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2021How we supported Queenslanders 
impacted by cancer in

There were only minimal disruptions to 
our services due to COVID-19. In 2021, 
we overcame many of the challenges 
presented in 2020 and found ways to 
deliver services and events virtually, while 
learning to live with COVID. There was 
limited impact on our fundraising events - 
in fact, we did more, and we raised more!

2303 hours of counselling 
support were provided to 
Queenslanders affected by cancer

Over $19.5m, including 
$7.3m from bequests, was donated for 
patient support services, cancer research 
and prevention

1967 wigs and turbans 
were provided to cancer 
patients experiencing hair loss

32,727 people used the 
Cancer Risk Calculator to find out 
ways to reduce their cancer risk

195,676 kilometres travelled 
for Lodge to treatment, home to treatment 
and travel transfer services

17,823 nights of accommodation 
were provided in our Lodges for cancer 
patients and carers

To view the 

2021 CCQ 
Impact Report 
please scan the QR code
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A MESSAGE FROM INTERIM CEO ANDREW DONNE
Cancer Council Queensland is the state’s leading non-government community 
organisation in cancer control. We are committed to providing all Queenslanders with  
the best possible prospects of preventing, detecting and surviving a cancer diagnosis. 

Cancer Council Queensland is focused on opportunities to deliver our mission to improve the 
quality of life for Queenslanders impacted by cancer.

In this issue of The Daffodil, we celebrate diversity! We share with you an update of our  
Travelling for Treatment research study, plus the incredible community support we had for  
our first Cancer Research Giving Day, and we meet Cancer Council Queensland’s First Nations 
Advisor, Lorraine Tutton. 

As we move into the second half of 2022, I continue to be astounded by the resilience  
and generosity of Queenslanders like you. Despite the challenges over the last few years,  
it’s heart-warming to see the practical, financial, and emotional support our communities 
provide each other. I am so grateful for the level of trust and support you show in our 
organisation, as we work towards our goal of a cancer free future.  

Andrew Donne    
Interim Chief Executive Officer Cancer Council Queensland
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Gary
Hope 
this 

helps!

Ann
Helping to kick 

cancer to the curb!

Professor Sandi Hayes and Cancer Council Queensland Chair, Dr Anita Green Bel
For my dad, my sister, my 

friend - here’s to having a 
cancer-free world.

Debbie

So many lives affected. 

Living in hope for a cure 

and a brighter future.

‘My daughter’s passing has given me more determination than ever to 
make a difference to other children and families living with cancer.’ 

Peter
Keep up the good work!

Clarice
In loving memory of my late 

husband, Keith.

Laura
We are all in 
this together.

Renza
Go cancer 

research!!

Rosalie
In memory 

of Graeme.

Brad
Dedicated to my 

father, Bruce.

You may remember Missy’s story, as told by her mother for the 2021 Christmas Appeal.  Missy was diagnosed with 
pure erythroid leukaemia at age 13. It was her third diagnosis of blood cancer in the space of four years. The 
diagnosis came at the end of a 70-day bone marrow transplant before she sadly passed away from this rare and 
aggressive cancer.

Missy dreamt of being a cancer researcher and finding new and 
better treatments to help kids like her.

‘As she became sicker, she asked me if I’d help her do this - in 
case she didn’t get the chance. Of course, I promised Missy I’d do 
everything I could. Although I’m not a cancer researcher, I knew I 
would find a way,’ Missy’s mother Anj shared with us.  

‘My daughter’s death has given me more determination than ever 
to make a difference to other children and families living with 
cancer. And yes, childhood cancer survival rates are improving, 
thanks to research. But in the four years I supported Missy 
through her treatment, I met so many other children who were 
sick and dying. So many Mums and Dads in the depths of grief. 
In the end, I was surrounded by it. So, I can tell you, from where I 
stood - there is still so much more research to be done.’

‘I am so grateful that there are generous Queenslanders who 
share Cancer Council Queensland’s vision of a future free from 

childhood cancer. I truly believe a future free from childhood 
cancer is within our reach. If we stand together, we can get there 
so much faster.’

‘Children with cancer don’t need more teddy bears. They need 
more precision cancer treatments. They need effective cures 
and hope for survival. They need never be told, ‘there’s nothing 
more we can do.’ I urge you to stand with Missy and me, by giving 
generously to Cancer Council Queensland’s childhood cancer 
research,’ Anj said.

Your generous support and donations will help Cancer Council 
Queensland fund lifesaving cancer research. It enables 
researchers to conduct in more clinical trials to develop effective, 
targeted treatments to help more children survive childhood 
cancers. 

Thank you for sharing in Missy’s and Anj’s story by supporting 
childhood cancer research. 

Thank you 
from Missy 
and Anj

Cass
This is for my mum.

Paul
Thank you very 

much for the lovely 
staff and facilities at 

Charles Wanstall Lodge.

Denby
Hoping this will help make a difference to those who get diagnosed with 

cancer.

Matt
Cancer QLD helped me 

when I was told I had an 

acute, aggressive cancer. 

I hope my donation makes 

sure they are there to keep 

helping others.

Liisa P
Paid in memory of my 

mother who passed 
away from 

Pancreatic Cancer.

Barbara
Thank you for matching my 

donation to the Cancer Council 

Qld. Funding research is the only 

way to progress towards 

a cure for all cancers.

Alexia
In memory of Gordon, 
my mum Dacia and 

friend Joan.

Judith
Thank you to our researchers 

for the enormous contribution 

they make to the ongoing 

fight against 

cancer.

Kerrie
Please everyone, support Cancer 
Research Giving Day. EVERYONE 

knows someone who had or 
has cancer. Imagine a 

cancer-free future.

Priscilla
Thank you to the Cancer 

Council for your work in raising 
awareness, support and all the 

activities you do to help the 
wider community.

We’d like to say a big ‘thank you’ to our generous 
community who supported our first Cancer Research 

Giving Day on Friday 4 February, World Cancer Day. 

A staggering $438,000 was raised to fund lifesaving 
cancer research, thanks to the thousands of 

Queenslanders who donated and the tremendous support 
of our matched donors.  

Your messages of support and reasons for donating 
shared on the Cancer Research Giving Day website 

are truly moving. They continue to inspire us to 
work even harder towards our vision 

for a cancer free future.

Thanks to you we’re closer 
to a cancer free future
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Cancer Council Queensland's accommodation support lodges are 
independent living facilities that provide a home away from home 
for Queenslanders who live in regional areas and need to travel to 
access cancer treatment. Available in Brisbane, Townsville, Cairns, 
Toowoomba and Rockhampton, our lodges offer comfortable self-
contained units and studio-style apartments close to major hospitals 
and treatment facilities.

In 2021, our accommodation provided 
over 3000 Queenslanders with 17,823 
nights of accommodation across our 
five accommodation locations. Our 
lodges are open to people receiving 
cancer treatment, as well as their 
friends, families and carers. 

Every Cancer Council Queensland 
lodge is staffed with employees and 
trained volunteers who can assist 
with practical, social and emotional 
support. Cancer Support Advisors at 
the lodges support all residents going 
through treatment, and transport 
services can pick up and drop off 
guests to appointments, shopping 
and arrival and departure locations.  

Many Queenslanders who are 
diagnosed with cancer live hundreds 

of kilometres away from treatment 
providers. Our accommodation lodges 
support all Queenslanders with all 
cancers. Cancer never rests and for 
that reason neither do we. Your gift to 
Cancer Council Queensland ensures 
we can continue to fund lifesaving 
support for those affected every 
minute, every hour, every day.

‘With your support we can increase our 
presence across the state and provide 
more vital services to the growing 
number of Queenslanders diagnosed 
and living with cancer.’ - Gemma Lock, 
General Manager of Cancer Support 
and Information, Cancer Council 
Queensland

A place for every 
Queenslander

‘The lodge was made to be a home 
away from home, under the most

trying circumstances a person 
would ever have to face in their 

lives. I cannot thank the 
staff enough.’ 

‘We have always found 
our stay at the Lodge 
very comfortable, and 
the staff pleasant. We 

don’t know what we’d do 
without them.’ 

Australians living in regional and remote areas generally experience poorer cancer outcomes and are also more 
likely to report poor physical and mental health, compared to those living in major cities. Cancer Council Queensland 
is committed to addressing this geographical divide. 

The Travelling for Treatment study being conducted in Cancer Council 
Queensland’s Viertel Cancer Research Centre, focuses on patients and 
caregivers who need to travel for their cancer treatment. Based on the 
wealth of information already collected, the research team has identified 
priorities for improving outcomes for regional and remote Queenslanders 
affected by cancer. 

SURVIVORSHIP CARE INFORMATION  
It is recommended that a Survivorship Care Plan (SCP) is provided to all 
cancer patients upon completion of their treatment which gives clear 
directions on how to manage their recovery and long-term health.  This 
is particularly important for survivors returning to rural and remote areas 
who often have limited access to health and support services. 
However, our study has found:   

• Only 35% of survivors reported that they received an SCP.  
• Around two-thirds of survivors reported they received information on 
short-term side effects, follow up appointments and the contact details 
of their oncology team.  

• Approximately half of the survivors reported they received information 
about diet, exercise, counselling and managing late-term effects.  

• Around one-third of survivors reported receiving information on finances, 
chemoprevention, and monitoring for signs of recurrence.   
This suggests that cancer survivors living in rural and remote areas 
are not consistently being provided with adequate survivorship 
care information. To address this problem, Cancer Council Queensland is 
embarking on a major project to develop ‘Transition of Care Guidelines’ 
for clinicians working in cancer care to help them deliver consistent 

and comprehensive survivorship care information for rural and remote 
patients. This project is proudly funded by the Viertel Foundation in 
Honour of Daniel Raumer. 

CHALLENGES FOR RURAL CARERS 
Recent studies have also highlighted the difficulties experienced by 
family members and friends who provide support for cancer patients in 
regional and remote Queensland. Caregivers reported needing practical 
and emotional support to assist with travelling to treatment, as well as 
help with financial losses and household responsibilities. Almost half of 
the caregivers in our study reported that they were suffering from at least 
one chronic illness themselves. This together with high levels of caregiver 
burden led to poorer mental and physical quality of life. 
A new program of research has been initiated at Cancer Council 
Queensland to address the needs of caregivers who do so much to look 
after our growing population of cancer survivors. 
This work would not be 
possible without the 
ongoing contribution 
of all the volunteers and 
participants involved in the 
Travelling for Treatment 
study and the continued 
support of the Viertel 
Foundation. We would like 
to say a huge thank you to 
everyone involved!

Travelling for 
Treatment study 
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‘The lodge is absolutely 
fantastic, especially for 

rural people. It really takes 
the pressure off coming to 
stay, particularly with the 

transport. The staff are 
so friendly. ’ 

Travelling for Treatment project team



Cancer Council Queensland researchers have found that after a cancer diagnosis, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people record significantly lower remaining life expectancy than other Australians. On average, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cancer patients had 12 years of life remaining after a cancer diagnosis compared to 
20 years for other Australians.

The study highlighted that a cancer diagnosis exacerbates the 
already lower life expectancy among Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, and potential interventions must 
consider both cancer-related factors and those contributing to 
non-cancer mortality.

Cancer Council Queensland General Manager of Research, 
Professor Joanne Aitken, said the new research offers valuable 
insight into how the remaining life expectancy after a cancer 
diagnosis differs between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
and non-Indigenous cancer patients.

‘Going into this study, we already knew Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people experience poorer survival than other 
Australian cancer patients, but not the level of disparity that 
non-cancer factors played in their poorer survival,’ Professor 
Aitken said.

‘On average, about one third of the disparity was due to 
differences in cancer survival, while 70% of the disparity was 
due to non-cancer deaths.’

The international journal Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers & 
Prevention, recognised the innovation and importance of this 
study and selected it for publication as one of its four Featured 
Articles for the June 2022 issue!

The study was also a focus of Cancer Council Media for the 
National Close the Gap Day activities and received extensive 
national television and radio coverage.  

Sadly, the ongoing challenges faced by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people who are diagnosed with cancer are 
substantial. However, innovative research that highlights the 
extent of these disparities raises awareness and therefore 
informs and motivates change.

Life expectancy gap post-cancer is still 
a challenge for Indigenous communities

Meet 
Lorraine Tutton
Cancer Council Queensland’s Advisor, First Nations. 

Artwork was created for Cancer Council Queensland by Rachael Sarra, to celebrate, engage and strengthen relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and Cancer Council Queensland.

‘New research offers valuable insight into how the remaining life 
expectancy after a cancer diagnosis differs between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous cancer patients.’ - Professor Peter Baade

Lorraine describes her role as focusing on First Nations cancer 
patients, families, carers, community and cancer support services.

Lorraine is actively involved with Hospital and Health Equity 
Strategy meetings across Queensland. She works with boards, 
hospitals and health services to improve Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people’s health and wellbeing outcomes across 
the state. 

‘It’s great that as an Aboriginal woman, I can provide a cultural lens 
to the way in which Cancer Council Queensland does business, 
this is a highlight of my role and it’s an exciting opportunity’, 
said Lorraine.

‘Cancer is a leading cause of death for my people, it is important 
that Cancer Council Queensland has in its sights, through research, 
a way to minimise this cause of death, and to provide services to 
those that are vulnerable and disadvantaged.’ 

While she is passionate about her work, Lorraine acknowledges 
there is still much to be done.

Lorraine is hopeful for the future and is working towards a 
sustainable system that is inclusive of all groups of people 
regardless of culture, gender, age, religion, and race.

‘By focusing on First Nations cancer patients, Cancer Council 
Queensland can gain a better understanding of our culture, plus an 
understanding of the negative impact of the western system over 
many years, which will hopefully create a positive outcome for our 
health.’

Lorraine highlights the importance of how precious time is, 
especially after the COVID challenges over the last few years. 

‘As someone that has had experience of losing my husband and 
my father to cancer, I am reminded of my own health and how 
important it is to look after yourself.’

NAIDOC Week 2022 will be held from Sunday 3 July to Sunday 
10 July. This year's theme – Get up! Stand up! Show up!
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Penny's Story - thank you for your gift of hope 
Your Will can make a profound statement 
about your life and is the ultimate 
reflection of your values. That’s why we’re 
incredibly grateful to our supporters who 
have chosen to leave a gift in their Will to 
Cancer Council Queensland. 

Your vision and generosity will allow us to 
continue with pioneering research, prevention 
and detection activities, and provide support to 
Queenslanders affected by cancer for years to 
come. You will help save lives. As a supporter of 
Cancer Council for more than 20 years, Penny has 

left a gift in her Will because she has known other 
people who have been affected by cancer. Over 
the last year she has had double lung cancer; 
thankfully the cancer was detected early, and she 
has a very positive prognosis. Penny considers 
herself one of the lucky ones and says her gift in 
Will means even more to her now. 

'It just makes me feel wonderful to know that 
some of my money is going to such a good 
cause. It’s that simple. Cancer Council is a 
wonderful organisation that deserves a bit of 
help,' said Penny.

Penny McLennan has kindly included a gift 
to Cancer Council Queensland in her Will.

Free 
Will 
Service

Anyone who needs a basic Will written and also kindly includes a gift in their Will to 
Cancer Council Queensland is eligible to use our Free Will Service. For your peace of mind 
and a cancer free future enquire today.

Free Will Service 
For more information visit cancerqld.org.au/bequests or contact Sofi Douglas, 
Manager, Gifts in Wills, by calling 07 36345164 or email sofidouglas@cancerqld.org.au.

Thank you 
from Brandon

Janie and Brad were faced with an 
unimaginable choice, whether to share 
just a few precious months with their 
baby boy or risk a life-threatening surgery, 
hoping it may give him longer to live. 
They chose to take the risk with surgery 
and thankfully little Brandon pulled 
through and this year he turns 26.

During Brandon’s teenage years, he 
was told his tumour had grown and he 
required more treatment.

Despite every setback, living daily with his 
cancer, Brandon’s hopeful that by sharing 
his story, it will inspire many people 
to support cancer research. ‘I've been 
through a lot, but I'm lucky to be here 
today, and I know a lot of people aren't.’ 

Even though Brandon has defied the 
odds to survive, he continues living with 
brain cancer. Like many other people 
living with cancer, Brandon says that 

that the long-term side effects of his 
treatment have been the hardest part 
of his journey and that’s why he believes 
research can be so powerful.

‘I think research is so important because 
the different types of treatment are so 
intense. Cancer affects so many different 
people, and I'm very lucky to be here,’ said 
Brandon. 

Investing in lifesaving cancer research 
gives young people living with cancer 
hope for better treatments in the 
future. Support for cancer research must 
continue so we can find new ways for 
people like Brandon to have more time 
with their loved ones. 

Thank you for supporting Cancer 
Council Queensland and Brandon. Your 
investment in cancer research today will 
give young people like Brandon hope for 
lifesaving treatments. 

Earlier this year, you may remember Brandon’s story. Brandon’s 
loving parents Janie and Brad were completely devastated 
when their baby was diagnosed with an inoperable brain 
tumour, just one day before his first birthday. Brandon was 
given little hope of survival.
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Daffodil Day is Coming!
25 August

Scan here to 
find out more

cancerqld.org.au 13 11 20
We’d love to hear from you if you have any feedback on this edition of The Daffodil or any topics 
you'd like to see in future editions call Cancer Council Queensland on 1300 66 39 36 or email 
supporterexperience@cancerqld.org.au

@cancercouncilqld /cancerqld/cancercouncilqueensland

Donate or buy a daffodil this August and give 
hope towards a cancer free future.
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