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The adminigtration of influenza, pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, or other vaccines condtitutes the
practice of medicine, as defined by Louisanalaw, and may therefore be performed only by aphyscian
licensed to practice medicine in this state or by alicensed practicd or registered nurse under the specific
direction and supervison of aphysician. A nursg'slega capacity to administer vaccines requires the
order of aphyscian given with respect to an identified, individua patient. A physician’s blanket,
undifferentiated authorization for administration of influenza or other vaccinations to the public islegdly
insufficient and ineffectud. In the absence of a physician’s patient-specific order, that is, or where a
licensed physician is not physicaly present, the administration of vaccinations by nurses or other
personnel would condtitute the unauthorized practice of medicine.

The Board has determined, however, thet there are certain Situations in which it may be
acceptable for immunizations to be administered to the public without the necessity of the continuous
presence of aphyscian. The Board believesthat it is acceptable, that is, for immunizationsto be
administered to the public at and by licensed hedlth care facilities, by state or federa public hedlth
immunization programs or by other programs approved by the Board, provided that such programs are
conducted under generd supervision of alicensed physician who is promptly available for consultation
regarding contraindications and adverse reactions and provided that a Single physician assumes
respongbility for the safe conduct of the immunization program.
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