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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND CARE EXCELLENCE
Centre for Health Technology Evaluation
Technology Appraisal Committee C meeting minutes
Minutes:		Confirmed
Date:		Tuesday 3rd February 2026
Location:		Via Zoom
Attendees
Committee members present
[bookmark: _Hlk119514877]Dr James Fotheringham (Chair)				Present for items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Dr Richard Nicholas (Vice Chair)				Present for all items
Richard Boldero				Present for all items
Dawn Cooper				Present for items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Michael Chambers				Present for all items
Dr Mark Corbett                                                    Present for all items
Dr Alastair Dickson				Present for all items
Dr David Foreman 				Present for all items
Louise Hunt				Present for items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Iain McGowan				Present for all items
Ugochi Nwulu				Present for all items
Stella O’Brien				Present for all items
[bookmark: _Hlk146702452]Dr Clare Offer				Present for all items
Dr Kate Ren				Present for all items
Dr Pedro Saramago Goncalves				Present for all items
Dr Jonathan Sive				Present for all items
Elizabeth Thurgar				Present for all items
Dr Jonathan Tosh				Present for all items
Dr Satish Venkateshan				Present for all items
NICE staff (key players) present
Lorna Dunning, Associate Director						Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Leena Issa, Project Manager						Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Helen Lidis, Assistant Project Manager					Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Michelle Green, Health Technology Assessment Adviser		Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Giacomo De Guisa, Health Technology Assessment Analyst		Items 4.1 to 4.2.2
Ross Dent, Associate Director						Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
Kate Moore, Project Manager						Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
Charlotte Strickland, Assistant Project Manager				Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
Alex Sampson, Health Technology Assessment Adviser		Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
Owen Swales, Health Technology Assessment Analyst		Items 5.1 to 5.2.2
[bookmark: _Hlk1984286]External assessment group representatives present
Dwayne Boyers, Health Economics Research Unit and Health Services Research Unit, University of Aberdeen						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
David Cooper, Health Economics Research Unit and Health Services Research Unit, University of Aberdeen						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Ryan Kenny, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University										Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Fiona Beyer, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University	Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Nawaraj Bhattarai, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University									Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Giovany Orozco Leal, Newcastle NIHR TAR Team, Newcastle University									Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Clinical, Patient & NHS England experts present
Ruth Lester, Retired Consultant Surgeon, patient expert nominated by Lymphoma Action						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Dr Rory McCulloch, Consultant Haematologist, clinical expert nominated by NICE								Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Stephen O’Brien, NHSE CDF lead						Items 4.1 to 4.1.3
Dr Channa Hewamadduma, Consultant Neurologist, clinical expert nominated by Biogen and Roche						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Dr Mariacristina Scoto, Consultant in Neuromuscular Translational Research, clinical expert nominated by both Biogen and Roche						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Lucy Frost, Trustee of TreatSMA, patient expert nominated by Muscular Dystrophy UK and TreatSMA						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Portia Thorman, Advocacy Lead for SMA UK, patient expert nominated by Muscular Dystrophy UK						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Andrew Thornton, Trustee of TreatSMA, patient expert nominated by Muscular Dystrophy UK and TreatSMA						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3
Sanjeev Patel, IMF lead, NHSE						Items 5.1 to 5.1.3

Please note that alongside the attendees listed in this document, there were additional NICE Staff present in this meeting. These attendees were not involved in the decision making or discussions.




Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk72144168]Introduction to the meeting
The Chair, Dr James Fotheringham, welcomed members of the committee and other attendees present to the meeting.
The chair noted apologies from Dr Alex Cale and Dr Arpit Srivastava.
News and announcements
None.
Minutes from the last meeting
The committee approved the minutes of the committee meeting held on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk119512620]Appraisal of Acalabrutinib with bendamustine and rituximab for untreated mantle cell lymphoma [ID6155]
1.1. Part 1 – Open session
1.1.1. The Chair welcomed the invited experts, external assessment group representatives, members of the public and company representatives from Astrazeneca UK. 
1.1.2. The Chair asked all committee members and experts, external assessment group representatives and NICE staff present to declare any relevant interests in relation to the item being considered. Declarations for this appraisal can be found on the Topic Register of Interest (TROI) on the topic webpage, here.
1.1.3. [bookmark: _Hlk95998136]The Chair led a discussion of the evidence presented to the committee. This information was presented to the committee by Louise Hunt, Dr Pedro Saramago Goncalves, and Stella O’Brien.
1.2. Part 2 – Closed session (company representatives, professional experts, external assessment group representatives and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting)
1.2.1. The committee then agreed on the content of the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG). The committee decision was reached by consensus.
1.2.2. The committee asked the NICE technical team to prepare the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG) in line with their decisions.
· Further updates will be available on the topic webpage in due course.
2. Appraisal of Nusinersen and risdiplam for treating spinal muscular atrophy (review of TA588 and TA755) [ID6195]
2.1. Part 1 – Open session
2.1.1. The Chair, Dr Richard Nicholas, welcomed the invited experts, external assessment group representatives, members of the public and company representatives from Biogen and Roche. 
2.1.2. The Chair asked all committee members and experts, external assessment group representatives and NICE staff present to declare any relevant interests in relation to the item being considered. Declarations for this appraisal can be found on the Topic Register of Interest (TROI) on the topic webpage, here.
2.1.3. The Chair led a discussion of the evidence presented to the committee. This information was presented to the committee by the Chair.
2.2. Part 2 – Closed session (company representatives, professional experts, external assessment group representatives and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting)
2.2.1. The committee then agreed on the content of the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG). The committee decision was reached by consensus.
2.2.2. The committee asked the NICE technical team to prepare the Draft Guidance (DG) or Final Draft Guidance (FDG) in line with their decisions.
· Further updates will be available on the topic webpage in due course.
Date of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Technology Appraisal Committee C will be held on Tuesday 3rd March and will start promptly at 9:15am.
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