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The SDGs
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Let’s learn about the UN’s  
Sustainable Development Goals  
also known as the SDGs.
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What are the SDGs? 

The 17 SDGs (commonly referred 
to as Goals) aim to build a better  
world for everyone. 

They were developed by the UN  
in 2012 and accepted by all 193  
UN Member States in 2015.
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What is Sustainable Development?
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Sustainable Development is … 

“Development that meets the needs  
of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to  
meet their own needs.”  
 
(Bruntland Commission Report, 1987) 
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This means that what we do today, 
affects people in the future, so we 
need to do our best to make choices 
that will have a positive impact.
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Why do we need the SDGs? 
We all know that humans are facing  
big and urgent challenges including:  

•	Poverty
•	Inequality 
•	Climate change
•	Environmental degradation 
•	Peace
•	Justice
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BIG CHALLENGES need BOLD action  
to overcome them 
That’s where the SDGs come in. 
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The SDGs aim to create a fairer,  
more sustainable world for  
everyone everywhere by 2030. 

And we can all work together to  
achieve them. 


