
2025 UPDATED AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND CONSENSUS STATEMENT ON BEST PRACTICE 

FOOD ALLERGEN MANAGEMENT 

The first stakeholder consensus statement for best practice food allergen management in packaged foods and food service for Australia and 

New Zealand was released in 2020. The statement outlined the food allergen management responsibilities of consumers, packaged food 

manufacturers and food service businesses and was endorsed by 6 stakeholder organisations. Figures 1 and 2 show the background 

activities, process of development and key points of 2020 consensus statement.
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Figure 3: 2025 Consensus statement - background activities and process of development

Reference: J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract 2022;10; 2056-65. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaip.2022.03.018

Figure 2: Key Points of the 2020 Consensus Statement  

Development of the 2025 Consensus Statement 

In 2023, the Allergen Bureau and FSANZ jointly convened a stakeholder consultation forum in Wellington, New Zealand to explore the change 

in reference doses from ED01 to ED05 for precautionary allergen labelling. That meeting initiated the review of the 2020 consensus 

statement. Between April 2023 and April 2025, a series of online meetings, electronic discussions and targeted consultations were conducted, 

led by the National Allergy Council and Allergen Bureau.

Figure 3 outlines the background activities and stakeholder engagements for the development of the 2025 consensus statement which was 

finalised in May 2025 and endorsed by 17 stakeholder organisations. Importantly, two key sectors were added outlining the responsibilities of 

health professionals and food safety regulator and enforcement agencies. This brings together all sectors in the community and industry 

involved in making food safer for people with food allergies. 
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Conclusion: 
The consensus statement aims to foster collaborative work between community, 

industry, health and regulatory sectors to improve outcomes for consumers who have 

food allergy, and to advocate for improved practices, access to education and training, 

and improved regulation. 

Ingrid Roche1,2, Jasmine Lacis-Lee3, Lisa Clark3 Sally Voukelatos1,4, Maria Said1,4, 

Vicki McWilliam1,2,5, Sandra Vale1, on behalf of the stakeholder group. 

Further information: 

ingrid@nationalallergy.org.au

Figure 1: 2020 Consensus statement - background activities and process of development
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