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Grapevines sold
by Costco may
contain vineyard
insect pest

BY REGISTER STAFF

Napa County issued what it called an
“urgent public alert” on Tuesday, May 26,
that glassy-winged sharpshooters — in-
sects that threaten California vineyards
— were detected in grapevines shipped
to stores in various counties, including
the Napa Costco.

The county’s Agricultural Commis-
sioner’s Office announced the discovery
in a news release, saying that glassy-
winged sharpshooters in all life stages
have been found on grapevines sold in
Napa, Sonoma, Marin, Solane, Yolo and
other counties.

The shipments included 220 grape-
vine plants delivered since April 21 to the
Napa Costco store from Burchell Nurs-
ery Inc. in Fresno County, according to
the Napa County statement.

Sixty-three of those plants were de-
stroyed, with one egg mass of glassy-
winged sharpshooters found. How-
ever, the other 157 grapevines were
unaccounted for Tuesday and may be
in the possession of people who bought
them at the Napa Costco, according to
the office of Agricultural Commissioner
Tracy Cleveland.

“GWSS is a devastating pest for our
local vineyards, and it is critical for us
to track down any potentially affected
plants purchased at Costco or brought
into Napa County,” Cleveland said in the
county announcement. “I am confident
that the community will pull together to
help us limit the risk to our local agricul-
ture. Vigilance and prompt reporting are
essential”’

Costco is directly contacting people
who bought the vine plants since April
and is cooperating with all county agri-
culture commissioners in the area, ac-
cording to Napa County.

Glassy-winged  sharpshooters can
spread Pierce’s disease, a bacterial infec-
tion that can kill grapevines and harm
vineyard production. The insect can also
damage almond and citrus trees as well
as ornamental plants.

Those who bought grapevines, citrus
trees or other fruit trees at Costcos in
Napa and surrounding areas are asked to
take the following steps:
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Hikers participate in the Napa Land Trust Mount George summit hike on April 17.

Land Trust readies for next 50 years

BY BARRY EBERLING
barry.eberling@napanews.com

ELANIE PARKER STOOD
in a place steeped in
the Land Trust of Napa
County’s 50-year his-
tory — the slopes of
Mount George above
the city of Napa — and
talked about the future.

The Land Trust’s chief executive was in
the Foote Botanical Preserve. This is where it
all started for the nonprofit group. Here was
the small seed of protected open space that
spread to every corner of the county.

A half-century after its formation, the Land
Trust has preserved 96,000 acres (150 square
miles). That's more than three times the area
of San Francisco.

SEE LAND TRUST, A6
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On its 50th birthday, Parker
says the Land Trust is ready to
keep preserving land, though
with more in mind than
boosting that 96,000-acre total
as high as possible

“Will the Land Trust con-
tinue to do acquisitions? Yes.
But it will be strategic,” she
said as she stood amid the vol-
canic rocks and rare plants of
the Foote preserve.

Quality over quantity, Park-
er said.

Fifty years have seen the
Land Trust preserve di-
verse landscapes, from a
Mount Veeder redwood for-
est to a Carneros vineyard to
brush-covered hills
Lake Berryessa.

‘The Land Trust might own
the property, such as with
Mead Ranch on Atlas Peak. Or
it might hold a conservation
easement that strips develop-
ment rights while leaving the
land privately owned, as with
some Napa Valley vineyards
and Lake Berryessa ranches.
Or it might give the land to the
state or another agency.

All of this started with a
shoestring operation. Back in 1976, citi-
zens representing various businesses and
professions did all of the Land Trusts
work,

“We are all volunteers,” Land Trust
founder ES. “Si” Foote said in a news re-
lease from the time. “No one is paid”

Over the years, the Land Trust has
grown along with its land-preserving
ambitions. Its 2024 tax filings show $39.7
million in revenues from donations and
grants, and a payroll topping $1 million
for its six highest-paid employees.

What does the Land Trust do for an
encore, and under new leadership at that,
with Parker becoming CEQ in January?

What's next

Parker pondered this question on that
recent morning in the Foote preserve.
She ticked off three priorities.

One involves creating links. Parker
said she wants the Land Trust to continue
preserving wildlife corridors — these al-
low creatures to travel between habitats.
She also wants to connect trails, such as
from the valley to ridges.

“It's about connections,” Parker said.

Another priority is stewardship and
tending the land. ‘That includes bring-
ing degraded habitat back to life. That
includes such steps as prescribed burns,
she said.

“Conservation has evolved,” Parker
said. “We've learned protecting land is
not just locking it up and looking the
other way.”

The third is public engagement. That
means getting people out on the land.

“Unplug from technology and tune
into nature,” Parker said.

Many of the Land Trust-preserved
lands are off limits to the public. A vine-
yard with a conservation easement is still
owned by a farmer. Some Land Trust-
owned properties are accessible only for
guided hikes

In other words, the Land Trust is a
land preservation specialist, not a parks
district.

But Napa County has a parks district
— the Napa County Regional Park and
Open Space District. Tt runs such nature
parks as Moore Creek Park and the state-
owned Bothe-Napa Valley park.

Parker sees the two groups continuing

around

to merge their specialties.

“I think our partnership with the Open
Space District over the next 50 years is
going to really change how the public will
be able to access nature in Napa County,”
Parker said. “They’re not the only ones,
but they are the main partner”

Why a land trust?

The Land Trust of Napa County isn't
the first land trust in the United States.
That honor apparently goes to the Trust-
ees of Public Reservations, founded by
Charles Eliot in 1891 in Massachusetts.

Boston was industrializing. Eliot wrote
in a circular that “the existing means of
securing and preserving public reserva-
tions are not sufficiently effective.”

He predicted nature lovers would do-
nate to a land trust “precisely as the lov-
ers of art have so liberally endowed the
art museums,”

The Trustees of Public Reservations
still exists and has plenty of company.
‘There are at least 1,200 land trusts in the
nation, given the nationwide Land Trust
Alliance represents that many members,
with more than 100 in California.

But Napa County has the agricultural
preserve covering the rural Napa Valley
floor. It has voter-passed Measure P that
says agricultural and open space can't be
rezoned without a ballot measure.

In addition, county voters in 2006
formed the Open Space District to run
nature parks. Plus, the state and federal
government own local open space lands.

Tso't all of this governmental action
enough to protect Napa County’s open
spaces?

Kara Heckert of the nationwide Land
Trust Alliance said there are reasons to
have local land trusts, as opposed to leav-
ing land preservation up to the govern-
ment.

“Its really just an entirely different
makeup,” she said.

A land trust has a unique relationship
with a community that a government
agency can't have. It can be nimbler than
many government agencies, she said.

She pointed to the type of people who
often sit on land trust board of directors.
They can range from landowners to ex-
perts in various fields.

e Napa Tand Trusts 12-member

LEFT: Wildflowers were in bloom during a recent Napa Land Trust Mount George summit hike on April 17. RIGHT: Hik
summit hike.

board includes vintner Robin Baggett,
wine industry consultant Mike Fisher,
retired real estate attorney Les Hausrath,
artist and conservation advocate Chris
Miller and finance expert Nick Orum.

Heckert and Parker both said that a
land trust can secure conservation ease-
ments that protect land from develop-
ment while leaving it in private owner-
ship.

“That is the core tool of the Land
Trust,” Parker said.

A local example came in December
2024. Andy and Betty Beckstoffer donat-
ed an easement to the Napa Land Trust
covering 51 acres of agricultural land on
the Napa Valley floor in the Rutherford
district.

This marked the 12th easement the
Beckstoffers have given. Andy Beckst-
offer made a statement in a Land Trust
press release.

“Protecting Napa Valley’s agricultural
lands has always been a core principle
for our family and business,” he said.
“Partnering with the Land Trust of Napa
County allows us to ensure that these
lands will remain dedicated to agricul-
ture and conservation forever”

There are some big land trusts in the
state. The California Rangeland Trust
claims to be the biggest and has protected
416,000 acres (650 square miles).

Other land trusts have protected a few
hundred acres. The Land Trust of Napa
County fits somewhere in-between.

“Definitely one of the most successful
ones,” Heckert said. “I would say mid-to-
upper tier, one of the larger”

And apparently one with a reputation,

Parker talked of fishing with her father
and hiking as a kid. She studied conser-
vation in college. She played a role in the
Montana Legacy Project to preserve land.
She served eight years as deputy director
for Sonoma County Regional Parks.

When the chance to lead the Napa
Land Trust came up last year, she wanted
the job.

“T've known about the Land Trust of
Napa County for decades. It's a gold star
in the land trust world. It's known across
the country,” Parker said.

Putting down roots
Si Foote helped plant the seed that

ers participate in the Napa Land Trust Mount George

grew into today’s Napa Land Trust.

He was a businessperson who
co-founded TAB products, which patent-
ed a vertical filing cabinet found in med
ical offices. Yet, he said, “the free market
system, for all its wonders, doesn’t do
anything to protect land”

Foote wanted to protect land. In 1976,
Foote started the Napa Land Trust with
Harry Tranmer, Harold Kelly, Vic Fersh-
ko and others.

“Our task will be to search out unique
sections of undeveloped land and seek
the donations of that land for permanent
preservation,” he said that year.

In 1977, Foote and his wife June made
the first donation. They gave the Land
‘Trust 200 acres on the slopes of Mount
George. Today, the Foote preserve is 767
acres.

“For several years now, we have want-
ed to preserve this land,” Foote said in
1977. “The existence of the Napa County
Land Trust now makes it possible to keep
this area in its natural state in perpetuity.”

And what a property. The land the Fo-
otes donated has more than spectacular
views of the southern Napa Valley and
the city of Napa.

“Whoever heard of a chaparral where
the rare plant species outnumber the
commeon?” California Native Plant Soci
ety botanist James Roof said that year.

Foote brought his business acumen to
the Land Trust venture. According to his
obituary, he insisted that the organiza-
tion use a return address stamp instead
of printed envelopes to save money.

Foote served on Land Trust board of
directors until he moved to Oregon in
1995. He died at age 91 in 2008.

“It is not too much to say that without
Foote and his wife June, there would not
have been a land trust in Napa County
as we know it today,” his obituary stated.

Over time, the Land Trust grew and
moved on from its all-volunteer, shoe-
string approach. John Hoffnagle became
its executive director and first full-time
employee in 1988.

Hoffnagle left the Land Trust in 2012
and Doug Parker — who is not related to
Melanie Parker — served as the organi-
zation's CEO until last year. Now Melanie

SEE LAND TRUST, A7 »
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Protected

of Napa County

For fifty years, the Land Trust of Napa County has
worked with the community to protect and
actively steward the landscapes that define Napa
County. From wildlife corridors, waterways, and
wildflower meadows to forests, oak woodlands,
ranchlands, and rolling vineyards, every

pratected acre tells a story.

Diverse
Land Trust

world includes
frogs, waterfalls

and gold mine

BY BARRY EBERLING
barmy eberingEnapanews com

Fifty years of wark by the Land Trust of
Napa County has resulted in preserving
96,000 acres that encompass the county’s
diverse landscapes.

Same af the [and is remote; some is in
or near cities. There are wetlands, vine-
yards, fields and forests. Much is off-lim-
its to the public, but some can be hiked.

Here isalook at some of the properties
the Land Trust has helped preserve, ¢i-
ther through ownership or conservation
msmcm ar working with a partner.

argest property — The Knoxville
Wﬂclhﬂ. .’\rr..t is in the remote northeast
corner of the county. AL 21,153 acres, itis
almast twice as large as the city of Napa.

“Ihe Land “Trust was one af & group of
arganizations that helped buy most of the
land from 2000 to 2005. ‘Lhe property is
managed by the state Department of Fish
and Wildlife, Tt includes serpentine sails
and the Zim Zim waterfall, with water
tumbling down a 100-foot rack face.

Largest canservation easement —
Montesol Ranch near Mount St. Hele-
na covers 7,260 acres, or more than 11
square miles.

The Land Trust in 2017 bought a can-
servation easement on the land for 115
million. The easement means the land is
still privately owned but cannat be devel-
aped.

The original plan was to open 1,254
acres 10 the public to provide a tree-shad-
ed route up Mount St. Helena. The Napa
County Regional Park and Open Space
District abandoned the project becanse
of an insurance-related issuc.

Small casement — Hunt's Grove Park
in the city of St. Helena is less than a hal~
acre. ‘The late Marie Stabo donated the
land with oals to the city in 2005 and the
Land 'Lrust owns an easement to assure
that it is mever developed.

‘Want to see a waterfall? — Linda Falls
Preserve near Angwin offers the oppor-
tunity. A short hilke ends at a spot where
Conn Creck tumbles over volcanic rock,
Unlike many Land Trust projects, Lin-
da Falls is open to the public. But there's
no parking lol, so finding both parking
and the trailhead can be a challenge for a
newcomer. Go to napalandtrust.org/per-
manent-prescrve/linda-Eills for details.

‘Want to see a view? — The Pacific
Unian College Farest near Angwin is one
place o ga. A hike of aboul 15 miles on
a wide trail called Main Street leads o
Inspiration Point. Hikers stand an a rock
averlooking a valley.

lands

Hikers
or mountain
bilkers wanting
4 more strenuous
outing can leave
Main Street for such
irails as the Whoop De
Doos, Roller  Conster,
Angwish THill and The
Mare, Go lo pucedu/
abaut-puc/forest 1o learn
more about the PUC
Forest.

The college owns the
forest. The Land Trust has a
conservation easement to en-
sure the forest isn't developed.

Offbeat and off the beaten
track — Napa County is known
for grapes, not gold mines. But here
in the remote northeast tip of the
county, spilling into Lake County,
is the 6100-acre Homestake Min-
ing Co. land, From 1985 until 2002,
Homestake mined gold from the
MeLaughlin Mine,

Tn 2003, the Land
Trust received a con-
servation easement aver the
land. The property became part of the
UC Davis reserve system.

Todsy, gold isn't the attraction on the
McTaughlin Reserve. It’s the rare plants
that grow in the serpentine

Vernal pools — Vernal pools are sea-
sonal wetlands that come to life with the
winter rains. The Land ‘Irust’s 1,300 acre
Mead Ranch on Aths Peak has some
amid its volcanic soils.

‘The Napa Valley Register got a look at
this area in spring of 2024, Sopped soils
teemed with tiny juvenile tree frogs, Tad-
pales swam in a vernal pool. Yellow and
white flowers by the thousands peaked
up above the green grasses.

Land for a frog — La Vigne doesrt
look like a typical Land Teust project.

The 44 acres of fields in American
Canyon includes a 300-foot-wide strip
between homes, This is nature amicl the
suburbs, nat in the boonies.

The developer of the adjacent La Vi-
gne subdivision had to mitigate for hab-
itat loss, as well as create a creek sethack,
In 2005, it donated the land to the city
and the Land Trust holds a conservation
easement,

The result: American Canyon has a
‘hame for the rare California red-legged
frog. W

You can reach Barry Eberling at 707-
256-2253 or barryeberling@nraparnews
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Parker has taken over the leadership

Toote wanted 1o avoid being per-
ceived as an ardent enviranmentalist
during a 1990 interview with the Napa
Valley Register.

“We aren't tree huggers,” Foote said.

“1 am)" said his wife June, who was
nearby,

Toote added that persanally she is.
a tree hugger, but net as a member of
the Land Trust.

Napa County has had its growth
battles, whether over vineyard devel-
opment in the watersheds or proposed
wineries. The Land Trust for the most
part has stuck by Foote’s approach and
stayed out of them,

Perhaps the closest it came to taking
a controversial stand was with Le Col-
line. Le Colling was & proposed vine-
yard in the mountaing near Angwin
that generated both opposition and
support in the community.

e Land Trust had an iterest
because the Le Colline sit lers.
its 177-acre Linda Falls preserve. It
didn't oppose the project, but favored

The Land Trust Holdings
B Permanent Preserve
[ conservation Essement
Public/Private Holdings
D Land Trust Project

Federal, State and other
As of 2026
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HOATWANN MED A GROUD

“I've known about
the Land Trust of
Napa County for
decades. It's a gold
star in the land
trust world. Tt's
known across the
country.”
— Melanie Parker

shrinking the size of the propased
vineyard to avoid possible harm to
the preserve
“The preserve has been a fa-
vorite hiking destination for many
Napa County residents and visitors,
the Land Trust wrote in a 2019 letter
commenting on the project’s draft en-
wvironmental report.

But when Le Colling came 1o the
Baard of Supervisors in 2023 — the
board turned it down — the Land
“Trust kept a low profile. It didiit have
representatives address the baard

Melanie Parker said the Land Trust
isnt an advocacy group in the palitical
realm.

“We wark with peaple because they
love land. We don’t care how they
vote,” she said.

But the Land Trust is approaching
politics in a different way. It is working
to qualify a half-cent fire prevention/
open space sales tax measure for the
November ballot, If passed, the Board
of Supervisors would oversee half of
the tax money for fire prevention, and
the Open Space District would over-
see half for open space.

Ihe Land ‘Trust is preparing for
the next 50 years. lts mission can be
traced back to these words from Foote
in 1976

“We helieve there are people in
Napa County, in both our cities and
unincorporated areas, who would like
to see a portion of their land perma-
nently preserved because it possesses
some unique recreational, scenic or
environmental value”




