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GAA Clubs play a key role in supporting physical activity, supporting participation, community
connections and provide opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to take part in sport.
Clubs provide pathways for coaches, players, officials and volunteers to support the
development and success of the GAA community. 

However, clubs are facing increasing challenges such as recruiting and retaining members and
volunteers, developing coaches, managing facilities, securing financial support, and ensuring
effective governance. All of this helps to establish structures to create an effect and
sustainable club. 

The Club Development Programme (CDP) is designed to support clubs at different stages of
their development. The CDP is available to new, emerging and established clubs (GAA Handball
and/or GAA Clubs), also to GAA clubs interested in affiliating with GAA Handball under the
OneClub Model. This support aims to build strong foundations for long-term success, from
improving capacity, increase participation, developing the club workforce (coaches,
administrators, officials, volunteers), to create sustainable pathways for future growth.

This programme has been created to help guide clubs to achieve the minimum operating
standards in core areas (Coaching & Games Development, Club Management/Administration,
Communications, Facilities and Governance). 

GAA Handball will have a recognition process in place to reward clubs for their sustained effort
in promoting the game (particularly at grassroots level) and achieve the operating standards
required.

overview



To strengthen and support GAA Handball/GAA Clubs to become well-managed,
sustainable, inclusive and capable of providing high-quality opportunities for their
communities.

The programme will provide clubs with the guidance, resources and support needed to:

Strengthen leadership, governance and club management
Increase, retain participation and membership. 
Recruit, develop and retain coaches, volunteers and officials.
Improve financial sustainability and access to funding. 
Enhance and/or develop facilities (improve participants/members experience) 
Promote inclusion, equality and safeguarding. 
Build stronger links between clubs, communities and other local organisations. 

PURPOSE

Overall, the programme aims
to create stronger clubs that
can deliver more opportunities
for people to participate,
progress and enjoy GAA
Handball in a safe, welcoming
and sustainable environment.



The Club Development Programme aims to strengthen the capacity, quality and
sustainability of GAA Handball clubs through targeted support, development and
continuous improvement. 

Strengthen club management & administration – Improve structures and process to ensure
compliance with safeguarding, and related governance/ policies (GAA & Sport Ireland
requirements). 

Improve club planning & performance – Encourage clubs to establish clear development
plans, SMART targets and systems for monitoring and evaluating progress. 

Build financial/fundraising capacity & sustainability – Help clubs strengthen financial
planning, diversify income, and access funding opportunities.

Develop the club volunteer base – Recruit, retain and develop coaches, volunteers, officials
and club administrators via appropriate training and development opportunities. Create
awareness around the pathways for coaches and players, to grow and maintain memberships,
which support the skill development of each target group (juvenile, adult etc.)

Strengthen partnerships and collaborations – Develop stronger relationships between clubs,
schools, community groups, local councils/LSP (Local Sports Partnerships) and other partners.
Improve overall community engagement (e.g. marketing & visibility), and participation with
various groups to build local support and visibility of club/success.

Improve facilities & resources – Support clubs to identify facility and equipment needs and
develop plans for improvement and/or investment. 

Promote safe, inclusive & welcoming clubs – Strengthen safeguarding, equality, inclusion
and accessibility so that all club members/community members have the opportunity to
participate in a positive environment.

aims & objectives



Support long-term club sustainability – Build the skills, structures and capacity required for
clubs to adapt to changing needs. 

Provide Support – access to resources and networking opportunities.
Overall: To create stronger, more sustainable and inclusive clubs that provide high-quality
opportunities for people to participate, develop and enjoy sport within their communities.

aims & objectives



The Club Development Programme will support clubs at different stages of their development,
recognising that clubs have different levels of capacity, experience and need.

PHASE 1
Newly formed GAA | Handball Clubs (0-5 years) 
Clubs seeking re-affiliation (previously established clubs) 

PHASE 2
Start-up clubs (in progress of affiliating/getting involved)
Current/Active clubs who require additional support
GAA clubs interested in including Handball under One Club Model.

OTHER:
The programme will also support the people who contribute to the effective operation and
development of clubs, including: 

Committee members 
Administrators 
Coaches 
Volunteers 
Officials
Young Leaders
Previous players/participants 

target groups



PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4

Onboarding &
Club Planning

Programme
Delivery

Club
Implementation &

Support

Evaluation &
Reflection

The Club Development Programme will provide different levels of support, combining training,
practical support and mentoring.

FOCUS AREAS
Coaching & Games Development 
Volunteer Recruitment & Retention 
Facility Development & Infrastructure 
Communication & Marketing 
Governance & Administration 
Financial Sustainability & Fundraising 



** All online workshops will be delivered within a 1-2 hour timeframe.
***  Multiple club reps are welcome to attend each workshop.



The Club Development Programme will provide different levels of support, combining
training, practical support and mentoring.

FOCUS AREAS
Coaching & Games Development 
Volunteer Recruitment & Retention 
Facility Development & Infrastructure 
Communication & Marketing 
Governance & Administration 
Financial Sustainability & Fundraising 

resources provided

A 12-month programme cycle that provides sufficient time to deliver support for clubs in various
areas across club development. On completion of the pilot phase, the programme may then
operate on an annual cycle, with clubs entering at different levels to support one another (e.g.
new club and established club in year 2).

▪ Programme delivery 6-8 months
▪ Followed by 6 months support post programme completion
▪ Estimated 12-month programme

timeline

Improved club standards
Club Recognition
Training, advice & guidance
Funding & grant support

programme benefits
Engage with like-minded clubs
Understand how to become a
sustainable / successful clubs
Attract new members



recognition &
sustainability
On completion, clubs can receive:

Recognition: Clubs that complete the programme receive certification, and credit
towards CPD such as coach education/training workshops (approx. €250).
Development Grant: Clubs can receive financial support to go towards equipment
and/or facility development, e.g. wallball court (approx. €1000-1500).
Celebration Event: Showcase new clubs, and share success stories at the final event of
the programme in Croke Park.
Ongoing Support: Graduates of the programme can continue access to resources and
mentoring for 6 months post completion. Check ins will also be available monthly for
further support.

Apply Now:

1.Complete the application form  HERE   
2.Deadline: 18th November at 5pm.
3.Successful applicants notified by 22nd November.
4.Applications will accept place on programme by 25th November.
5.First workshop provisionally set to take place on Wednesday 2nd of December, including

programme overview and introduction.

For further information, programme resources and GAA Handball updates:

Visit gaahandball.ie
Contact: Clare Conway

Email: clare.conway.handball@gaa.ie

https://www.gaahandball.ie/coaching-development/programmes/club-development-programme
https://www.gaahandball.ie/
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