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Press release 

Text for Interpack-News 2026
Annex 1 Reimagined – Additive Manufacturing as the Key to Safe and Efficient Components
The patented stopper track has won the rapid.tech 3D Excellence Award 2026.
Award for a forward-looking solution: The patented stopper track, has won the rapid.tech 3D Excellence Award 2026. The award recognized a component that demonstrates how additive manufacturing can specifically address the increasing requirements of EU GMP Guideline Annex 1 regarding cleanability, flow management, and material integrity. Tobias Geiger and Julia Schaaf accepted the award during the evening event at rapid.tech 3D in Erfurt.
The requirements of EU GMP Annex 1 present new challenges for machines and components: cleanability, flow control, material integrity, and handling are becoming more critical than ever. Additive manufacturing offers a new solution—not as a replacement, but as an additional option for rethinking components from the ground up and designing them specifically to meet these requirements.
In 3D printing, components are built up layer by layer. This creates design freedoms that are virtually impossible to achieve with traditional manufacturing processes. For the customer, this means one thing above all: components can be functionally optimized while being systematically designed for hygienic processes. Seamless surfaces without weld seams, flow-optimized geometries, and integrated channels significantly improve cleanability and support an Annex 1-compliant design—without compromising material properties.
In addition, there is the significant weight reduction of additively manufactured components. Lighter components are easier to handle and can be loaded into the machine more efficiently. This simplifies cleaning and setup processes and improves ergonomics in day-to-day production. At the same time, airflow can be specifically optimized, which is particularly crucial in sensitive production areas.
Since 2020, an interdisciplinary project team at Bausch+Ströbel has been driving the introduction and further development of additive manufacturing. Parts that have already been produced using this process can be viewed at the Bausch+Ströbel booth at Interpack (Hall 16, Booth 15), where visitors can discuss the potential of this new technology with on-site experts.  
As well as the experts in additive manufacturing, the booth will also feature specialists who provide Annex 1 support directly to customers and demonstrate how innovation, efficiency, and regulatory requirements can be effectively combined.
Captions: Two examples that clearly illustrate the potential of this new technology. One is the patented stopper track, and the other is a stopper insertion station in both conventional and new designs. 
The winning team at the award ceremony. From left to right: David Dürr, Julia Schaaf and Tobias Geiger
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