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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND CARE EXCELLENCE
Centre for Health Technology Evaluation
Technology Appraisal Committee D meeting minutes
Minutes:		Confirmed
Date:		Wednesday 10th December 2025
Location:		Via Zoom
Attendees
Committee members present	
Dr Raju Reddy (Vice Chair)					Present for all items
Paul Caulfield					Present for all items
Professor Sofia Dias					Present for all items
Samuel Finnikin					Present for all items
Andrew Fox                                                                	Present for all items
Dr Robert Hodgson					Present for all items
Dr Bernard Khoo 					Present for all items
Sue Wen Leo					Present for items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Dr Guy Makin					Present for all items 
Dr Philip Mallender					Present for all items
Dr Simon McNamara					Present for items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Professor David Meads					Present for all items 
Giles Monnickendam					Present for all items
Carole Pitkeathley					Present for all items
Dr Ben Searle					Present for all items
Sophia Steer					Present for all items
[bookmark: _Hlk190091913]Dr Will Sullivan					Present for all items
Catherine Thompson					Present for all items
Dr Miranda Trevor					Present for all items
Dr Savvas Vlachos					Present for all items
Dr Salman Waqar 					Present for all items
Marco Yeung					Present for all items
NICE staff (key players) present
Ross Dent, Associate Director					Items 4.1 to 5.2.2
Kate Moore, Project Manager					Items 4.1 to 5.2.2
Charlotte Strickland, Assistant Project Manager			Items 4.1 to 4.1.3, 5.1 to 5.2.2
Vicky Kelly, Health Technology Assessment Adviser		Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Emma Bajela, Health Technology Assessment Analyst	Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Rachel Williams, Health Technology Assessment Adviser	Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
George Millington, Health Technology Assessment Analyst	Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
[bookmark: _Hlk1984286]External assessment group representatives present
Ewan Cummins, Warwick Evidence, Warwick Medical School, University of Warwick						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Yen-Fu Chen, Warwick Evidence, Warwick Medical School, University of Warwick						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Giovany Orozco Leal, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University								Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Eugenie Johnson, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University								Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Clinical, Patient & NHS England experts present
Dr Fiona Coath, Rheumatology consultant, clinical expert nominated by British Society for Rheumatology					Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Dr Sarah Mackie, Associate Professor / Hon Consultant Rheumatologist, clinical expert nominated by PMRGCAuk					Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Fiona Johnson, Manager of the PMRGC Auk helpline, patient expert nominated by PMRGCAuk					Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Maxine Wright, Trustee of Vasculitis UK, patient expert nominated by Vasculitis UK						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Professor Alan Salama, Professor of Nephrology and Honorary Consultant Nephrologist, clinical expert nominated by Lupus UK					Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Dr Tabitha Turner-Stokes, Consultant Nephrologist, clinical expert nominated by Kidney Research UK					Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Dalila Tremarias, patient expert nominated by Lupus UK	Items 5.1 to 5.1.3

Please note that alongside the attendees listed in this document, there were additional NICE Staff present in this meeting. These attendees were not involved in the decision making or discussions.

Minutes
1. [bookmark: _Hlk72144168]Introduction to the meeting
1.1. The Chair, Dr Raju Reddy, welcomed members of the committee and other attendees present to the meeting.
1.2. The Chair noted apologies from Dr Megan John, Dr Nathan Moore, and Dr Zenas Yiu.
2. News and announcements
2.1. None.
3. Minutes from the last meeting
3.1. The committee approved the minutes of the committee meeting held on Wednesday 12th November. 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk119512620]Appraisal of Upadacitinib for treating giant cell arteritis [ID6299]
4.1. Part 1 – Open session
4.1.1. The Chair welcomed the invited experts, external assessment group representatives, members of the public and company representatives from AbbVie. 
4.1.2. [bookmark: _Hlk133572433]The Chair asked all committee members and experts, external assessment group representatives and NICE staff present to declare any relevant interests in relation to the item being considered. Declarations for this appraisal can be found on the Topic Register of Interest (TROI) on the topic webpage, here.
4.1.3. [bookmark: _Hlk95998136]The Chair led a discussion of the evidence presented to the committee. This information was presented to the committee by Catherine Thompson, Paul Caulfield, and Prof. Sofia Dias.
4.2. Part 2 – Closed session (company representatives, professional experts, external assessment group representatives and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting)
4.2.1. The committee then agreed on the content of the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG). The committee decision was reached by consensus.
4.2.2. The committee asked the NICE technical team to prepare the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG) in line with their decisions.
· Further updates will be available on the topic webpage in due course.
5. Appraisal of Obinutuzumab for treating lupus nephritis [ID6420]
5.1. Part 1 – Open session
5.1.1. The Chair welcomed the invited experts, external assessment group representatives, members of the public and company representatives from Roche. 
5.1.2. The Chair asked all committee members and experts, external assessment group representatives and NICE staff present to declare any relevant interests in relation to the item being considered. Declarations for this appraisal can be found on the Topic Register of Interest (TROI) on the topic webpage, here.
5.1.3. The Chair led a discussion of the evidence presented to the committee. This information was presented to the committee by Dr Bernard Khoo, Paul Caulfield, and Philip Mallender.
5.2. Part 2 – Closed session (company representatives, professional experts, external assessment group representatives and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting)
5.2.1. The committee then agreed on the content of the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG). The committee decision was reached by consensus.
5.2.2. The committee asked the NICE technical team to prepare the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG) in line with their decisions.
· Further updates will be available on the topic webpage in due course.
Date of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Technology Appraisal Committee D will be held on Wednesday 7th January 2026 and will start promptly at 9am. 
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