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An inflection point for France’s constitutional and
political framework

Against a backdrop of chronic instability in the Parliament,
the French Fifth Republic was built on one key principle: a
stable and strong majority supporting the President of the
Republic. The traditional sequence of voting would be along
left and right political lines in the first round, with alliances
being made within these political lines in the second round,
between a leading party and its junior coalition
partner. Yesterday’s vote clearly ended this pattern.

The newly re-elected president Emmanuel Macron seems
unable to secure an absolute majority. Only a few weeks
after his Presidential success, it is becoming clear that
Emmanuel Macron’s coalition has not benefited enough from
his initial win to gain decisive momentum to support his
government’s agenda. The left alliance, Nupes (Nouvelle
Union Populaire Ecologique et Sociale), is on par with its own
coalition. Two options are foreseen for the current
Government: either Emmanuel Macron will rely on the
conservative party to secure a majority in a hung parliament,
or, in the more positive scenario, he will have to deal with the
deputies who are supporters of his former Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe, who even then never joined the ranks of
Presidential party.

That being said, the final outlook of the future assembly
remains difficult to predict. The Left was fully united in the
first round of the elections, as was the outgoing majority.
Therefore, the usual alliance game which takes place within
each camp will not happen. How the electorate will behave
remains a crucial question. With a low turnout and a loss in
voters’ support, Emmanuel Macron’s position has been
weakened ahead of major milestones for the country’s
economic and social policies.

A setback for
Macron

Emmanuel

In Sunday’s French election: the
presidential majority (25,75%) and the
Left-alliance Nupes (25,66%) came
neck to neck out of the ballots. As
expected, France is going to
experience a frantic final week
between the two major political forces
ahead of the second round.

Even though Macron’s centrist
alliance is still set to be as the leading
force to predicably win the greatest
share of seats in the next parliament,
this election remains a setback for the
President. Compared to 2017, the
presidential majority has lost more
than 6 points in the votes. Given the
Ensemble!-alliance did not gain
enough momentum in the first round
to dispel doubts and secure an
absolute majority, everything will be
decided in the second-round next
Sunday.

Oppositions: United we stand...

The Left has been stable in terms of
their voter support, compared to a
much more divided position in 2017.
Now united under the banner Nupes,
the Left have succeeded in placing
their candidates at the forefront in
2022. As a result, contenders of the
left coalition will be battling in
approximately 400 constituencies for
the second round. This is a symbolic
second success for Jean-Luc
Mélenchon. He succeeded in uniting
the Left under his leadership, and he
will now at the very least be able to
claim the position of first opponent to
the President. The extent to which he
will achieve this will be confirmed next
Sunday.
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... divided we fall

Sunday’s results confirmed that the backlash
against the Right, especially the conservative party
Les Républicains, is still ongoing, after an
extremely poor outcome in the presidential
election. The former strong opposition group in
Parliament is expected to receive half of its
previous share of the representatives in the
Assembly. However, despite a lack of momentum
and leadership, some conservative candidates
took advantage of their local deep roots to qualify
for the second round. Leadership even claimed
yesterday that the party could play a pivotal role in
the next term should the President be unable to
secure an absolute majority next week.

The far-right is the only political force to have
significantly gained voters’ support since 2017.
Marine Le Pen’s National Rally and Eric
Zemmour's Reconquéte! increased their score by
10 points in the first round in comparison with the
National Rally’'s performance five years ago.
However, because of the far-rights difficulty in
gathering votes from disqualified candidates, such
a push might not translate into a sharp increase in
seats. That being said, this time, they should be
able to at least form a parliamentary group and
gain more influence in the National Assembly.

A historical low turnout

Against a backdrop of an ever-decreasing voter
turnout over the last twenty years, the turnout in
this first round, with 47,5%, has reached a record-
low (-1.2 point compared to 2017).

Parliamentary elections are often seen as 'second-
class' elections as they generally only reinforce the
position of the newly President-elect, providing
them with a clear majority. This traditionally has
led to the lack of interest of voters.

This low turnout is also the consequence of the
relative absence of public debates between the
different political coalitions. The late appointment
of the government, the reluctance of Marine Le
Pen and her supporters to campaign, and the
avoidance of the party in power to enter in the
political battle contributed to this absence of
campaign and made it difficult to spark the interest
of people generally uninvolved with politics.

wfgs global | 3



The shape of the new National Assembly will be clearer after second round. President Macron’s alliance is
predicted to attract the highest share of seats (between 260 and 295, according to Elabe estimates). These
predictions suggest that the President could fall short of an absolute majority, standing at 289 seats. If
Macron’s alliance only secures a relative majority, his ability to deliver his domestic policies could be partially
compromised. The government would then be required to negotiate bill-by-bill deals with other political forces
seating in parliament.

The Left is set to secure between 167 and 223 seats and the Nupes would become the leading opposition
coalition in the National Assembly. The right coalition Les Républicains-UDI should come in third position,
with 52 to 70 seats. The likelihood of the National Rally to get 15 seats and thus constitute a parliamentary group
is high: up to 35 seats could be won by Le Pen’s party.

While we can expect the 2022 National Assembly to lean more to the left, it should remain under the
control of a centrist coalition.

JUNE 2017 12 JUNE 2022

LaRem-MoDem 32,3

Lr-uo! [
National Rally _ 13,2
La France Insoumise - 11
Parti Socialiste - 7,4
Others _ 17,2

Configuration of the National Assembly in
2017

Ensemble! 25,8

Reconquéte! - 4,2

Forecasts for the 2022 National Assembly

Presidential majority
LREM 267 MoDem 57

-
7/ Agir ensemble 22
’ UDI et indépendants 18

Libertés et teritoires 18
_ Les Républicains
10

Socialists 28

Republican Left Not affiliated 23
15

La France Vacant seats 10

Insoumise 17

260 - 205 \

Les Républicains -
uDI - DVD

NUPES - DVG, 52-70

167 - 223

Mational Rally
25-35

Miscelleaneous
9-16
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Elisabeth Borne
Prime Minister
9 Gérald Darmanin
Winister of Interior

Mare Fesneau

Amélie de Montchalin
Minister for Ecological Transition
and Territorial Cohesion

Minister for Agriculture Brigitte Bourguignon
and Food Sovereianty Minister of Health
@ Yaél Braun-Piyet
Minister of the Stanislas Guerini
Overseas Minister for Transformation

and Civil Service

Olivier Dussopt
Minister of Labour, Employment
and Integration

Olivier Véran
Deputy Minister for Relations with
Pariiament and Citizen Participation

Gabriel Attal

i Clément Beaune
Deputy Minister f
%m‘" Deputy Minister for Eurapean

Accounts, Afhals
Franck Riester Justine Bénin
i State Secretary for the Sea,

Deputy Minister for Foreign

@%
Ofivia Grégoire W@
Government Minister for Solidarity, Autonomy

Spokesperson and he Disabled

SHDeES

. Election probability : High

‘ Election probability : Uncertain

What happened?
All ministers who were
candidates qualified for the

second round. As expected last
week, Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne, a novice to the election
campaign trail, should be elected
without difficulty. Gabriel Attal,
Deputy Minister for Public Accounts
can also expect to be re-elected,
having obtained the highest score
of all ministers in the first round.
The picture is not so rosy for all
ministers however, with some
ministers, especially Amélie de
Montchalin, Minister for Ecological
Transition and Territorial Cohesion,
and Clément Beaune, Deputy
Minister for European Affairs likely
to face difficulty in getting the
necessary votes in the second
round.
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What was the projection?

Fifteen of twenty-eight ministers are running for
parliamentary elections this year. Though on paper
ministers do not need to be elected at the Parliament to
become a member of the Government, it is an unwritten
rule that those ministers who fail to find a seat in

Parliament must
responsibilities.

Elisabeth Borne
Prime Minister

step down

from ministerial

®

Gérald Darmanin
Minister of Interior

Amélie de Montchalin

Minister for Ecological Transition
and Termitorial Cohesion

Mare Fesneau
Minister for Agriculture
and Food Sovereianty

Brigitte Bourguignon
Minister of Health

Yaél Braun-Pivet
Minister of the
Overseas

Stanislas Guerini
Minister for Transformation
and Civil Service

Olivier Dussopt
Minister of Labour, Employment
and Integration

Olivier Véran
Deputy Minister for Relations with
Parliament and Citizen Participation

Gabriel Attal

Deputy Minister for
Public Accounts

Clément Beaune
Deputy Minister for European
Affairs

Franck Riester

Deputy Minister for Foreian
Trade and Aftractiveness

Justine Bénin
State Secretary for the Sea

Olivia Grégoire
Government
Spokesperson

Damien Abad
Minister for Sclidarity, Autonomy
and the Disabled
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hat happened

If the first round confirmed that leading voices of all parties are well placed to be elected, some
contenders have to face unexpected challenges. Richard Ferrand, current President of the National
Assembly, has a narrow lead over his Nupes challenger. Fabien Roussel, former communist candidate during
the presidential election, is neck and neck with a far-right candidate. Worthy of note, Eric Zemmour, who came
4t in the presidential election, has been rejected and has not qualified for the second round, as has also been
the case for former Education Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer.

Aurélien Pradié

Les Républicains

1st constituency of Lot

First round winner with 45,46%, qualified for
the second round

Julien Bayou

Europe Ecologie Les Verts (NUPES)

5th constituency of Paris

First round winner with 48,88%, qualified
for second round

Adrien Quatennens

La France Insoumise (NUPES)

1st constituency of the North

First round winner with 52,05%, qualified
for the second round

Jean-Michel Blanquer

Ensemble!

4th constituency of Loiret

18,89%, not qualified for the second round

Christophe Castaner Fabien Roussel

Ensemble!

2nd constituency of the Alpes-de-Haute-
Provence

First round winner with 30,16%, qualified
for second round

Eric Ciotti

Les Républicains

1st constituency of Alpes-Maritimes

First round winner with 31,70%, qualified
for the second round

Richard Ferrand

Ensemble!

6th constituency of Finistere

First round winner with 33,56%, qualified
for the second round

Parti Communiste (NUPES)

20th constituency of the North

First round winner with 34,13%, qualified
for the second round

Francois Ruffin

La France Insoumise (NUPES)

1st constituency of the Somme

First round winner with 40,09%, qualified
for the second round

Boris Vallaud

Parti Socialiste (NUPES)

3rd constituency of the Landes

First round winner with 40,16%, qualified
for the second round

Marine Le Pen

Rassemblement National

11th constituency of Nord Pas de Calais
First round winner with 53,96%, qualified
for second round

Eric Zemmour

Reconquéte!

4th constituency of the Var

23,19%, not qualified for second round
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What is France waking up to?

The duel between the Macron’s centrist
alliance and the Left-alliance Nupes is the
main headline this morning.

French media note a weakened presidential
majority, and a first victory of the Left ahead
of the second round of the parliamentary
elections.
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