
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

AFA Animal Institute, Presented by Merck Animal 
Health, Expands What’s Possible for Future Industry 
Leaders 
 
Kansas City, MO — April 12-14, 2026 — Agriculture Future of America (AFA) 
Animal Institute, presented by Merck Animal Health, brought together over 
100 college students from across the country for an immersive, career-
shaping experience in the animal agriculture industry. During their time in 
the animal health corridor, students engaged in career roundtables, industry 
tours at leading animal agriculture organizations and intentional networking 
with industry changemakers. 
 
"AFA Animal Institute opened my eyes to the possibilities within the animal 
industry, " said Sofia Hernandez, AFA Student Advisory Team member and 
student host of the experience. " As a Pre-Vet student, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to better understand where I hope to fit into the industry in the 
future." 
 
As the first presenting partner, Merck Animal Health elevated the AFA Leader 
Institute experience, creating more opportunities for students to connect, 
explore and envision their future in animal agriculture. Employees joined the 
students to share insight into the people, innovations and challenges shaping 
the industry today. 
 
"The future of animal agriculture depends on bold leaders and we are proud 
to partner with AFA to provide opportunities to elevate their college 
expereince," said Scott Bormann, Senior Vice President, North America at 
Merck Animal Health. 
 
The AFA Animal Institute continues to serve as a launchpad, where students 
don’t just learn about the industry. They experience it, build their network and 
take the next step towards shaping their career. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

 
 
 
About Merck Animal Health   
At Merck, known as MSD outside of the United States and Canada, we are 
unified around our purpose: We use the power of leading-edge science to 
save and improve lives around the world. For more than a century, we’ve been 
at the forefront of research, bringing forward medicines, vaccines and 
innovative health solutions for the world’s most challenging diseases. Merck 
Animal Health, a division of Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA, is the global 
animal health business of Merck. Through its commitment to The Science of 
Healthier Animals®, Merck Animal Health offers veterinarians, farmers, 
producers, pet owners and governments one of the widest ranges of 
veterinary pharmaceuticals, vaccines and health management solutions and 
services as well as an extensive suite of connected technology that includes 
identification, traceability and monitoring products. Merck Animal Health is 
dedicated to preserving and improving the health, well-being and 
performance of animals and the people who care for them. It invests 
extensively in dynamic and comprehensive R&D resources and a modern, 
global supply chain. Merck Animal Health is present in more than 50 
countries, while its products are available in some 150 markets. For more 
information, visit www.merck-animal-health.com and connect with us on 
LinkedIn, Facebook, X (formerly Twitter) and Instagram.   
 
About Agriculture Future of America (AFA) 
AFA builds bridges for young leaders to foster engagement and innovation in 
food and agriculture through premier leader and career development 
experiences. With program participation increasing 28% in the last five years, 
AFA has provided 26,000 leader development experiences to college leaders 
and young professionals from more than 200 colleges and universities 
throughout 43 states since its inception in 1996. AFA has awarded more than 
$11.5 million in academic and leader development scholarships. For more 
information about AFA, visit agfuture.org. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.merck-animal-health.com%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2CzEfbv0DdPkHxN0QXQ9g9NeHlj6uMVvJ0H1GhLJxJX2Eg4zXwp1sfBTiQxyqZLLQBR2bLt6RuldUz2HTxrQunVX0RDMyx9PESi0Tj90hPUg%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Csavannah.peterson%40agfuture.org%7C1406e2e2eae94694853308de9731477a%7C89a43934963e4ba3b3072fce9467887f%7C0%7C0%7C639114435116308464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HD2wbLfGbf5DOKlYQfO9hT4UJLBY0ms1xOC4I3ooRqo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fshowcase%2Fmerck-animal-health%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csavannah.peterson%40agfuture.org%7C1406e2e2eae94694853308de9731477a%7C89a43934963e4ba3b3072fce9467887f%7C0%7C0%7C639114435116344727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0dCIooXLA7mQHhDRsWoqg0ZHWj45zhzJJJ9GrUWWeEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmerckanimalhealth&data=05%7C02%7Csavannah.peterson%40agfuture.org%7C1406e2e2eae94694853308de9731477a%7C89a43934963e4ba3b3072fce9467887f%7C0%7C0%7C639114435116378558%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kN8DXbYYG5zmXimkgqCet%2B3A3HMkCjZE3dFkqIptUKM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMerckAH&data=05%7C02%7Csavannah.peterson%40agfuture.org%7C1406e2e2eae94694853308de9731477a%7C89a43934963e4ba3b3072fce9467887f%7C0%7C0%7C639114435116407237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orTdXaxlsUXlKhPHh0xF8hhdEmTsaFJJe5Sb41%2F8MVk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmerckanimalhealth%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csavannah.peterson%40agfuture.org%7C1406e2e2eae94694853308de9731477a%7C89a43934963e4ba3b3072fce9467887f%7C0%7C0%7C639114435116430559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xIuoa7sYTvB2tVQyLcc8UowR1HuCc6jy4ZPQg9PWZqg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.agfuture.org/

