
Inspection of Cherry Field Nursery
Long Grove Park, Long Grove Road, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8TF

Inspection date: 22 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive comfort and reassurance from staff, who are gentle and kind in 
their approach. This helps children to learn to develop strong attachments to their 
key person and feel secure. Babies regularly hear staff singing songs, and staff 
engage babies' interest in looking at books and listening to stories. This supports 
their early communication and language development effectively. Children receive 
well-deserved praise for their efforts and celebrate these achievements as a whole 
group. For example, following tidy-up time, children who were the most helpful get 
to wear one of the crowns. This helps support children's sense of achievement and 
pride in their accomplishments.

Children enjoy short circle times, where they sit with their key person in small 
groups. They listen to short stories and sing favourite rhymes. For example, they 
become fully animated as they join in the actions and readily jump up and hop like 
a bunny. This supports children's speaking skills while enhancing their physical 
development. Pre-school children enjoy learning new games and listen intently as 
staff explain the rules. Children take turns in holding a card to their forehead and 
asking questions to the others to try and guess what is on their card. This 
encourages the children to make connections between their thoughts and what 
they see and to think critically. Leaders ensure that the curriculum is ambitious for 
all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities or 
learning more than one language. They assess how each child learns best and how 
they can support this effectively.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Although there have been changes in leadership, this has been managed 
successfully. Leaders maintain effective communication with the staffing team. 
This helps to ensure that staff receive support, including for their well-being and 
professional development. 

n Leaders regularly assess staff's practice, such as through observing their 
interactions with children. They use the information they gather to inform 
individual review meetings to guide further training and development 
opportunities. This supports staff to understand how to make changes to their 
practice to further improve their planning for experiences for children.

n Leaders have a secure understanding of their plan for children's learning and 
what they know children need to learn next. There are clear intentions for a 
sequenced curriculum. However, staff do not always implement these 
consistently to make sure that during their interactions with children, they are 
encompassing teaching the intended skills. This means that children do not 
always practise these skills regularly to further embed them. 

n Staff know the children well and understand their unique care and learning 
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needs. They have a secure knowledge of children in their key group. They plan 
activities and experiences that they base on what children need to learn next, 
incorporating their interests. This enables children to remain engaged in their 
play and learning.

n Children begin to learn to be independent. For example, they help each other to 
tidy away toys. However, staff do not always support or role model to children 
the importance of good hygiene and doing tasks themselves. This does not help 
children to develop a fully secure understanding of good health and extend their 
independence skills. 

n There are clear and effective partnerships with parents, which staff fully foster. 
Parents remain up to date with their children's developmental progress and the 
teaching that will be taking place for their child. Parents comment about the 
good development in their children's personal skills and levels of confidence. 
They report about the effective support for children in understanding similarities 
and differences.

n Children access outdoor play daily, where staff engage children in challenging 
activities. For example, they plan an obstacle course for children to strengthen 
their balancing, jumping and running skills. Children take great delight in taking 
part in games, such as 'What's the time, Mr Wolf?' showing that this is a known 
and enjoyed game. These aspects support children's physical development 
successfully. 

n Leaders and staff adhere to clear procedures when they need to liaise with other 
professionals and those from other settings children also attend. This enables 
them to gain and share information. This aids in staff's understanding of 
children's learning and influences their planning for children's individual needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance staff's understanding of the importance of consistent high-quality 
interactions with children to further encompass the intentions for the curriculum

n strengthen opportunities for children to learn about and follow good hygiene 
practice to further improve their self-care and independence skills consistently.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY300147

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10380039

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 118

Number of children on roll 120

Name of registered person Cherry Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904322

Telephone number 01372 747080

Date of previous inspection 18 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Cherry Field Nursery registered in 2005 and operates from a purpose-built building 
in Long Grove Park in Epsom, Surrey. The nursery is open each weekday, from 
7.30am to 6.15pm, all year round. The provider receives funding for the provision 
of early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. A total of 22 
members of staff work with children. Of whom, 15 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Helen Penticost
Kelley Ellis

Inspection activities

n The managers and inspectors completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum.

n The lead inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspectors spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspectors.
n The inspectors viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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