MERCY INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION (MIA) - WATER ACCESS AND SANITATION GRANT 2027
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
About the grant
When do EOI, Expression of Interest applications open?
Applications open on Thursday 29th October 2026
When do EOI applications close?
Applications close on Friday 20th November 2026 at 5.00pm (Irish time)
Who can apply?
The grant is open to:
Mercy Connection: Your project must be connected to the Mercy world
· A Mercy Ministry / Mission / PJP (Public Juridic Persons)
· Mercy Sisters
· Mercy partner
· Registered Not-for-profit/charity within your country / territory
How much funding is available?
Grant requests may range from €800 to €25,000 for 2027

Applying
How do I apply?
Applications must be submitted through an Expression of Interest (EOI) form available Download the Expression of Interest application form and emailed with the completed EOI application form to email: grants@mercyinternational.ie
Process
How does this work?
Stage 1: Expression of Interest (EOI) 
Applicants submit a short outline of their project, including within the outlined word count:
· Selected Scheme Theme
· The proposal plan
· Why the project is needed
· Who will benefit/impact
Please note no supporting documents, quotations, detailed budget plans are required at the Expression of Interest stage
Themes: Choose the theme that best describes the specific focus of your project and why:
Theme 1: Secure Infrastructure and Technical Skills
Theme 2: Environmental Protection and Climate Resilience
Theme 3: Hygiene Promotion and Community Leadership
Assessment Process
All EOI forms will be reviewed and those progressing to the full application stage will be notified by email end of January 2027
If your project does not progress beyond the Expression of Interest stage, it will not be invited to submit a Full Application in the 2027 funding round.
When will I hear the outcome of my Expression of Interest?
Applicants will be notified by email end of January 2027
What happens if my project is unsuccessful at EOI stage?
If your project does not progress beyond the Expression of Interest stage, it will not be invited to submit a Full Application in the 2027 funding round
An unsuccessful EOI does not affect your eligibility for future Mercy International Association funding opportunities. We encourage applicants to review the guidance carefully and consider applying again in the future when new grant rounds open
Can I submit more than one Expression of Interest?
No. Organisations may only submit one EOI per grant scheme year. Individuals may not apply
Can I edit my EOI after submission?
Applications cannot be edited after submission
Will I receive confirmation that my EOI has been received?
Yes. You will an automated email confirmation when your submission has been received 
Stage 2: Full Application 
Projects that progress from Stage 1 will be invited to submit a detailed application
Invitation to apply 
Invitation to apply to the Stage 2 Full Application round is not a guarantee that a grant will be awarded.  A full application form and guideline will be provided following successful progression through the EOI stage 
When can projects start?
Invitation to apply to the application round is not a guarantee that a grant will be awarded
Applicants should not assume funding has been approved until they have successfully applied through the formal Stage 2 Full Application step and received a formal Letter of Offer in Spring 2027
Successful grantees will receive grant Terms and Conditions outlining project start dates, eligible expenditure periods and reporting impact requirements

