ANXIETY AND INSOMNIA, WHICH COMES FIRST?

POLINA BOWLER

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON SYMPTOMS OF ANXIETY IS INSOMNIA. THEY EXACERBATE ONE ANOTHER - IF WE

FEEL ANXIOUS AT BEDTIME AND CAN'T “DEACTIVATE™ OUR BRAIN - FALLING ASLEEP AND/OR STAYING ASLEEP CAN BE VERY CHALLENGING. IF OUR MIND
DOES NOT GET PROPER REST THROUGH DEEP SLEEP, OUR ABILITY TO DEAL WITH EVEN JUST REGULAR DAILY ROUTINE BECOMES INCREASINGLY HARDER. THIS
QUICKLY BECOME A VICIOUS CYCLE.

FROM MY PERSONAL STRUGGLE WITH POOR SLEEP AND OVER TWO DECADES OF WORKING WITH PATIENTS, | UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ONLY WAY OUT OF THIS
CYCLE IS NOT TO WAIT UNTIL YOUR MIND IS OVERWHELMED WITH BUILT UP ANXIETY FROM THE DAY AND TRY TO “DESTRESS™ BEFORE SLEEP, BUT INSTEAD
INCORPORATE SMALL STRESS RELIEVING AND RELAXING ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND NOT ALLOW THE ANXIETY TO REACH ITS HIGH LEVELS IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

WITH THIS IN MIND | FORMULATED MY HERBAL REMEDY ILLUMINATE, A 100% NATURAL BLEND OF HERBS AND NANO CBD ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF
TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE. IT HELPS TO BUFFER YOUR BODY FROM THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF STRESS THROUGHOUT THE DAY, KEEP THE ANXIETY AT
BAY AND REJECT THE BUILDUP IN YOUR BODY. IT HAS A STRONG CALMING EFFECT WHICH MAKES BOTH DEALING WITH DAILY STRESSORS AND RELAXING
BEFORE SLEEP MUCH EASIER.

CHINESE MEDICINE IS MYTHICAL AND POETIC IN ITS DESCRIPTIONS OF THE WAYS OUR BODY FUNCTIONS. IT DESCRIBES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ANXIETY AND INSOMNIA AS A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MIND AND THE HEART. ANXIETY IS DUE T0 AN IMBALANCE OF THE HEART ENERGY. ACCORDING
T0 THE 5-ELEMENT THEORY, HEART BELONGS TO THE ELEMENT OF FIRE AND AT NIGHT IT HOUSES THE MIND. IF THE HEART IS ON FIRE, WHEN THE MIND
DESCENDS INTO THE HEART, IT GETS BURNED AND JUMPS BACK UP. OUR THOUGHTS BECOME ERRATIC, WE CAN'T STOP THINKING AND IT CAN TAKE A LONG
TIME TO FALL ASLEEP. IF THERE IS NOT ENOUGH WARMTH IN THE HEART, WE JUST TOSS AND TURN, AND NO POSITION IS COMFORTABLE.

THE HERBS IN THE FORMULA WORK TOGETHER TO BALANCE THE HEART ENERGY AS WELL AS THE ENERGIES OF SPLEEN AND LIVER, AS THEY ARE
INTERDEPENDENT AND WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR MIND IN A HEALTHY STATE.

| STRONGLY ADVISE TO INCORPORATE INTO YOUR DAILY ROUTINE, ACTIVITIES THAT HELP YOU “SHUT OFF YOUR BRAIN™ FOR JUST MINUTES AT A TIME. EVEN
JUST 10 SECONDS NOW AND THEN WILL MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE. THERE ARE MANY HELPFUL THINGS YOU CAN FIND ON THE INTERNET TO HELP YOU RELAX
AFTER A LONG DAY OF WORK, IT BECAME AN INDUSTRY IN ITSELF, HOWEVER, IF YOU SUFFER FROM ANXIETY RELATED INSOMNIA THIS OFTEN ISN'T ENOUGH.
FOR A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP, IT'S VERY IMPORTANT T0 ENGAGE IN DE-STRESSING ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND NOT WAIT TILL THE EVENING.

HERE ARE A FEW SIMPLE ACTIVITIES YOU CAN IMPLEMENT IN YOUR DAILY ROUTINE :

« TAKE A SHORT 10-15 MINUTE WALK; MID-DAY AND IN THE EVENING
CLOSE YOUR EYES AND TAKE A FEW (IDEALLY 10) DEEP SLOW BREATHS AFTER A STRESSFUL ENCOUNTER

« TALK THROUGH YOUR STRESSORS OR ANGER WITH A FRIEND, DON'T LET IT BREW IN YOU TILL YOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR THERAPIST

« JOURNAL YOUR WORRIES; DON'T TAKE THEM TO BED WITH YOU. THE ACT OF PUTTING WORDS TO YOUR FEELINGS, HELPS BRING DOWN THE INTENSITY OF
YOUR FEELINGS AND MAKES IT EASIER TO LET THEM GO

« GET UP AND STRETCH, TWIST AND SHOUT, IF YOU CAN, SEVERAL TIMES A DAY

« WHEN STOPPING AT A RED LIGHT, EXAMINE THAT LIGHT, "WHAT SHADE OF RED IS IT?” OR “WHAT COLOR OF THE CAR IN FRONT OF ME?" MANY STUDIES
HAVE PROVEN THAT ONLY FEW SECONDS OF CHANGING YOUR FOCUS GIVES YOUR BRAIN THAT DESPERATELY NEEDED “PAUSE".

IT IS IMPORTANT TO FIND DE-STRESSING ACTIVITIES THAT WORK FOR YOU IN THE SCOPE OF YOUR LIFESTYLE.

FOR ME, IT'S DOING ANYTHING WITH MY DOG, TAKING LONG WALKS, LISTENING TO MUSIC, HAVING A GLASS OF WINE AFTER A LONG DAY, SPENDING TIME
WITH A FRIEND, PLAYING “WHAT'S THE WORD” ON MY PHONE, LISTENING TO THE NEWS FOR A QUICK SHIFT IN PERSPECTIVE (NEVER IN THE EVENING
THOUGH), TAKING A BATH, DOING YIN YOGA AT BEDTIME, MEDITATING, BINGING A NETFLIX SHOW...EACH DAY IS DIFFERENT AND DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES MAY
SEEM APPEALING TO ME. SOMETIMES EVEN GOING TO THE GYM. ©

THE POINT AGAIN, 1S NOT TO WAIT UNTIL YOUR MIND IS OVERWHELMED WITH BUILT UP ANXIETY FROM THE DAY TO DESTRESS BEFORE SLEEP. WITH THE HELP
OF MY FORMULA, ILLUMINATE AS WELL AS ACTIVITIES THOUGHT THE DAY THAT GIVE YOU MOMENTS OF PEACE, NO MATTER HOW SMALL, YOU WILL ACHIEVE
THE RESTFUL SLEEP THAT IS SO NEEDED TO STAY HEALTHY AND HAPPY.




