspapers, films and songs, contemporary issues, and  

handcrafted arts. Students will explore primary source materials and then move to discuss and create their 

own as they learn Chinese in a meaningful way.
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE Session 3: July 6–10 and July 13–17

COURSE TEACHER LANGUAGE 9 Am–12 pm 1–4 pm pAGE

Quiet: The Power Of Introverts In A 
World That Can’t Stop Talking

Michael Shorr English • 86

Statistics Part 3: Sampling And 
Sampling Distribution Models

Simon Jarcho English • 86

Jewelry-Making Using 3d Printers And 
Laser Cutters

Steve Farnsworth English • 86

The (Un)Real Story: Princess 
Pocahontas

Tori Marroquin English • 86

Roadmap For Calculus Caleb Wiese English • 86

Mastery: Phase 3 Mastery Teacher English • 87

The Highliner: Publishing 101 Daniel Mendel English • 87

Where Did That Equation Come From? Evan Glazer English • 87

We And Our World: The Importance Of 
Education As A Right For All

Olga Valeria Spanish • 87

Songwriting In Spanish Jacinta Clusellas Spanish • 87

Learning Chinese Through Chinese 
Dishes

Ting Wang Chinese • 88

Introduction To Business Chinese Meixuan Li Chinese • 88

Return to Table of Contents
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QUIET: THE POWER OF INTROVERTS IN A WORLD THAT CAN’T STOP TALKING 

Michael Shorr

In this course, based on the book of the same name, students learn about introverts, extroverts, and  

everyone in between by exploring what it means to be introverted, the qualities and wisdom introverts 

have to share, and how the “Extrovert Ideal” means introverts are often overlooked. Students will engage in 

journal writing, using the companion text to facilitate “learning more about yourself and your own mindset 

and temperament” and how to “take action to better empower yourself when communicating with family, 

friends, or colleagues.”

STATISTICS PART 3: SAMPLING AND SAMPLING DISTRIBUTION MODELS 

Simon Jarcho

In a country as large and diverse as the United States, it is virtually impossible to measure or understand 

anything definitive about the population as a whole; yet as the 2020 presidential election nears, we will 

be inundated with news coverage about candidates’ approval ratings, electability, and favorability among 

various groups. For students who have ever wondered where all of these numbers come from and what they 

are actually measuring, this class has the answers. Students will look at examples in popular media to learn 

about sampling methods, margin of error, and other fundamentals to help equip them to navigate the  

statistical landscape of the upcoming election season.

JEWELRY-MAKING USING 3D PRINTERS AND LASER CUTTERS 

Steve Farnsworth  

In this course, students will design and make jewelry using 3D modeling and printing, laser engraving, and 

laser cutting. Students will learn creative jewelry design techniques, as well as jewelry-making skills to make 

and assemble necklaces, rings, bracelets, pins, and other items. We will learn both hand drawing techniques 

and design software programs to create innovative jewelry. Depending on interest, we might also explore 

how to start an online jewelry shop. Students do not need prior experience to participate.

THE (UN)REAL STORY: PRINCESS POCAHONTAS 

Tori Marroquin 

What can we actually know about the past? In this course, students will unravel truth and fiction as they 

explore the story of one of the world’s most famous historical women: Pocahontas. What kind of power did 

she have in her tribe? Did she really save John Smith’s life? Did she love him, and if so, why did she marry 

John Rolfe? What really happened when the Powhatans met the English? Students will explore these  

questions and more to understand one of the most mysterious and misunderstood “love triangles” in  

American history.

ROADMAP FOR CALCULUS 

Caleb Wiese 

Note: Students should be familiar with trigonometric and exponential functions.

In this course, students will learn the concepts of calculus with the goal of contextualizing the ideas in an 

intuitive way. They will explore the concepts and motivations behind functions, limits, derivatives, series, and 

integrals. The course focus will not be on the ability to solve a succession of calculus problems but rather on 

the ability to abstractly make sense of calculus concepts. 
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MASTERY: PHASE 3 

Mastery teacher 

NOTE: Because of the nature of this experience, students may sign up for multiple sessions of Mastery.

This course is an opportunity for new and current Mastery students to start new work or to continue their 

work from the school year, providing time, space, and support for students to deep dive into purposeful, 

self-directed projects in an area of interest. Current Mastery students will meet with the instructor for  

individualized coaching and support, while students who are new to Mastery will embark on the Mastery 

journey toward productive, independent project work under instructor guidance. Students will investigate 

their heartfelt interests and, in so doing, learn and apply the concepts that power a Mastery mindset,  

including deep-dive research, personal learning networks, deliberate skill development, and enhanced  

reflection. Note that because of current shipping limitations, the focus of student work will be on that which 

is doable with readily available resources.

 

THE HIGHLINER: PUBLISHING 101 

Daniel Mendel 

This course offers students the dedicated space for Highliner leadership, staff writers, and students who 

are interested in journalism and design to develop the skills and camaraderie necessary to publish print 

and digital media content. In the first week, students will develop publishable content as they study news 

media and cultural reporting and will learn various narrative forms and styles. In the second week, students 

will study innovative print and digital media platforms as they develop the design of their own Highliner 

newsletter, website, and magazine platforms. The course will conclude with the team working collectively to 

publish their content, sharing it with the broader Avenues community. 

WHERE DID THAT EQUATION COME FROM? 

Evan Glazer

Mathematics is filled with all kinds of equations. Did you ever wonder how certain mathematical formulas 

are derived? In this course, students will think of equations they already know, then explore them to verify 

how they are true. Students will study the Pythagorean Theorem, Quadratic Formula, the sum of the first 

million numbers, and more.

WE AND OUR WORLD: THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AS A RIGHT FOR ALL 

Olga Valeria 

This course teaches students the importance of multicultural perspectives, urgent global issues, and their 

role in becoming actively participating citizens in our global society. Students will practice their listening, 

reading, conversational, and writing skills in Spanish in the themes of education, families and communities, 

global challenges, and contemporary life. Students will read the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and analyze one of the rights. They will then create their own NGO by writing its mission  

statement, focusing on one of the children’s rights and identifying how to raise awareness about the  

violations of this right, with an emphasis on how to find solutions. 

SONGWRITING IN SPANISH 

Jacinta Clusellas 

Note: Students should have an intermediate to advanced level of Spanish to participate in this course. 

In this course, students will learn the song-writing process by using prompts for free-flow writing and  

exercises to develop their creativity. They will read and analyze poems in Spanish from South America,  

writing music to these poems following instructor guidance, first adding rhythm, then melody, and lastly 

chords to make the poem into their own original songs.
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9TH GRADE–11TH GRADE

LEARNING CHINESE THROUGH CHINESE DISHES 

Ting Wang

When flash cards and dialogue practice are no longer enough, students can get their hands dirty reviewing 

the basics of getting started in the kitchen, then following a recipe in Chinese. Students learn new  

vocabulary and phrases while engaged in hands-on culinary adventures cooking a delicious Chinese meal. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS CHINESE  

Meixuan Li 

Note: Students should have a basic understanding of Chinese to participate in this course, but all levels of 

Chinese are welcome.

This course prepares and enhances both students’ Chinese business communication skills and their cross-

cultural awareness. Through business-oriented situational dialogues that use industry and  

workplace-specific vocabulary and expressions, students will learn how to interact with future employees, 

clients, and local colleagues in China while learning about basic Chinese social norms.
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