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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 

Greetings to all, and best wishes for a Happy 2021.  After the many challenges of 2020, I 

feel hopeful that better times are ahead for us all.  

 

In spite of the operational difficulties of 2020, the board has accomplished many of its goals 

and continued to move forward on a number of fronts.  Although we have been holding our 

public meetings via zoom, we currently have 8 sets of rules revisions awaiting the final 

report from the Occupational Licensing Review Commission, the final step before rule adoption. 

 

The implementation of our new electronic education tracker (CE Broker) is well on the way.  More 

information on CE Broker enrollment is described on page 2 of this newsletter. 

 

As instructed by the Louisiana legislature, the board is moving ahead with the process of joining the 

interstate medical licensure compact.  This is a system in which various states have made an agreement 

to streamline the licensing process for physicians who wish to be licensed in multiple locations. 

Physicians who are eligible can qualify to practice medicine in multiple states by completing just one 

application within the Compact, receiving separate licenses from each state in which they intend to 

practice.  

 

As a result of the passage of Act 200 in the most recent session of the Louisiana legislature, the board is 

creating accelerated licensing procedures for members of the military, their spouses and dependents 

who move here and are seeking licensure in a profession regulated by the LSBME.  This also holds true 

for civilian members of the Department of Defense when they are stationed here in Louisiana. 

 

And finally, we are nearing the completion of a many-months-long renovation of our building exterior.  

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has meant that fewer of you have visited the building, we know that 

phone conversations and zoom meetings have frequently been affected by the construction noises and 

the occasional dislocation of our staff.  We are grateful that is almost finished. 

 

We wish health, happiness and the ability to meet safely in person to all the members of our 

community. ◼ 

 

Best regards, and stay well, 

 

 

 

Vincent A. Culotta, Jr., MD 
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Electronic Education Tracker 
 
The LSBME has begun the implementation of our new electronic education tracker as of November 2020.  

Once fully implemented, the system will keep track of the CME or CE of most of our licensee groups.  

Licensees can check their accounts to see if they have completed the required number of hours and 

types of CE as their yearly renewal approaches.  We instituted this system both in an effort to assist our 

licensees with this important tracking and to conform to auditing requirements as per the State Auditor 

of Louisiana. 

 

All licensees (with the exception of Physician Assistants and Acupuncturists, whose continuing education 

requirements are regulated by their national certification organizations) must enroll in the new system.  

To enroll in the basic, no cost account, licensees should got to https://cebroker.com/la/account/basic 

and enter their license number exactly as it appears on the license, including any leading 0s or periods.  

No charge is required; licensees should ignore any boxes that say “7-day trial” and proceed. Those who 

wish to pay for a higher level of service may do so but this is not required.   

 

For those who have difficulty enrolling in the system, or in uploading CE or CME, contact CE Broker 

support via phone at 877-434-6323 or via email at support@cebroker.com . This is a transition period so 

there are wait times; please be patient. ◼ 

 

 

CDSCME reminder for physicians and other prescribers  
 
If you are renewing your license for the first time, and have a CDS permit from the Board of Pharmacy, you must 
take a minimum of 3 hours of board approved CME that must include the following topics:  Best practices for 
Prescribing CDS, Anti-diversion Training, Treatment of Chronic Pain, and Appropriate Treatment for Addiction. For 
the most recent list of pre-approved courses, go to: http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/board-approved-cme-

courses-cds-requirements. This is a one-time requirement; if you have completed a board approved CDSCME 
activity in the past, you do not need to do so again. 
 

If you do NOT prescribe CDS you may fill out an exemption request form, which can be accessed here.  If you have 
filled out an exemption form in the past and are still exempt, please be aware that you will be asked to reaffirm 
your continued exempt status when you renew online. 
 

 

 
 

Safety-sensitive, Revisited 
 

   
 

In 2015, our February newsletter featured an article entitled, “Looking Downstream, Being Safety 

Sensitive” in which we reminded our prescribers of the necessity, when prescribing pain medications, to 

counsel patients on when and how to use them in terms of operating vehicles.  The national transportation 

safety board reminds us that this continues to be very important.  Health care providers should routinely 

discuss with patients the effect the patients’ medical conditions and medication use may have on their 

ability to safely operate a vehicle in any mode of transportation. We encourage our prescribing licensees 

to discuss with patients the effect the patients’ diagnosed medical conditions and/or recommended drugs 

may have on their ability to safely operate a vehicle in any capacity, whether they are operating a plane, a 

car, a forklift or any other vehicle in the course of their work or leisure time.   

 

https://cebroker.com/la/account/basic
mailto:support@cebroker.com
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/board-approved-cme-courses-cds-requirements
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/board-approved-cme-courses-cds-requirements
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Licensure/CDS%20CME/Request%20for%20Exemption%20from%20CMEs%20for%20CDS%2012%204%202018.pdf


 

3 
 

Volume 32 Number 1                                     January 2021 

RULEMAKING SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
 

 

The following rules were noticed since the publication of the July 2020 Newsletter 

 

All of these rules have been noticed for intent to adopt and are undergoing the rulemaking process.  They 

have had initial approval by the Board and the Occupational Licensing Review Commission (OLRC) but are 

subject to change after public hearings and further review by the Louisiana Legislature and the OLRC.  

 

For more detail and the most up to date information on the status of each rule, go to: 

http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/regulatory-progress-rule-making-and-regulatory-changes 

 

Complaints and Investigations; Guidelines for Determining Whether to Issue Public or Non-

Public Actions and Complaint Disposition Guidelines 

Chapter 46:XLV. 9714, 9716 

In conformity with recommendations of the LLA, the Board directed the development of: (i) criteria for 

determining whether to issue public or nonpublic actions; and (ii) guidance to provide a frame work to 

guide future disciplinary dispositions.   

 

 

International Medical Graduates Qualifications and Applications for Licensure 

2020-2 Chapter 46:XLV.323, 361 & 363  

The Board has been asked to conform the requirements for postgraduate training (PGY) for international 

medical graduates (IMGs) with those applicable to US graduates, provided the applicant graduated from 

an approved medical school. Currently, IMGs are required to complete three years of PGY training in an 

accredited medical residency training program prior to licensure eligibility. U.S. medical school graduates 

are required to complete 2 years of PGY accredited training or one (1) year with a commitment from the 

program for PGY-2 training with demonstration of completion of PGY-2 training as a condition to licensure 

renewal. The board proposes to amend its rules governing licensure of foreign medical graduates, by 

adding additional language to a subsection (§323A.4), involving an alternative method for licensure for 

international medical graduates, and by repealing other subsections (§§361.G and 363.B).   

 

Podiatrists; Requirements and Qualifications for Licensure, Scope of Practice 

Chapter 46:XLV.1307 

Noting that a uniform podiatry 3 year postgraduate training program was implemented throughout all 

podiatry schools in 2013, the Board’s Podiatry Advisory Committee has suggested a change in the current 

rules (1307G) to provide that licensed advanced practice podiatrists with 2 or more years of postgraduate 

training may independently perform a complete history and physical (H&P) on patients for the purpose of 

preoperative evaluation before a podiatric procedure.  

 

Physicians; Continuing Medical Education 

2020-4 Chapter 46:XLV.433-449  

The Board has determined to amend its continuing medical education (CME) rules for all categories of 

licensees to utilize an electronic reporting service for tracking and reporting CME hours. Rather than 

capturing CME by a sampling of licensees (3%) by subsequent audit, all licensees (100%) will have their 

CME tracked and reported to the Board electronically by way of an electronic reporting service (CE 

broker). Notices will be sent at periodic intervals of the number of CME hours completed/required. A 

licensee who does not satisfy the annual CME requirement will be ineligible for licensure renewal.  

 

Rules of Adjudication; Assessment of Costs and Fees 

Chapter 46:XLV.9935  

The Board proposes to amend its rules governing adjudication, by inserting a new section (§9935), 

dealing with the assessment of costs and fines, which may be imposed in board proceedings. 

 

  

http://www.lsbme.la.gov/content/regulatory-progress-rule-making-and-regulatory-changes
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Medical Professions; Restricted Temporary Permits; Emergency Temporary Permit 

Chapter 46:XLV.402D, 412H and L 

Pursuant to Emergency Declaration, adopted at an emergency meeting held on March 30, 2020, the Board 

exercised the emergency provision of the APA and amended, for a limited time, its existing rules (402D and 

412H) and adopted a new subsection (412L) to provide for emergency temporary permits for formerly 

licensed Louisiana physicians and allied health care practitioners during the declared public health 

emergency.  The proposed rule intends to make this change permanent.    

 

Rules of Procedure; Petitions for Rulemaking 

Chapter 46:XLV.9301 

This rule provides the procedures for requesting and consideration of the adoption, amendment, or repeal 

of a board rule. 

 

Physician Licensure and Certification 

Chapter 46:XLV.315, 415 and 417 

The proposed amendments to §315.A expand the existing discretionary waiver of certain license 

requirements for applicants appointed to a full-time position by a medical school or college, at a rank of 

assistant professor or above, to an applicant who would be a full-time employee of an academic medical 

center whose duties and responsibilities are devoted primarily to training residents and fellows and other 

academic endeavors within post-graduate medical education. As with medical school professors, the 

proposed amendments would limit the applicant’s practice to the academic medical center, as defined in 

§315.B, for which he or she has been approved by the board and affiliated hospitals and clinics of such 

center within the same geographic area of the state. As is the case under the existing rules (§327), the 

proposed amendments would be available to medical educators who graduated from either U.S. or 

international medical schools and the waiver of qualifications would expire upon termination of the 

appointment (§415.B). The proposed changes to §417.B are intended to conform the rules governing 

notification of license renewal to current agency practices (electronic notification), which resulted from the 

board’s transition from sending out paper license renewals to electronic renewals and courtesy notices 

over the past several years.  

 

For information on new and updated rules published in the 2020 Louisiana Register, see 

https://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/reg/regs2020.aspx  ◼ 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Board Welcomes New Executive Counsel 
 
The LSBME welcomes Patricia H. Wilton as our new Executive Counsel.  Ms. Wilton received her law 

degree in 1986 from Louisiana State University and has more than 30 years of defense litigation 

experience. After serving over 20 years in the private sector, she joined the Louisiana Attorney General’s 

Office in 2005.  In the Attorney General’s Office she worked in the Litigation and Civil Divisions as an 

Assistant Attorney General, a Section Chief, and a Deputy Director.  While serving in these positions, she 

developed extensive expertise in advising and representing the State and its departments, agencies, 

boards, commissions, and employees.  
 

 
  
  Questions/Comments?  Something you’d like to see in the Newsletter?  Email: Education@lsbme.la.gov  

https://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/reg/regs2020.aspx
mailto:Education@lsbme.la.gov
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Reminders from the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) 
 

According to the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy (LBOP), it appears that many of our prescribers are 

unaware of the laws pertaining to mandated use of the PMP by prescribers of opioids. Act 76 of the 2017 

Louisiana legislative session requires that prescribers check the prescription monitoring program (PMP) 

before prescribing opioids, with a few exceptions. The Board of Pharmacy refers to the LSBME the names 

of physicians who may not be checking the PMP appropriately, and we in turn will contact you if you are in 

violation of the law and the board’s rules. 

 

Please be reminded of the following: 

  

The PMP must be checked before prescribing opioids to a patient for the first time, and the 

prescriber must review the patient’s record in the PMP at least every ninety days if the patient’s course of 

treatment continues for longer than ninety days. 

 

Documentation is very important.   Document that you have checked the patient’s record, what you 

found, and why you have made whatever decision you made based on what you found. Also, if a staff 

member in your practice will be check the PMP for you, that person must be a registered delegate with the 

Board of pharmacy given permission to check the PMP on your behalf.  

 

Exceptions to the PMP requirement 

 

PMP review is not required if: 

 

a) the drug is prescribed to a hospice or terminally ill patient. 

b) the drug is prescribed for treatment of cancer-related chronic or intractable pain. 

c) the drug is ordered/administered to a patient treated in a hospital.  Please note: before writing a 

prescription for opioids that will be filled on an outpatient basis, the prescriber must check the PMP. 

d) the PMP is temporarily inaccessible.  This must be corrected later; a search must be performed and 

the results documented in the patient record. 

e) No more than a single 7-day supply is prescribed.  To clarify:  a prescriber who writes more than 

one, or subsequent prescriptions for a 7-day supply must review the patient’s record in the PMP. 

 

The LSBME would like to remind prescribers that it is also considered best practice to check the PMP 

before prescribing other controlled dangerous substances (CDS), not just opioids. Prescribers should also 

be aware that Tramadol is considered an opioid. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

You are responsible for updating your contact information 
 

All licensees should be aware that if you change your address or your email address, it is YOUR responsibility to log on 
to the LaMED dashboard at https://online.lasbme.org/#/ and make the change to your record.  (You can also go to 
the home page at www.lsbme.la.gov, click For the Practitioner > LaMED Dashboard.) Board staff cannot do this for 
you.  To make sure that emails and communication by regular mail are reaching you, please make a point of changing 
your contact information as necessary.   

 

 
  

https://online.lasbme.org/#/
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/
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The following is a communication from the Louisiana Tumor Registry.  Please respond promptly to the survey if it is 
relevant to your practice.   

 

Cancer Reporting in Louisiana – Do you diagnose or treat cancer patients?  
 

The Louisiana Tumor Registry (LTR) is mandated by law to collect data on all cancer cases diagnosed 

and/or treated in Louisiana. The legislation that established the LTR (R.S. 40:1105.1 et seq.) specifies that 

any health care facility or provider diagnosing or treating cancer patients shall report each case of cancer 

to the registry. As a public health authority, the LTR is exempt from HIPAA patient consent rules. 

 

Complete cancer reporting is critical for the LTR to provide accurate cancer incidence data to guide cancer 

control programs and support cancer research. To achieve the goal of complete cancer reporting, we need 

your partnership. 

If you diagnose and/or treat cancer patients and have never reported your cancer data to the LTR, please 

complete the following survey: Physician Information Survey. It will take less than 5 minutes of your time. 

 

We sincerely appreciate your support of the LTR. Together, we can ensure complete cancer reporting, and 

ultimately, reduce the burden of cancer in Louisiana. 

 

More information about cancer reporting is available on the LTR website: http://sph.lsuhsc.edu/cancer-

reporting.  

If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Maniscalco, MPH, Registry Liaison, at (504) 568-5890 or 

lspiza@lsuhsc.edu.  

Interested in cancer statistics in Louisiana? Please review the following cancer data resources from the 

LTR: 

- Louisiana Cancer Data Visualization 

- Cancer One Pagers 

- Annual Reports 

o Cancer in Louisiana, Volume 35 

o Cancer Incidence in Louisiana by Census Tract, 2007-2016 

For data not found in the above sources, please submit your data request online: LTR Data Request Form. 

 

 

 
 
 

Temporary Permits 

 
For an orderly transition and continuity of care for Louisiana citizens, the LSBME will extend the duration 

of all temporary permits issued during the COVID-19 public health emergency until 90 days after the 

termination of the declared health care emergency, whenever that is determined by the governor or the 

judicial branch of the state of Louisiana. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS. Information on disciplinary actions may be found on the 
board’s website at http://www.lsbme.la.gov.  A summary of Board Orders, Consent Decrees 
and Reprimands for the past 10 years and related documents may be found by selecting 
Disciplinary Actions on the home page. 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iTYGNNSCiU6jKBq3nMWNnUHZqinSmHdOoenUil96lhRUN1RKQVRENDVMMkpZSjJBUDBFUk5ITVFHNy4u
http://sph.lsuhsc.edu/cancer-reporting
http://sph.lsuhsc.edu/cancer-reporting
mailto:lspiza@lsuhsc.edu
https://sph.lsuhsc.edu/louisiana-tumor-registry/data-usestatistics/louisiana-cancer-data-visualization-dashboard/
https://sph.lsuhsc.edu/louisiana-tumor-registry/data-usestatistics/cancer-one-pagers/
https://sph.lsuhsc.edu/louisiana-tumor-registry/data-usestatistics/monographs-publications/current-monograph/
https://sph.lsuhsc.edu/louisiana-tumor-registry/data-usestatistics/monographs-publications/cancer-incidence-in-louisiana-by-census-tract-2020/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iTYGNNSCiU6jKBq3nMWNnUHZqinSmHdOoenUil96lhRUMUlVUE5NWUpRMVg5V0FaRVJIT0hGWjJRVy4u
https://apps.lsbme.la.gov/disciplinary/actionsDetail.aspx
http://www.lsbme.la.gov/

