
Inspection of Holly Corner 
Kindergarten
104 Shrub End Road, Colchester, Essex CO3 4RX

Inspection date: 20 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a calm, loving and nurturing environment, where they celebrate and 
embrace children's personalities and interests. Children show they feel loved, 
valued and respected. They settle well and form positive and caring relationships 
with staff. Staff talk proudly about the children. Children thoroughly enjoy their 
time at the nursery. They make friends easily and form positive relationships with 
staff. Children speak fondly about their peers. They talk about their friends' 
bumblebee costumes and how lovely they look. Children play games with each 
other, make up their own narratives and actively seek out others to join their play. 

Staff provide ample opportunities for children to develop their gross and fine motor 
skills. Outside, children balance on beams, jump on pads, compete in physical 
games and learn to climb on different levels of terrain. Children use tongs to pick 
things up, such as food, at snack time. Children are very well behaved and know 
what is expected of them. They listen to instructions and learn patience, kindness 
and respect. Children develop good levels of independence. Staff support even the 
youngest of children with carrying out tasks for themselves, such as handwashing 
and blowing their noses. Staff encourage children's curiosity about the world 
around them. Children love learning facts, such as that bees 'have six legs' and 
they 'go home to the queen'. Staff support babies' language skills really well. They 
repeat their babbles, add new words and use positional language, such as 'under' 
and 'on top', throughout play. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team are passionate about children's early education. They 
work closely together, and with other professionals, to ensure a collaborative 
approach that benefits all children and their families. 

n Staff's well-being is given high priority. Staff comment that they feel valued and 
cared for at the nursery. They can approach the leaders any time to discuss 
concerns or ask for support. Staff's achievements are celebrated and their skills 
used effectively to enhance children's development. 

n Support for children with special educations needs and/or disabilities is strong. 
Staff know the children well and help them to settle into an inclusive 
environment. They work closely with outside professionals to ensure that 
children get all the support they need to make good progress. Leaders and staff 
use funding effectively to purchase resources that have a positive impact on 
children's progress and experiences.  

n Staff embrace children's interests and encourage their creative freedom. A 
painting activity about bees turns into a body-painting activity. Staff embrace 
children's fascination with how it feels and what patterns they can make. 
Children enjoy exploring the items in the water tray, such as shells and leaves. 
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Children extend their own learning and enjoyment, removing their socks and 
seeing how the water feels on their feet. Children excitedly splash and giggle 
with each other. Staff are close by, supporting their learning and exploration of 
the activity. 

n Staff form strong and effective partnerships with parents. They keep parents 
informed of their children's progress and fully involve them in any decisions that 
impact their children's needs. Staff focus on support for the whole family, as they 
know that this benefits children the most. Parents comment that they would 
recommend the nursery to other parents. 

n Staff provide a very well-resourced environment that sparks children's curiosity 
and enthusiasm to learn. Children experience a wide variety of activities that 
ignite children's senses and support their early brain development. For example, 
children enjoy scooping and pouring gloop and painting with natural and 
household objects.

n Staff get to know children well and identify any gaps that are emerging. They 
use what they know about children's interests and levels of development to plan 
activities that support them to make good progress in all areas of learning. 
During some interactions, when some staff ask questions, they speak before 
children have had time to formulate their responses. This means children have 
fewer opportunities to develop their language and thinking skills. 

n Children learn to adopt a healthy lifestyle. They are provided with healthy 
nutritious meals each day, regular exercise, and they take part in cooking 
activities with the nursery chef, who helps them learn about the importance of a 
balanced diet and where food comes from. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the already good plans in place to monitor staff's practice to raise the 
quality of teaching to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 402169

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10396508

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Holly Corner Kindergarten Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907012

Telephone number 01206 764801

Date of previous inspection 29 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Holly Corner Kindergarten registered in 1998. It is situated in a converted house in 
Colchester, Essex. The nursery employs 14 members of childcare staff. Of these, 12 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm. It provides government funded places for all 
eligible children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Daniella Adams
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this is having on the children's learning.

n Staff and the children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Holly Corner Kindergarten
20 May 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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