


Organising your street VE Day 80 celebrations
This year marks the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day, and Camden Council is excited to invite you to be part of the celebrations. We’re welcoming applications from residents who would like to host their own small street parties to honour this significant historical event on Monday 5 May 2025 (Bank Holiday). 
In order to facilitate these events, we require interested residents to apply online by 5pm on Monday 7 April: https://app1.apply4.com/eventapp/uk/camden (there are no fees to pay). This is to allow time to ensure smooth planning, including necessary road closures and event support where required. 
We will try to accommodate as many events as possible but depending on levels of interest, this may not be guaranteed.
If you have any difficulty in applying, please email events@camden.gov.uk
Here is a guide to help residents who are looking to organise an event like this:

Planning your event:
By ‘street party’ we mean one that is organised by and for all residents in one or two small streets without external publicity.
· Think about your neighbours, is this something that you feel they would like to be a part of?  As time is short, why not get together in your local WhatsApp or community group and talk to each other to gather support and volunteers to help.

· If the answer is yes, have you thought about who would like to help with the planning? You might need people to pull together to help you organise it.

· [bookmark: _Hlk194071561]Firstly, please let us know by applying online by 5pm on Friday 4 April: https://app1.apply4.com/eventapp/uk/camden (there are no fees to pay) if you have any difficulty in applying please email events@camden.gov.uk

· [bookmark: _Hlk194069028]Once your application has been received, the events team will handle the road closures for you and will be able to offer guidance and advice.

Things To Consider
· Keep it simple – tables, chairs, picnic food, maybe some background music, and bunting (bunting is a staple of any good street party!).

· Try to avoid anything that requires power, such as bouncy castles, which can require a lot of safety paperwork and insurances.

· Bunting can be used in many ways but the safest and easiest way is from lamppost to lamppost (bunting only), and you should make sure that it’s above head, and high enough that it can’t be pulled down. Fix by tying together or with cable ties, and please make sure that somebody is holding the step ladder at all times when you put these up. Your bunting should ideally run down each side of the street but not across the street (as it would need to be over 4.5m off the ground).

· For a small street party, no alcohol licenses are required (but you are not allowed to sell alcohol).
Ideas For Your Street Party
· [bookmark: _Hlk194069130]Plan a fixed time where everyone can eat together – this could be a buffet, bring-your-own-picnic or tea and cakes
· Hold a street quiz
· Music for some of the day, ideally live acoustic, not too loud, late or long
· Decorate the street e.g. with bunting – up early to get things started
· Soft areas to sit – e.g. a lounge area with carpet for toddlers and seats for older residents
· Focus activities together over a short time and in middle of street
· Games for all ages 
· SwapShop Table & Kit to exchange things, help and ideas

More ideas:
· Cake/biscuit/pudding competition
· Guess-my-house-number game, or wear labels with name and house
· Tug of war, skittles, swing ball, hopscotch 
· Cycle/scooter course, football, basketball
· Full Street Games competitions for all ages
· Raffle to raise money for your street party
· Stories or photos of people from years ago in the street
· Best front garden or decorated front of houses
· Chalk drawing on tarmac – it brushes or washes off easily
· Greener waste free event
· Survey or petition on local issue
We do recommend that you insure your event. Although we don’t insist on this, we recommend you think about it. If you do decide to insure the street party, you could try a specialist insurance company.
Template plan for the day
· Council delivers road closures at 9am
· Layout tables chairs and games from 9am
· Put up your bunting 10am
· Ask neighbours to remove cars by 11am
· Hold lunch at 2pm to bring everyone together
· Have your tea party at 5pm
· Finish by a time when you would not keep other neighbours awake - consider packing down at 8pm
· Council removes road closures at 9pm.
Planning and meetings
Start by asking a couple of neighbours you know whether they are keen. 
Invite the whole street to a meeting, ideally in the street as it is more welcoming. Or try different houses to meet. 2-3 more meetings might be needed to chat and plan.
Someone could take notes of who is doing what and arrange invitations to all houses. Keep meetings informal and share out the activities and jobs – don’t let any one person take the bulk of the work, the more people sharing organisation the better.
No need for a formal ‘committee’ or ‘minutes of meetings’.
Involving everyone
Inviting people face to face is a must to get people involved. You need to send out paper invitations to all residences on your street – this may be needed to show your council that you have ‘consulted’ everyone.
Most street parties are for residents only and there is no outside ‘publicity’ (that would make it a public event).
Most neighbours will normally join in as it is right outside their door.
[bookmark: _Hlk194069290]Here are some tips to make everyone feel welcome, including those who may not be active in the community:
· Get someone who knows them to invite them face to face
· Assure them that your street party is for all ages
· Put out chairs to sit on
· Invite everyone to share their food and drinks so everyone can contribute
· Have a quiz or display photos about the history of the street or neighbourhood
· Play music they like or ask them if they’d like to get involved in an activity
Encourage teenagers to get involved by giving them jobs to do – manage the music, host physical games etc.
Invite everyone in writing as social media, what’s app and emails will only reach some people.
But you will not be able to suit everyone – as long as you invite everyone, respect differences and don’t seriously inconvenience anyone, you should be able to have a smooth-running event.
If you need any help with planning your event please reach out to us via email: events@camden.gov.uk
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