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All Queenslanders, all cancers

Who we are and what we’ve done
Cancer Council Queensland is the state’s leading cancer 
charity. We are committed to reducing the burden of cancer 
and improving the quality of life for all Queenslanders living 
with cancer, through research, patient care, prevention and 
early detection. We aim to provide information, programs 
and services with a person-centred approach for all 
Queenslanders. 

We are reviewing our programs and services to determine if 
they are culturally responsive and meet the identified needs 
of First Nations people diagnosed with cancer, their families 
and communities. 

Data collection 
Our aim is to improve data collection to better capture 
the number of people who identify as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander. 

Reconciliation Action Plan 
In 2020, we commenced the reflective stage of our  
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), which outlines our 
commitment to improving our services for First Nations 
Queenslanders. 

The work of the RAP Committee continues to make 
sure we meet these commitments. 

Provided support 
13 11 20 SUPPORT AND INFORMATION LINE 

In 2021, our 13 11 20 support and information 
line provided support to 141 people who identified 
as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. 

PALASSIST* 
In 2021, 22 people with a life limiting illness, 
their family or carers who contacted PalAssist 
identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
In 2021, financial assistance was provided to 59 
people who identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander. The total amount of financial assistance 
was $11,800.

TRANSPORT SERVICES 
In 2021, our Home to Treatment and Travel 
Transfer Services provided 260 transport 
bookings to 24 people who identified as 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.

First Nations people in Australia face an inequitable burden of cancer, including 
higher cancer incidence and mortality and lower survival rates than other 
Australians. Cancer is the leading cause of death for First Nations people in 
Queensland.

This impact statement provides a snapshot in time of our work in supporting Queensland’s 
First Nations people and the steps we are taking to reduce the disparity between First 
Nations survival rates and that of the general population. 

AT A GLANCE 

66% Vs 70%

Between 2014 and 
2018, 3023 invasive 
cancers were diagnosed 
among First Nations 
people in Queensland

Disparity in survival rate

Most common types of cancer for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
in Queensland
1 Lung cancer
2  Breast cancer
3  Colorectal cancer 
4  Prostate cancer
5  Head and neck cancer 
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This header artwork was created for Cancer Council Queensland by Rachael Sarra, to  celebrate, engage and strengthen relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and Cancer Council Queensland.

*PalAssist is funded by Queensland Health.
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