
 

Meet your Ambassadors!

Go Ahead Tours 

Ambassador Program



 

Meet the 12 lucky

travelers who, through

their travel stories and

experiences, will help

spread our mission to 

open the world through

education.



MONICA RODRIGUEZ

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three! I've been to Italy, Ireland, and Spain with Go Ahead. I'm signed up for

my fourth tour in June 2020! My little sister and I will spend a week in

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

A camera. Whether it's my polaroid or my phone, I believe the best souvenirs

are photos.

My life goals include writing a book and giving an elephant a bath.

You'll have to join me for karaoke, but I can do a pretty good Shakira

impression.

I'm excited to get other people excited about traveling. I want to turn those

lifelong bucket lists into actions.

As my first solo trip, Ireland will always be close to my heart. I want to explore

Latin America next, but India has been on my bucket list for years!

Previous tours taken

Venice, Florence and Rome; A Week in Ireland: Galway, Cork and Dublin;

Barcelona, Madrid and Seville. 

Monica R.

EXPLORER

5 tours

Texas

Follow me on

Instagram:

@loveleemonicaa



KATIE LEWIS

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 so far. My 4th will be in May to Scotland!

A fan! I need the noise to sleep.

I’m unusually well-versed in Tudor History!

I got a taste of Sicily on one of my previous tours when I got to stay in

Taormina and it was one of the most lovely cities I’ve stayed in. 

 

Next on my bucket list is the Food & Wine Tour in Tuscany and Umbria! I’m

dying to sip wines in Tuscany!

I’m slightly obsessed with baking scones.

I want to share my passion for travel. Since learning about Go Ahead 3 years

ago, I've referred 13 travelers to the company! When I fall in love with a

company or product, I will endlessly sing its praises to my friends and family!

Sorrento, Rome and Sicily; Paris, Normandy and the Loire Valley; A Week in

Greece: Athens, Mykonos and Santorini.

Previous tours taken

Katie L. 

EXPLORER

5 tours

New York

Follow me on

Instagram:

@kathclewis



SURETHA THACKER

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have taken several tours with the company.  I have taken 4 tours with Go

Ahead, 1 tour with EF College Break, and 1 EF tour through my college’s

Global Civic Engagement program.

I can’t travel without travel adapters for my electronics or one of my Baggalini

crossbody bags (they are perfect for travel!).

I am a huge Harry Potter fan.  Everyone who knows me is aware of it and fully

expects conversations to meander into the realms of magic periodically.

One of my favorite destinations is Prague, which I visited during Go Ahead’s

“Highlights of Eastern Europe” tour. Prague is a gorgeous city with a romantic

atmosphere and steeped in a rich history. I definitely would like to return one

day.  

I have several trips on my wishlist, but I am very interested in the “Israel,

Jordan, & Egypt: Petra to the Pyramids” tour. I love the thought of having the

opportunity to explore and learn more about that part of the world.

I am not sure if any of my hobbies or skills are unusual, but I do collect books

and mugs.  I’m also an avid Pokemon Go player.

As an Ambassador with Go Ahead I am looking forward to sharing my

experiences of being on tour with both travel veterans and those new to

international travel.  I am a great believer in travel that broadens the mind and

brings people together.

Sorrento, Rome and Sicily; Paris, Normandy and the Loire Valley; A Week in

Greece: Athens, Mykonos and Santorini.

Previous tours taken

Suretha T.

EXPLORER

4 tours

Georgia

Follow me on

Instagram:

@surethacker



BRITTANY CREEKMUR

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course there's the obvious camera phone and charger, but to dig a little

deeper and say something maybe a little more unexpected... packing cubes!

(makes it so much easier to pack more into a smaller bag and to keep

everything organized and easy to find) or maybe my Chaco leather sandals. I

recently realized I have taken them on every GAT trip- so comfy, but also

understated and looks more like a simple sandal than something outdoorsy.

I'm an interior designer in Nashville (born & raised- we call ourselves

'unicorns' 😄😄).

I like to read to suspenseful books and listen to true-crime podcasts.

Becoming more knowledgeable in traveling and having the tools to help

myself (and others) further explore the world is really awesome. (Perks don't

hurt either😉😉).

Oh gosh, favorite is so hard to determine, but the place that makes my heart

long to go back to the most is France- and I don't even care which region- I'll

take any! But going back to the Riviera or to Paris is always high on my list!

Next on my bucket list is also hard to say because it really changes all of the

time. Technically, our next GAT trip will be determined by my husband

because we take turns choosing the location each year. But for MY next

choice, I'm really heavily considering the Jewels of Alpine Europe tour or the

Lake Como, the Italian Riviera, & Venice tour. But then again, I also think about

exploring Portugal...see what I mean? So tough!

Paris, the Riviera and Tuscany; Paris, Normandy and the Loire Valley; Naples,

Sorrento and Rome; A Week in Greece: Athens, Mykonos and Santorini; Grand

Tour of Spain.

Previous tours taken

Brittany C.

EXPLORER

5 tours

Tennessee

Follow me on

Instagram:

@brittcreek



BARRETT MCGEE

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I've taken three tours with Go Ahead, and I'm already signed up for my

fourth.

The Camera+ app on my phone.  I love taking photos and sharing them with

my friends, and this app makes my photos looks great!

I sat by Jude Law once in a movie theater.

I don't know if it's unusual, but I am a certified Mental Health First Aid 

instructor for adults.

I'm excited to start talking to others about traveling.  I'm always interested to

learn what makes others passionate about traveling.

My favorite so far has been seeing Neuschwanstein Castle in Germany.  It was

like stepping into a fairy tale.  The next on my list is Israel.

Ontario and Quebec: Toronto to Montreal; Germany, Switzerland and Austria;

iceland: Reykjavik and the Golden Circle.

Previous tours taken

Barrett M.

EXPLORER

3 tours

Pennsylvania

Follow me on

Instagram:

@terab0414



ERICA SHIRLEY

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have taken 4 tours with Go Ahead Tours.

I have a travel must for anyone with a camera. I cannot travel without my

Pacsafe shoulder bag. It is perfect for my camera because it is lightly padded

and fits the body, lens, and charger. 

I recently left a job teaching English Language Arts and American history for a

career teaching biology. I have a love for learning and traveling enhances the

instruction I provide my students.

My favorite destination was the Galapagos Islands because we got to see

animals up close and personal in the wild. The snorkeling was amazing

because we swam alongside giant sea turtles and 4 feet white tip reef sharks.

 

I’m struggling to decide where to go next. I would really like to explore

Thailand, Egypt, or Costa Rica. I love traveling to places with abundant wild

life or full of ancient mysteries and histories.

I’m an amateur photographer. I bought a nice SLR camera to use on trips and

then started taking lessons on how to shoot in manual. As my passion for

travel grew, my passion for capturing the wildlife, architecture, and culture

grew. I love sharing my visual journey through life on social media.

I’m most excited about sharing my photographs and experiences so I can

inspire people to take the trip. Life is short and experiences are worth the

most. You don’t need to be wealthy to travel you need to be goal oriented.

That’s why I love the payment plans Go Ahead Tour offers. 

A week in Ireland: Galway, Cork and Dublin; Australia and New Zealand;

Ecuador and Galapagos Islands Cruise; Italy and Greece.

Previous tours taken

Erica S.

EXPLORER

4 tours

New York

Follow me on

Instagram:

@ericabrownshirley



JESSICA CARMACK

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have taken five (5) tours with Go Ahead.

I am a dog mom and always travel with photos and videos of my fur baby,

Weasley, on my phone so I can see him wherever I go!

Approximately ten or eleven years ago I auditioned for America’s Got Talent

when they held auditions in Nashville — on a dare from my boss.

 

*Note: My dreams of “stardom“ never became a reality but after I finished my

audition I treated myself to lunch at the Loveless Cafe, and met the infamous

Carol Fay who was known as “The Biscuit Lady.”  

I’ve been told I have insanely neat penmanship.

I am really excited to learn more about what goes into planning a tour and

itinerary!

This feels like the equivalent of asking a parent to pick their favorite child!  I’d

have to say it’s a tie between the Flavors of Tuscany Food & Wine tour and

Edinburgh & Castles of Scotland tour.  Both countries hold a special place in

my heart because of their beauty, their people, and their culture.

The next destination(s) on my bucket list includes Germany, Austria, and

Switzerland.  I am currently booked for your tour that departs in December

2020.  :)

London and Paris City Stay; Enchanting Ireland; Naples, Sorrento and Rome;

Food and Wine: Flavors of Tuscany and Umbria; Edinburgh and the Castles of

Scotland.

Previous tours taken

Jessica C.

EXPLORER

5 tours 

Tennessee

Follow me on

Instagram:

@carmack_jessica



THE BRISSETTES 

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been on 5 tours.

We always have our camera equipment with us when we travel, it’s an

essential!

We are so close to seeing all of the 7 modern wonders of the world! We are

scheduled on the Highlights of China tour (June 2020) - because the Great

Wall of China is the one we have yet to see!

We love GoAhead! We are excited to learn more about the behind the scenes

and what it takes to choose destinations and create itineraries. We are also

excited about interacting with the team of amazing people that make it all

happen, it’s a really great opportunity to create unforgettable relationships.

We are really into Star War legos - we recently build a dewback out of spare

parts (little bit of Star Wars trivia here too, LOL).

Egypt is topping the chart! It was extraordinary to experience the culture, and

rich history of one of the earliest civilizations - plus our Tour Director was an

Egyptologist! 

We have so many tours on our bucket list but our top three are: Grand Tour of

Japan, Grand Tour of Turkey and Botswana & Zimbabwe Wildlife Safari

Grand Tour of South America; Barcelona: The City Experience; Egypt and the

Nile Tour; Ecuador and Galapagos Islands Cruise; Budapest, Vienna and

Prague.

Previous tours taken

Adam and Monica

EXPLORERS

5 tours

Utah

Follow us on

Instagram:

@admophoto



PAUL KOUGH

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have taken 9 tours with Go Ahead.

This may seem silly but I always pack a steno pad. The steno pad is to keep a

record each day of what I saw, ate, spent etc. This helps me when I get home

to align places with pictures I have taken, help me find a recipe for a new dish

I had at a meal, and what I spent on that invaluable item I picked up.

I took my first international trip in December 2012.  Since then I have taken 14

trips and have been in at least 13 countries for an extended stay.

Once I retired in 2014, I took a class on weaving and now own a loom and

weave regularly.

The opportunity to talk to others who enjoy traveling, to talk to others about

places they might want to see, and to learn about other wonderful places in

the world for me to visit.

My last destination is always is my favorite one.  I never come home from a

trip without having learned so much about the places I have visited, each trip

brings alive a part of the world I have only read about. My next trip is Egypt in

January 2020 and the next destination I (we) are thinking about is Peru in the

fall of 2020.

Paris: The City Experience; London, Paris and Rome; Historic Germany: Berlin

to Bavaria; Denali National Park and Wild Alaska; Florence, Tuscany and the

Italian Riviera; Ireland: Traditions of the Emerald Isle; Sicily: A Cultural

Journey; Lisbon, Seville and Madrid; The Greek Islands: Mykonos, Santorini

and Crete.

Previous tours taken

Paul K.

VOYAGER 

9 tours

Maryland



LISA GRIFFIS

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

What’s a fun fact about you?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have taken 12 tours.

When I travel I like to take my phone for posting on social media. I love that

phones now can take excellent photos without having to edit and I can share

my experiences directly in real time.

I have the gift of gab so to speak. As a retired Federal Investigator, my job was

to gather information, respect all people and cultures, and develop trusting

relationships. This really helps me when I travel. I try and meet people at the

airport and also while traveling to get a better sense of where I am visiting.

Boy favorite destination is a loaded question because each trip provides such

a variety of experiences. I think that as a traveler, you should use Go Ahead to

push your comfort boundaries and explore places you would never consider

for solo travel. 

I am looking at Asian countries, the orangutans of Indonesia since they are

critically endangered and Galapagos as well, for my future trips.

My hobby is photography with an emphasis on wildlife and people. With this

in mind, I try and go to places where I can see a variety of wildlife and cultures

that are unique to the country I am visiting.

I am very excited to learn more about the logistics of running a tour company

like Go Ahead and helping to introduce new people who are considering

international travel. I have never had anything but the best memories during

my trips and feel that it is important to know our world.

Grand Tour of Turkey, A Walking Tour of Tuscany; Puglia and Southern Italy;

Provence Walking Tour; Spain's Coast and Islands Walking Tour; Vienna,

Budapest and Prague; Northern Italy and Cinque Terre Walking Tour; Kenya

Wildlife Safari; Croatia and Slovenia: The Old-World Adriatic; United Arab

Emirates: Dubai and Abu Dhabi; Botswana and Zimbabwe Wildlife Safari;

Amalfi Coast Walking Tour.

Previous tours taken

Lisa G.

GLOBETROTTER

12 tours

Texas

Follow me on

Flicker:

lisagriffis2007



CHARLIE MYERS

How many tours have you taken with us?

What’s something you can’t travel without?

Do you have an unusual hobby or skill?

What are you most excited about becoming an

Ambassador for Go Ahead?

What’s your favorite destination so far with Go

Ahead and what destination is next on your bucket

list?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My wife and I have taken 19 tours with Go Ahead. 

Camera and tablet.

When asked what my favorite destination is, I usually answer it's wherever we

just got back from. It often seems each trip is better than the one before. But

to actually answer your question, my favorite Go Ahead destination so far is

Greece ... or maybe Italy ... if not London. Okay, Greece. 

I haven't decided on my next destination. Maybe your new tour to Naxos. Or

maybe your Uruguay, Chile, and Argentina tour my wife were on the point of

booking last spring and ever after regretted not taking when we still could

have traveled. Or maybe I'll return with grandchildren to destinations I've

already visited.

I taught philosophy. Some people think that unusual enough. It seems even

more unusual when I add that I spent 30 years on active duty in the Air Force

as an intelligence officer, a judge advocate, and a philosophy professor,

before retiring and teaching philosophy.

I love Go Ahead, and my impression is that Go Ahead gets better and better all

the time. Even so, I'm excited to see if there are ways to make Go Ahead even

better.

London and Paris City Stay; Venice, Florence and Rome; Edinburgh and the

Highlands; Egypt and the Nile; Portugal, Spain and Morocco; The Wonders of

Ancient Israel; Vienna, Budapest and Prague; Grand Tour of Turkey;

Amsterdam, Luxembourg and Brussels; Athens and Ancient Greece; London:

The City Experience; Florence, Tuscany and the Italian Riviera; Puglia and

Southern Italy; Food and Wine: Flavors of Tuscany and Umbria; The Greek

Islands: Mykonos, Santorini and Crete.

Previous tours taken

Charlie

GLOBETROTTER

19 tours

Florida




