Greece Food & Wine
Convention Tour

9

DAYS

October 5–13, 2019

Up-and-coming wines and Mediterranean meals—the perfect pairing.
Join other Group Coordinators and Go Ahead Tours staff to see how historic traditions and modern-day culture have swirled
together to create Greece’s current food and wine scene. Start in Thessaloniki, the country’s culinary hub, before making your
way down to Athens to explore some of the nation’s ancient wonders. Then, continue on to Santorini where many of the country’s
flavorful wines flourish. From mainland wine regions to island vineyards, you’ll experience the wonders of Greek wine while
indulging in locally sourced, fresh foods.
Speak to a travel expert today
1.800.438.7672
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Santorini

DAYS

YOUR TOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES

INCLUDED HIGHLIGHTS

TOUR PACE

7 nights in handpicked hotels
7 breakfasts
4 lunches
2 wine tastings
1 cooking class
4 three-course dinners
3 guided sightseeing tours
Expert Tour Director & local guides
Private deluxe motor coach

Thessaloniki’s ancient Byzantine

On this guided tour, you’ll walk for
about 1.5 hours daily across uneven
terrain, including paved roads and
cobblestone streets, with steep hills
and stairs.

landmarks, wine tasting in
Epanomi, Convention Tour
meeting and networking,
Acropolis, Mount Profitis Ilias,
Greek cooking class, wine tasting
in Santorini

Itinerary
Overnight flight | 1 NIGHT
Day 1 (Saturday, October 5): Travel day
Board your overnight flight to Thessaloniki today.

Day 3 (Monday, October 7): Sightseeing tour of Thessaloniki & wine tasting
Included meals: breakfast, wine tasting, lunch
Set out on a guided tour to get to know Thessaloniki, the second-largest city of the
former Byzantine empire and a modern-day hub for Greek culture.
• View the Arch of Galerius and Rotunda, which were built for Roman Emperor

Thessaloniki | 2 NIGHTS
Day 2 (Sunday, October 6): Arrival in Thessaloniki
Included meals: welcome dinner
Welcome to Greece! Gather with your fellow Group Coordinators at a welcome
dinner tonight.

Galerius in the 4th century
• Pass by the Hagios Demetrios and Hagia Sophia churches
• See the Roman-style city walls that were constructed during the early 3rd century
• Walk along the seaside promenade to view the White Tower of Thessaloniki, one
of the city’s central landmarks
• Visit the Ladadika district and enjoy free time to explore at your leisure
This afternoon, head south to the Epanomi wine region and visit the Ktima
Gerovassiliou winery.
• Follow a guide on a short walk through the vineyard to see Malagousia and
Assyrtiko grapes that are used to create the winery’s signature red and white
Epanomi wines
• Tour the production area
• Explore the on-site museum to see well-preserved artifacts that are essential to
the history of Greek winemaking including bottles, barrels, and corkscrews
• Sample some of the wines during a tasting

Speak to a travel expert today
1.800.438.7672
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Athens | 2 NIGHTS
Day 4 (Tuesday, October 8): Athens via Volos
Included meals: breakfast, lunch
Travel from Thessaloniki to the seaside city of Volos. Located on the Pelion
Peninsula, this area is known for its culinary scene. During a lunch, you’ll try
mezedes, or small plates, and tsipouro, an anise-flavored brandy.

Day 9 (Sunday, October 13): Departure
Included meals: breakfast (excluding early morning departures)
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.
Please note: The inclusions and order of events on this tour are subject to change and
will be confirmed prior to your departure.

After, continue on to Athens.
Day 5 (Wednesday, October 9): Convention Tour meeting & sightseeing tour
of Athens
Included meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner
This morning, join your group for the Convention Tour meeting, a series of
presentations and discussions designed with Group Coordinators’ questions,
experiences, and interests in mind.
• Begin with a keynote address by senior members of Go Ahead Tours staff, followed
by an insider’s view of the company and tours
• Discuss tour planning and recruiting best practices with Go Ahead Tours staff
and your fellow Group Coordinators
• Get an overview of the many benefits available to you as a Go Ahead Tours Group
Coordinator and learn about new program updates
This afternoon, a local guide introduces you to the highlights of this bustling
ancient capital, home to the world’s first democracy.
• Pass by the Olympic Stadium, Syntagma Square, and the Arch of Hadrian
• View the 6th-century Temple of Zeus
• See the classically inspired Old Royal Palace, home of the Hellenic Parliament,
and drive through the Plaka district
• Set off on a walking tour around the ancient Acropolis, site of the Parthenon,
Temple of Athena Nike, and Erechtheion

Santorini | 2 NIGHTS
Day 6 (Thursday, October 10): Flight to Santorini, sightseeing tour & cooking
class
Included meals: breakfast, cooking class, dinner
Fly to Santorini and take in the local sights on a guided tour of the volcanic isle
known for its black-sand beaches, cliff-lined shores, and whitewashed architecture.
• Visit the prehistoric settlements that were unearthed during the archaeological
excavations at Akrotiri
• Ride to the top of Mount Profitis Ilias for panoramic views of the whole island
• Stop in the small, picturesque village of Pyrgos
Learn how to make traditional Greek cuisine during a cooking class this evening.
Then, sit down to enjoy an included dinner.
Day 7 (Friday, October 11): Greek wine tasting
Included meals: breakfast, wine tasting, lunch
Head to a local vineyard on the island for a tour and tasting.
• Learn about how the vines are trained to grow close to the ground, which helps
protect the grapes from the strong ocean winds
• Sit down for a lunch and tasting featuring some of their signature varietals
including Assyrtiko and Vin Santo

Athens | 1 NIGHT
Day 8 (Saturday, October 12): Flight to Athens
Included meals: breakfast, farewell dinner
Fly back to Athens today and celebrate your trip at a farewell dinner featuring
regional specialties.

Speak to a travel expert today
1.800.438.7672
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