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Questions from the public: 
May 2026 public Board meeting

Given the discussion around future NICE methods, cost-effectiveness thresholds, and NHS modernisation, could NICE or the Department provide an update on the societal preferences study referenced during the severity modifier work, including whether its findings are expected to influence future valuation frameworks or threshold policy?
NICE has collaborated with the Department of Health and Social Care to commission a larger stated preference study that will build on  the published NICE Listens project. This larger study aims to generate quantitative stated preference data that could inform the Quality Adjusted Life Years (QALY) weights used in severity calculations, and to use qualitative research methods to understand and support the interpretation of these preferences.
Substantial progress on the study design has already been made. The main study phase began in January 2026, with final reporting expected by the end of 2027.
AstraZeneca's CEO Pascal Soriot has suggested the threshold needs to increase further to encourage industry investment. Are more changes likely?
The Department of Health and Social Care representative at the Board meeting confirmed there are no plans for further changes to the threshold. 
How do you see/predict the MFN policy affecting the faster access of medicines KPI when it is likely companies could delay launch of medicines as a result of MFN?
The US Government’s Most favoured nation (MFN) policy has the potential to have a significant impact on how medicines are launched globally. At the moment it is too early to be clear about its impact as the detail is still being worked through and it is linked to the work arising from the US-UK trade deal. NICE is closely monitoring the pipeline of medicines in the technology appraisal programme and whether there are any differences in how medicines are launched in the UK compared to other countries. At the moment NICE is not seeing a significant impact on the technology appraisal pipeline but will continue to monitor this closely and inform the Board if metrics are impacted. 
This month should see the publication of the first EU Joint Clinical Assessment (JCA). Does this EU HTA Regulation have the potential to impact the work of NICE?
NICE is closely monitoring this situation. Presently, we do not expect this to have a significant impact because NICE works very closely with companies before licenses are granted. The JCA may be referred to by literature reviews as a source of evidence if it is published before the NICE appraisal, but this is not expected to be common given the extent of NICE’s work before market authorisation is granted. 
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