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8 September 2025, London, UK: London Design Festival today announces the winners
of the 2025 London Design Medals.

London Design Medal: Michael Anastassiades OBE
Lifetime Achievement Medal: Lord Norman Foster

Design Innovation Medal: Sinéad Burke

Emerging Design Medal: Rio Kobayashi

Each year, London Design Festival recognises the contribution made by leading design
figures and emerging talents to London and the industry with four London Design
Medals awarded: The London Design Medal, Design Innovation Medal, Emerging Design
Medal and Lifetime Achievement Medal.

A panel of established designers, industry commentators and previous winners meet to
debate and judge the possible recipients of the four Medals. This year’s jury members
included: Ozwald Boateng OBE, Es Devlin CBE, Ben Evans CBE, Tristram Hunt,
Yinka llori MBE, Suhair Khan, Jay Osgerby OBE, Ben Parker, Dr Rathna
Ramanathan, Alice Rawsthorn OBE, Jemma Read CBE, Raoul Shah, Wai Shin Li,
Justine Simons OBE and Jane Withers.

The 2025 medal recipients demonstrate exceptional excellence across diverse creative
disciplines including masterful product and lighting design, architectural innovation,
accessibility advocacy and emerging contemporary craft.

The Festival is delighted to announce Automotive Partner Lotus as Sponsor of the
London Design Medal, and to continue the Festival’'s long-standing partnership with
Fortnum & Mason as the Supporting Partner of the London Design Medals 2025. The
winners will receive their Medals at an awards ceremony on the evening of Monday 15
September 2025 at V&A East Storehouse.

V&A East Storehouse is a working museum store that is open for visitors to explore. The
building has been designed to get closer to objects in the V&A collection and the
behind-the-scenes work of the museum. Each of the medal award winners has selected
an object from the collection which will be available to view on the evening of the
ceremony.

Ben Evans CBE, London Design Festival Director, said: “This year's medal recipients
represent the breadth of contemporary design excellence. From Michael Anastassiades'
approach to lighting that has redefined spatial experiences, to Lord Norman Foster's
architectural legacy spanning over six decades, Sinéad Burke's vital work making design
truly accessible for all, and Rio Kobayashi's innovative craft practice that bridges
tradition with contemporary vision. These designers exemplify how creativity can
transform our world.”



The 2025 winners are as follows:

Michael Anastassiades OBE
London Design Medal
Supported by Lotus

The London Design Medal, is the highest accolade bestowed upon an individual who
has distinguished themselves within the industry and demonstrated consistent design
excellence.

Michael Anastassiades is a Cypriot-born British designer based in London. He initially
trained as a civil engineer at Imperial College, before undertaking a Master’s degree in
Industrial Design at the Royal College of Art. He founded his studio in 1994, followed by
his eponymous brand in 2007.

His studio works across lighting, furniture, objects and spatial design. He has designed
products for manufacturers, produced signature limited edition collections, and has
presented solo exhibitions at galleries and museums worldwide.

In 2015, Anastassiades received the Royal Designer for Industry award from the Royal
Society of Arts in recognition of outstanding contribution to lighting design. He has gone
on to win several awards, including the ADI Compasso d’Oro in 2020. In 2024, he
received an OBE from King Charles Il for services to design.

Michael Anastassiades, said: “"It’s a great honour to feel at home and be acknowledged
about a dream that you never knew was going to work out..”

Lord Norman Foster
Lifetime Achievement Medal
Supported by Fortnum & Mason

Lifetime Achievement Medal, honours an individual who has made significant and
fundamental contributions to the design industry over their career.

Norman Foster is Founder and Executive Chairman of Foster + Partners, a global studio
for architecture, urbanism and design, rooted in sustainability. Over more than five
decades, the practice has pioneered a sustainable approach to architecture and
urbanism through a wide range of work, from masterplans to offices, cultural buildings,
airports and industrial design.

Lord Foster has established an international reputation with projects as diverse as the
New German Parliament in the Reichstag in Berlin, 30 St Mary Axe, popularly known as
the Gherkin, Chek Lap Kok International Airport and the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank
in Hong Kong, Commerzbank Headquarters in Frankfurt, Willis Faber & Dumas Head
Office in Ipswich, the Millennium Bridge in London and the Sainsbury Centre for Visual
Arts in Norwich.



He has been awarded architecture’s highest accolades, including the Pritzker
Architecture Prize, the Praemium Imperiale Award for Architecture in Japan, the RIBA
Royal Gold medal and the AIA Gold medal. He is president of the Norman Foster
Foundation, based in Madrid. He was appointed to the Order of Merit in 1997 and in
1999 he was honoured with a Life Peerage, becoming Lord Foster of Thames Bank OM.

Norman Foster, said: “I am deeply honoured to receive this special award. Since my early
childhood, design has been an integral part of my life and. | feel extremely privileged to
have indulged in this passion every day of my life since.”

Sinéad Burke
Design Innovation Medal

Design Innovation Medal, celebrates entrepreneurship in all its forms, both locally and
internationally. It honours an individual for whom design lies at the core of their
development and success.

Sinéad Burke's life and work has been framed by her drive to make the world more
accessible for all disabled and otherwise marginalised people. Sinéad is a little person
with Acondraplasia, and her experience training as a teacher revealed how spaces are
rarely accessible for disabled people seeking employment and success.

A blog series about lack of representation in fashion led to opportunities to challenge
people in power about adaptive fashion and accessible systems. Burke has spoken to
leaders across the world including at the World Economic Forum, the UN, the White
House, TEDNY, and many more to make the case for including disabled people in every
room where decisions are made.

In 2020, Burke founded the strategic consultancy 'Tilting the Lens' to build an
accessible and fairer world. Along with her majority-disabled team, they create
accessible public spaces and advise on recruitment, workflows, and culture changes,
working with clients on 4 continents including Chanel, Gucci, Microsoft, NASA, and the
Victoria & Albert Museum.

Burke has held honorary positions on the Irish Council of State, the Irish Future of Media
Commission, chairs the ITV Cultural Advisory Council, Gucci’s Global Equity Board, and
is a Contributing Editor at British Vogue. She has also worked with partners to create
better pipelines for disabled creatives, this includes fully funded scholarships for
disabled designers to train at Parsons School of Design in New York, and for disabled
writers in Film & TV with the National Talent Academy in Ireland.

Sinéad Burke, said: “It is a privilege to receive the Design Innovation Award. As a
majority Disabled team, we’ve seen few places acknowledge the innovation and
intellectual property of lived experience. At Tilting the Lens, our design practice is rooted
in co-designing with communities that have historically been designed for. Our co-design
and human-centered design framework means that Disabled people are central to the
design process, allowing us to collectively improve and transform systems. Our focus is
for design innovation to be multi-modal, to move beyond compliance, and to create the



conditions for Disabled people to be successful.”

Rio Kobayashi
Emerging Design Medal

Emerging Design Medal, recognises an individual or practice that has made a recent
impact on the design scene and has an emerging practice showing design promise.

Rio Kobayashi is a London-based designer and maker. Born in Japan into a multicultural
family of artisans, he trained as a furniture maker in Austria before apprenticing with
workshops across Europe. In 2017, he established his East London studio, where he
creates furniture, interiors, and sculptural objects shaped by material, form, and
narrative.

Rooted in craft traditions and shaped by contemporary influences, his pieces often carry
subtle colour and detail. Over the past decade, he has developed a refreshing body of
work in a class by itself. Playful at heart, Kobayashi approaches fine craftsmanship with
a crisp twist of humour. He experiments expansively with fabrication techniques based
on solid knowledge in materials.

His work has been exhibited internationally, including at the London Design Festival,
Milan Design Week, Design Miami, the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Design Museum in
London, and in galleries across Europe and the United States. Kobayashi has
collaborated with global brands, and his practice has been widely featured in
international publications. His work is held in both private collections and in the San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art.

Rio Kobayashi, said: “I am truly honoured to receive this recognition from the design
community, alongside inspirational figures who have forged new paths of creativity for
the future.”
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ABOUT LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL

Established in 2003 by Sir John Sorrell CBE and Ben Evans CBE, London Design Fest-


https://londondesign.egnyte.com/fl/QtMPPvkWXtKJ

ival celebrates and promotes London as the design capital of the world.

London Design Festival has since earned the reputation as a key calendar moment of
London’s autumn creative season, alongside London Fashion Week, Frieze Art Fair and
the London Film Festival, attracting the greatest thinkers, practitioners, retailers and
educators to the capital, in a citywide celebration.

#LDF25
Website: londondesignfestival.com
Instagram: L_D_F_official

ABOUT LOTUS

Lotus is a global performance brand built on solid foundations and a rich heritage. Since
the formation of Lotus in 1948, it has been pioneering true automotive innovation,
introducing cutting-edge technologies and designs to meet its uncompromising vision of
how a car should look, perform and feel. Lotus Group is made up of a high-performance
sports car business, Lotus Cars, and an all-electric luxury mobility provider, Lotus
Technology. Together, they are setting a new standard for automotive excellence.

ABOUT FORTNUM & MASON

Fortnum & Mason is essential for anyone seeking extraordinary food, joy-giving gifts,
unforgettable experiences, and exceptional service. First founded in London in 1707,
after Queen Anne permitted her footman William Fortnum to sell discarded candles from
St James’s Palace, Fortnum’s has forged a close relationship with the British Royal
household ever since. Fortnum & Mason holds two Royal Warrants, one from His
Majesty The King and one from Her Majesty The Queen.

A London retail institution and pioneer in the hospitality sector, innovation has always
been a central pillar at Fortnum’s. From inventing the Scotch Egg and providing supplies
to the 1922 Everest expedition to beekeeping in Piccadilly’s rooftop hives and launching

the Food & Drink Awards to celebrate people and talent, Fortnum’s has been a trusted
disruptor and authority in the food & drink space, at home and internationally, from the
very beginning.

Proud of its storied past and innovation, Forthum’s mission remains to make joy for
every customer, whether they’'re shopping in-store or from around the world at the
award-winning www.fortnumandmason.com. Follow Forthum’s on Instagram and
Facebook (@fortnums)
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