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2024: hottest year on record
(+1.55°C above pre-industrial levels)
CO₂ at 2 million-year high
Glaciers melting
Coral reefs are bleaching
Extreme weather is more severe and
frequent
Climate displacement is rising

ECOLOGICAL CRISIS



Signed in 2015 by nearly every
nation
Aim: keep global warming “well
below 2°C,” target 1.5°C
Not on track to meet by 2030

GLOBAL RESPONSE



VOICES OF CHANGE
The climate crisis is not just about

the environment. It’s a crisis of
human rights, of justice and of

political will
~ Greta Thunberg

A species can only thrive when
everything around it thrives too

~ Sir David Attenborough 





FAITH RESPONSE
Laudato Si’

       Care for Our Common Home
Pope Francis
10  anniversary yearth

Integral Ecology: 
          Everything is connected



Guiding Lights
Laudato Si’ 
Mercy Charism
First Nations wisdom

MY RESEARCH PROJECT



POPE FRANCIS

Many things have to change course,
but it is we human beings above all

who need to change 

~ Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ para 202



FIRST NATIONS WISDOM
Country is family, identity, story
Live in right relationship
Climate resilience through
ancient knowledge
Listen to all voices



Vision of Catherine McAuley
Commitment to justice
Courage to respond
Belief in transformative power of
education

MERCY LENS



True education makes us love life,
and it opens us to the fullness of life.

~ Pope Francis, Address to Italian school teachers,
parents, educators, and students, 
Saint Peter’s Square, 10 May 2014

EDUCATION AS
TRANSFORMATION
Schools are spaces of hope and action





What begins in the classroom
can ripple outward into

families, communities and the
wider world. 







EDUCATION HANDBOOK

Features:
Head, Heart, Hands approach
Teacher resources
School leadership strategies





CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS
Challenges: competing demands,
curriculum overload, resources,
budgets, perception as “extras” 
Solutions: Strategic planning,
professional development,
partnerships, collaboration



All it takes is one person to restore hope
~ Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ para 244

We are those people: 
Educators, 
Advocates, 
Mercy leaders

CALL TO ACTION



Ecological conversion = moral imperative
Education = tool for hope
Together = seeds of peace and hope

FINAL COMMITMENT

As pilgrims of mercy and hope,
may we journey with 

hearts open to change and
hands ready to serve.



To receive the full 
Living Laudato Si’ Education Handbook,

please email Jess at
jmarshall5@bne.catholic.edu.au

LIVING LAUDATO SI’



Slide 1, 7, 15, 16, 21 - Artwork used with permission by Byron R from All Saints Parish School
Mercy Global Action Logo used with permission
Slide 2, 3, 4, 8, 20 - Personal photography collection by Jessica Marshall 
Slide 5, 6 - Rix, W. (2025). ‘Walk in Love’ [Mural]. All Saints Parish School. 
Slide 9 - Crawford, E. (2021). Journey. [Painting]. Gifted to Jessica Marshall.
Slide 10 - Personal photography collection by Jessica Marshall at Mercy International Centre, Dublin
Slide 11, 13 - Photograph of students from All Saints Parish School, used with permission
Slide 12, 14, 15 - Videography of students from All Saints Parish School, used with permission
Slide 17 - Screenshots from Handbook created by Jessica Marshall 
Slide 18 - Blom, L. (2025). Bee on lavendar photograph. Used with permission. 
Images without individual attribution have been sourced from Canva for Education.
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