N b, A
$. CELEBRATING ‘g
x ]ACI(SON’ (30) /J EEEEEEEEEEE 'y
>/ |ETTI & EDU | 55 =4

Nigeria Biotechnology
Reset: What The 2026
Policy Means For

Business
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Nigeria Has a New Biotechnology Policy. Why Does
It Matter?

The Federal Executive Council (FEC) of Nigeria has
approved Its Revised National Biotechnology Policy 2026,
updating the countrys biotechnology policy for the first
time since the framework adopted in 200I.

The revised policy provides a new direction for
pbiotechnology research, development, application and
commercialisation ACross agriculture, healthcare,
industrial production and environmental sustainabllity.

t also addresses emerging areas including gene editing,
genomics, precision agriculture, climate-smart
technologies and advanced manufacturing.

But beyond the policy announcement, what could this
mean for businesses operating at the intersection of
sclence, technology, healthcare, agriculture and
iINnnovation?
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What Has Changed?

The revised policy Is Intended to provide a more current
framework for Nigeria's biotechnology ecosystem after 25
years of technological and scientific development.

t provides policy direction for:

» Biotechnology research & development

» Technology transfer & commercialisation
» Agricultural biotechnology

» Healthcare & life sciences

» Industrial biotechnology

« Environmental sustainability

The framework also recognises newer areas of
biotechnology, iIncluding gene editing, genomics, precision
agriculture and climate-smart technologies.

This represents a shift towards a broader bioeconomy and
INnnovation ecosystem, rather than biotechnology being
viewed solely through the lens of scientific research.
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From Research to Commercialisation

One of the Important themes running through the revised
policy Is commercialisation.

The policy seeks to strengthen the pathway from:
Research: INnNnovation; Technology Transfer:;
Commercialisation to Products & Services.

This matters because scientific discoveries do not
automatically translate into commercially viable products.

The National Biotechnology Research and Development
Agency (NBRDA) has emphasised the need to translate
research into technologies, products and services and to
strengthen collaboration between government institutions,
research organisations, universities and industry.

For businesses, this could create greater opportunities for
research collaborations, licensing, technology-transfer
arrangements and commercial partnerships.
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Where Could the Policy Have the Biggest Impact?

The revised framework spans several sectors.

a. Healthcare & Life Sciences: Genomics, diagnostics,
oharmaceutical research and other biotechnology
applications could benefit from a clearer nationadl

policy direction.

b. Agriculture: Precision agriculture, improved seeds,
biotechnology-enabled farming and climate-resilient
agricultural technologies are specifically relevant to
the framework.

c. Industrial Biotechnology: Biotechnology applications
may support new approaches to manufacturing and

bio-based production.

d. Environment & Climate: The policy also incorporates
environmental  sustainability = and  climate-smart

technologies.

The breadth of the framework means its implications extend
beyond laboratories and research institutions.
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Nigeria Is Also Joining a Global Biotechnology Network

FEC's approval also includes the Nigeria Biotechnology
Partnership, which formalises Nigeria's participation in the
Global Biotechnology Partnership.

The Initiative Is expected to strengthen:

» International research collaboration
+ Access to biotechnology investment
 Technology-transfer opportunities

« Cross-border partnerships

This Is significant for companies and research institutions
looking beyond Nigerig, particularly where biotechnology
projects depend on Iinternational expertise, capital,
research partnerships and technology transfer.
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Where Do the Legal Issues Come In?

As biotechnology moves from research into commercial
applications, businesses will need to navigate a range of
legal and regulatory considerations.

These may include:

1. Intellectual Property: Patents, trade secrets, ownership of
research outputs and licensing.

2. Technology Transfer: Research collaborations,
commercidlisation agreements and transfer of proprietary
technologies.

3. Regulatory Approvals: Applicable approvals and compliance
requirements for biotechnology products and applications.

4. Biosafety & Research Compliance: Requirements applicable
to research, development and deployment of biotechnology
applications.

5. Data & Genomics: The use, storage and transfer of genomic
and other sensitive biological data may create additiondl
legal considerations.

The precise reguirements will depend on the technology, sector
and intended application.
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What Does This Mean for Investors & Businesses?

The revised policy could create opportunities across the
biotechnology value chain.

Potential areas include:

Research & development partnerships
Technology licensing

Venture capital and investment
Public-private partnerships

Agritech and precision agriculture
Pharmaceutical and life sciences innovation
Genomics and diagnostics

Bilo-based manufacturing

Climate and environmental technologies

For foreign investors and multinational businesses, the
formalisation of Nigerias participation in the Globadl
Blotechnology Partnership may also support greater
opportunities for cross-border collaboration and
technology transfer.
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What Should Businesses Be Thinking About?

The policy approval is an Important development, but
policy direction Is not the same as regulatory certainty.

Businesses entering or expanding within  Nigeria's
blotechnology ecosystem should consider:

IP ownership: Who owns the research, inventions, data and
resulting technologies?

Commercialisation structures: How will research outputs
move from institutions to the market?

Regulatory pathway: What approvals, licences or sector-
specific requirements apply?

Collaboration agreements: Are ownership, confidentiality,
publication, licensing and commercialisation rights clearly
defined?

Cross-border transactions: What issues arise where
technology, research, data or Investment crosses
jurisdictions?

Implementation: How will the revised policy translate into
specific programmes, regulations and institutional actions?

- o
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THE BOTTOM LINE

Nigeria's Revised National Biotechnology Policy 2026 signals
a renewed policy focus on biotechnology as part of the

countrys broader science, technology and innovation
ecosystem.

ts scope extends from agriculture and healthcare to

genomics, gene editing, Industrial biotechnology and
environmental sustainability.

For businesses, the significance may ultimately lie not only In
the policy itself, but In how it is Implemented and whether it
successfully strengthens research, technology transfer,
commercialisation and investment.

For the legal sector, the emerging ecosystem creates
potential Intersections across intellectual property, life
sclences, technology, agriculture, investment, regulatory
compliance, and Environmental, Social and Governance
(ESG) considerations.




JACKSON,

_ T fenesmnc N7 /
< JEETechTuesday
ETTI & EDU | =/ >

17)

As Nigeria builds its biotechnology ecosystem, the legal
framework surrounding the commercialisation of scientific
iInnovation will be just as important as the innovation itself.

Please note that this content is for information purposes only
and does not constitute legal or regulatory advice. For further
qguidance kindly reach out to us @tme@jee.africa.
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