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LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCES --- CITATION GUIDE 
 
Attribution (i.e., citing your sources) is important because it gives credit where credit is due. This becomes 
especially important with generative artificial intelligence (AI) gaining popularity as a source of information. 
Citing AI tools, like other sources used, ensures you are being as transparent, responsible, and respectful 
as possible regarding where your materials came from. When you take the time to disclose your sources, 
you are choosing to act honestly and with integrity, which is something we should all strive for. 
 
This guide provides you with examples of the most commonly used sources and has been revised to 
include generative AI. 
 
If you have questions or need help with citations, citing sources, or paper format, feel free to seek help 
from: 
 

• Your instructor 
• The Language Arts Writing Lab 
• The Gnomon Library 

 
Common citation formats: 
 
Print Book 

1. Author(s). Note: Use the format Last Name, First Name Middle Name or Initial. If there are multiple 
authors, use and before the last author's name. 

2. Title of the Book. Note: Use italics for the title of a longer work like a book and use headline-style 
capitalization. 

3. Edition Note: If there are multiple editions, use the format 1st/2nd/3rd ed., 
4. Publisher, 
5. Publication date. 

  
Example:  
Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. 1st ed., J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1960. 
 
eBook 

1. Author(s). Note: Use the format Last Name, First Name Middle Name or Initial. If there are multiple 
authors, use and before the last author's name. 

2. Title of the Book, Note: Use italics for the title of a longer work like a book and use headline-style 
capitalization. 

3. Editor’s Note: If there is one editor, use the format edited by Last Name, First Name. If there are 
multiple editors, use and before the last author's name. 

4. Publisher, 
5. Publication date. 
6. Database, Note: Use italics for names of databases. 
7. URL or permalink. 

  
Example:  
Hughes, Langston. Letters from Langston: From the Harlem Renaissance to the Red Scare and Beyond, 
edited by Evelyn Louise Crawford and Mary Louise Patterson. University of California Press, 
2016. EBSCOhost Academic eBook Collection, http://libproxy.csudh.edu/login?url=https://search. 
ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e000xna&AN=1105577&site=ehost-
live&scope=site&ebv=EB& 
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Web Page: 
1. Author. Note: If there is no individual author, begin the citation with "Title of the Page." 
2. "Title of Page, Section, or Document." 
3. Publisher, 
4. URL. 

  
Example:  
"Citation Guide." CSUDH University Library, https://www.libguides.csudh.edu/citation. 
 
Online News/ Magazine Article: 

1. Author(s). Note: Use the format Last Name, First Name Middle Name or Initial. If there are multiple 
authors, use and before the last author's name. 

2. "Title of the Article." Note: Include the title of a shorter work in quotation marks and use headline-
style capitalization 

3. Title of the Newspaper or Publisher, Note: Use italics for the title of a longer work like a newspaper 
or online publication and use headline-style capitalization 

4. Publication date, Note: Use the format Date Abbreviated Month Year 
5. URL 

  
Example:  
Robinson, Angela. "History Shows Why It's Time for a Black Woman to Sit on the Supreme Court ." The 
Washington Post, 1 Feb. 2022, https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/02/01/history-shows-
why-its-time-black-woman-sit-supreme-court/. 
 
Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

1. Author. DO NOT treat the AI tool as an author (ignore field) 
2. Title of Source. Describe what was generated by the AI tool. This may involve including information 

about the prompt in the Title of the Source element if you have not done so in the text. 
3. Title of Container. Name of AI tool (e.g., ChatGPT). 
4. Version. Name the version of the AI tool. Be as specific as possible. 
5. Publisher. Name the company that made the tool. 
6. Date. Give the date the content was generated. 
7. Location. Give the general URL for the tool. 

 
Example:  
“Describe the symbolism of the green light in the book “The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald” prompt. 
ChatGPT, 13 Feb. version, OpenAI, 8 Mar. 2023, chat.openai.com/chat. 
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