
The Louisiana State  
Board of Medical Examiners 

RESPIRATORY CARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 
____ 

December 6, 2021 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 

A meeting of the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners Respiratory Care Advisory Committee, 
pursuant to lawful notice, was duly convened and called to order at 10:00 a.m., December 6, 2021, via 
Zoom virtual video.   

Members present were as follows: 

Ken Alexander 
Sheila Guidry 
Diana Merendino 
Michael Nolan 
Raymond Pisani 
Brett Stafford 

  Members absent: 

Elizabeth Hamilton 

No Public Comments 

1. General Administrative Matters; Public comments; Raymond Pisani advised the 
public that any comments can be emailed to publiccomment@lsbme.la.gov. Mr. Pisani 
verified the identity of all videoconference participants, and he ensured the meeting 
was clear and audible to the public and those on the tele- and videoconference. 
Old Business

2. Minutes of August 16, 2021; On the motion of Ken Alexander, duly seconded by Brett 
Stafford, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the minutes of August 16, 2021, 
Respiratory Therapy Advisory committee were approved with changes on page 3.

3. CE Broker; Dr. Culotta reported that CE Broker is up and running for RTs. We currently have 69%
Of the practitioners of CE Broker. Reminders were sent out by LSBME, Raymond will send out 
information to the current LSRC president for distribution to their members. If not completed, 
therefore unable to renew, there will be a fine assessed for the delay.

mailto:publiccomment@lsbme.la.gov


4. RTs Questions; Individuals assisting the RES from federal resources are here in Louisiana. Dr. 
Culotta is working on a process for getting these individuals licensed quickly. Dr. Culotta was 
informed by K. Alexander since Federal staff is going away, this is a very low priority.

5. Meeting Dates; Dr. Van suggested that 2022 meeting dates are confirmed as soon as possible and 
preferably approximately two weeks after LSBME board meetings.

6. Follow-up; Revisions to RT rules and regulations:  LSBME Executive Director, Dr. Vincent 
Culotta, reported that we are still in the work queue, and he hopes this process is 
completed soon. No further action was needed or taken on this matter.

NEW BUSINESS 

7. Licensing Supervisor Report:  Phyllis Johnson – Introductions of Ms. Jozette Stamps as 
the new RT licensing analyst. Phyllis reported that there was some of a backlog, 
however, they are making the RTs a priority. Diana Merendino explained with the 
summer return of COVID and Governor’s mandates and Hurricane Ida that shut the city 
of New Orleans down that was to be expected. No further action was needed or taken on 
this matter.

8. Licensing Analyst Report:  There is no report at this time.

9. Covid Pandemic Status re: Licensure: Dr. Culotta reported that the state is still under the 
Governor’s emergency order. When the Governor removes this order, there will be no more 
issuance of temporary permit extensions. Those existing temporary permits will have 90 days to 
convert the permit to a license. No further action was needed or taken on this matter.

10. Committee Appointments: Ken Alexander is retiring from the LHA (January 14, 2022) and a 
replacement will be needed for his position. There are still two positions that need to be filled. 
Brief discussion for possible replacements for ken; ken will get with colleagues with LHA and Diana 
Merendino both will send Chair recommendations. Committee thanked Ken for his dedicated 
service to this committee and the profession.

11. Committee Pre Diem Request; Raymond Pisani inquired if RCAC zoom meeting allowed for Per 
Diem reimbursement. Dr. Culotta stated that the committee need to fill out the 
reimbursement form. No further action was needed or taken on this matter.

12. RT Shortage and staffing assistance; Ken Alexander asked about the RT workforce in Louisiana. 
While pay has been increased for both nursing and RTs there is still an extreme shortage. Ken 
stated the staffing assistance that has been provided by LDH may be good through the end of 
December at the earliest and possibly the end of January 2022 at the latest. No further action was 
needed or taken on this matter.



13. Awards; Sheila Guidry congratulated Diana Merendino for receiving the AARC Bill Lamb Award
given annually for RTs that have given back to the community.

No Public Comment

14. Executive Session; Minutes of August 16, 2021, of Respiratory therapy advisory committee
meeting.  On the motion of Ken Alexander, duly seconded by Sheila Guidry the RTAC voted
unanimously to accept the minutes of the August 16, 2021 RTAC meeting.




