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Past experience shows that, while it is possible to study a Group 4 science subject at SL without a background in science, 

previous studies of science are extremely beneficial. Students are encouraged to carefully consider their choice of subjects 

and select a science that aligns closely with their strongest skills and interests. A student’s approach to learning, characterized 

by the IBDP learner profile attributes, will be significant here. 



 

 

 



Physics SL/HL 
 

 

Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, aiming to unravel the mysteries of the universe—from the 

tiniest building blocks of matter, such as quarks, to the vast expanses between galaxies. Classical physics, founded on the 

great pillars of Newtonian mechanics, electromagnetism, and thermodynamics, has shaped our understanding of the natural 

world, introducing the concept of a predictable and deterministic universe. Today, modern physics pushes the boundaries 

even further, exploring fascinating fields such as particle physics, nuclear physics, quantum mechanics, and relativity—

revealing a universe that is both intricate and awe-inspiring. 
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