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Across Africa, healthcare systems remain under 
pressure, with long queues, limited resources, 
and communities travelling far to access 
essential care. These gaps shape health 
outcomes every day and demand more than 
isolated solutions.  
 
The World Health Summit Regional Meeting 
2026, hosted by the Aga Khan University (AKU) in 
Nairobi, will bring together policymakers, health 
professionals, innovators, and partners to 
strengthen health systems, advance equitable 
access to care, and turn dialogue into action. 
 
   Register now: 
https://www.whsnairobi2026.com/registration/  
             April 27–29, 2026 
    United Nations Office in Nairobi, Kenya 
 
#WHSNairobi2026 
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Healthcare drives progress.  
 
When communities are healthy, children stay in 
school, economies grow, and societies become 
more resilient.  
 
The World Health Summit Regional Meeting 2026 
will bring together leaders, innovators, and 
experts to reimagine Africa’s health systems, 
advance equity, and shape practical solutions 
that strengthen communities across the 
continent. 
 
   Register now and secure your place: 
https://www.whsnairobi2026.com/registration/  
             27–29 April 2026 
    United Nations Office in Nairobi, Kenya 
 
#WHSNairobi2026 
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At the WHS Regional Meeting 2026, we are 
bringing together innovators, policymakers, 
researchers and practitioners to turn ideas into 
action and explore how to strengthen health 
systems across Africa.  
 
Be part of the conversation: 
https://www.whsnairobi2026.com/registration/  
             27–29 April 2026 
    United Nations Office, Nairobi, Kenya 
 
#WHSNairobi2026  
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What does it take to turn evidence into better 
health policy and practice?  
 
One answer is sustained academic collaboration 
across borders and disciplines. That is the role of 
the WHS Academic Alliance — the scientific 
network of the World Health Summit.  
 
Formerly the M8 Alliance, the WHS Academic 
Alliance brings together 30 leading academic 
institutions from six continents. Founded by 
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin in 2009, it 
strengthens evidence-based global health policy 
and international cooperation.  
 
Why it matters:  
 
      Connects science to policy agendas: helping 
ensure global health discussions are informed by 
evidence and best practices  
 
   Supports regional leadership and relevance: 
the WHS International Presidency and host of the 
WHS Regional Meetings rotate annually among 
Academic Alliance member institutions, linking 
global priorities with regional perspectives  
 
              Connects academic expertise across regions: 
advancing collaboration to tackle complex health 
challenges  
 
Learn more about the Alliance’s work and what’s 
next: 
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/about/whs-
academic-alliance 
 
#WHSAcademicAlliance 
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  What is the WHS Academic Alliance and why 
does it matter?  
  
The WHS Academic Alliance helps ensure that 
science informs health policy and practice – by 
connecting leading academic institutions across 
regions and disciplines.  
  
As the academic network of the World Health 
Summit, the Alliance brings together 29 leading 
academic institutions worldwide to drive 
science-based, cross-sectoral collaboration.  
  
Through working groups, joint publications, 
commissions, and expert meetings, members 
exchange expertise, build shared perspectives, 
and support evidence-informed decision-making.  
  
Alliance members also contribute to shaping the 
global health agenda by co-hosting sessions at 
the annual Summit in Berlin and by strengthening 
the WHS’s global reach through hosting WHS 
Regional Meetings – bringing regional and local 
health priorities to the forefront of global 
conversations.  
  
Find the Alliance members on the map and let us 
know in the comments which one is located 
closest to you         
  
#WHSAcademicAlliance 
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   “Without academic freedom and genuine 
international cooperation, we cannot overcome 
global health challenges.” 
 
New #WHSAcademicAlliance correspondence 
published in Nature today. 
 
In this official declaration, members of the WHS 
Academic Alliance – including WHS President 
Prof. Dr. Axel R. Pries – highlight the importance 
of free science and global partnerships to 
achieve worldwide health goals. 
 
Key messages from the WHS Academic Alliance: 
 
   Define, respect, and safeguard academic 
freedom 
   Strengthen international collaboration and 
multilateral institutions 
   Combat misinformation and rebuild trust in 
science 
 
Read the full statement here: 
https://t.co/vMI5w3mS7J 
 
#WHSAcademicAlliance #WHS2025 
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Did you know that our university is a member of 
the WHS Academic Alliance?  
 
The WHS Academic Alliance brings together 30 
leading academic institutions from all continents 
to strengthen evidence-based global health 
policy and international cooperation. As the 
scientific network of the World Health Summit, 
the Alliance promotes cross-sectoral 
collaboration, connects the global academic 
community, and advances science-based 
solutions to global health challenges.  
 
To stay connected with the network and informed 
about ongoing initiatives, opportunities, and 
activities, you now have access to the new WHS 
Academic Alliance Info & Activities Letter. It 
provides:  
 

- 

https://t.co/vMI5w3mS7J
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHChGWVwq4/keQQTSrDDp_UZ9kf39Cc0Q/view?utm_content=DAHChGWVwq4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHChGWVwq4/keQQTSrDDp_UZ9kf39Cc0Q/view?utm_content=DAHChGWVwq4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


   
 

   
 

  Updates on collaborative projects and 
research initiatives 
  News about World Health Summit-related 
activities and upcoming events 
  Opportunities for participation, visibility, and 
cross-network engagement  
  Insights into how international academic 
collaboration drives progress in global health 
 
Stay up to date and subscribe here:  
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/about/whs-
academic-alliance/whs-academic-alliance-
newsletter  
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