
 

 

Austria, In Perfect Harmony — Your Reason to Visit in 2027 

Visit the new Sound of Music Museum, join Beethoven's 200th anniversary celebrations and 

embrace Lebensgefühl 

 

Sound of Music Salzburg Museum 
 

Austria’s cultural landscape welcomes a defining new landmark with the opening of the Sound of 

Music Salzburg Museum on the grounds of Hellbrunn Palace. Built in the 17th century as a 

pleasure palace for Prince-Archbishop Markus Sittikus, the estate is already world-famous among 

film enthusiasts as the home of the gazebo—the romantic setting for the scene “Sixteen Going 

on Seventeen.” 

Hellbrunn Palace’s historic gate buildings—the Hunting Lodge with its Coach House and the 

Zookeeper’s Lodge—have been renovated and now house a permanent exhibition of Sound of 

Music artifacts. Across multiple multimedia galleries, the museum presents original recordings 

from the 1959 Broadway musical, audio visual footage from the 1964 film production, and video 

memoirs of Maria von Trapp recounting her own life story. Inside the Coach House, visitors can 

step into an experiential replica of the gazebo: an immersive 360-degree cinematic projection 

space where classic scenes—including “Sixteen Going on Seventeen” and an interactive “Do-Re-

Mi” sing-along—are brought to life with dynamic atmospheric effects. 

Beethoven 200th Anniversary Year 

Austria will also mark the bicentenary of the death of Ludwig van Beethoven’s (1827–2027) next 

year. There will be a line-up of events spanning grand symphonic tributes and intimate chamber 

music performances. 

 
A central highlight for art and music lovers visiting Vienna is a multi-sensory encounter with Gustav 

Klimt’s monumental Beethoven Frieze in the basement of the Secession Museum. Spanning 34 

meters, the gilded masterpiece was created for the landmark 1902 Secession exhibition as a 

visual tribute to Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Its historic debut featured Gustav Mahler 

conducting the Vienna Court Opera," forging an iconic union of music and visual art. Today, guests 

can recreate that immersive experience by streaming a Vienna Symphony recording of the 

Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” while admiring the frieze. 

Beethoven’s deep connection to Vienna, the hub of his creative life for more than 35 years can be 

explored at Pasqualati House. As part of the Vienna Museum, visitors can step inside the 

preserved residence where the composer lived for nearly eight years and wrote defining 

masterworks, including Fidelio and "Für Elise." 

Visitors can explore his inner world further at the Beethoven Museum, comprising 14 rooms which 

showcases letters, manuscripts, and personal effects that offer insight into his emotional turmoil 

during his pivotal summer stay in 1802. 

https://www.salzburgmuseum.at/en/location/sound-of-music-salzburg/
https://www.salzburgmuseum.at/en/location/sound-of-music-salzburg/
https://www.wien.info/en/art-culture/art-nouveau/secession-357940


 
Just a short walk away from the Beethoven museum lies the wine tavern Mayer on Pfarrplatz. In 

1817, Beethoven resided in a charming house on the estate, where he worked on his Ninth 

Symphony amid the peaceful vineyard surroundings.  

 

Nature as a Medical Prescription 

 
On the advice of his physician, Dr. Johann Adam Schmidt, Beethoven spent six months in 

Heiligenstadt, a village on the rural outskirts of Vienna renowned for its healing mineral baths. 

With nature-based therapies standard practice for chronic ailments, Dr. Schmidt ordered the 

composer to rest in the countryside. 

Facing progressive deafness and chronic pain, Beethoven spent repeated seasons between 1807 

and 1825 in Baden bei Wien, relying on its thermal springs and woodland trails to restore his 

physical health. 

In the Composer’s Footsteps: The Beethoven Trail 

 
Modern visitors can retrace Beethoven’s footsteps along a 26-kilometer Beethoven Walking Trail. 

Stretching across the Vienna Woods, the trail links charming wine-producing villages from 

Mödling to Baden bei Wien, inviting hikers to slow down and experience the landscape that 

revived Beethoven’s creative drive. 

 

Lebensgefühl 

Austria continues to captivate global travellers seeking restorative escapes that span from classic 

thermal spas to climatic health resorts. Highlights include Tyrol’s Aqua Dome with its floating 

basins, Salzburg’s Felsentherme Bad Gastein set amidst cliff-carved mineral pools, and Rogner 

Therme Bad Blumau in Styria. 

 
In an increasingly hurried world, Austria offers more than an escape; it redefines wellbeing as a 

way of life where alpine nature, rich culture, and mindful enjoyment converge into pure 

Lebensgefühl 

 ### 

 
Note to editor: Lebensgefühl (pronounced LAY-bens-geh-feel), literally means "attitude toward 
life" 
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https://www.pfarrplatz.at/en/
https://www.wienerwald.info/en/gumpoldskirchen/touren-1-5/the-beethoven-circular-hiking-trail
https://www.aqua-dome.at/en
https://www.felsentherme.com/en/
https://www.blumau.com/en/
https://www.blumau.com/en/
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