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from chair and president

2009 was a tough year. We all had to do more with less, and many land trusts were forced to cut staff, budgets 
and programs. Although shaken, most land trusts have weathered the storm intact. Just as trees with deep roots 
can withstand a drought, land trusts are thriving thanks to the deep roots in their communities. People may 
have less to give, but they still value and support the protection of places they love. They recognize that the 
recession is temporary, but the land we save will last forever.  

At a time when our country is skeptical about the ability of government to solve problems, land trusts  
demonstrate the genius of the local. We have prevailed because we are small, we know our neighbors, and  
we are accustomed to lean budgets—indeed, for most of us, this is all we have ever known. 

In this annual report, you will read the stories of some of the inspiring people who are keeping conservation 
alive in the midst of the recession: a Texas rancher who set up a program for inner-city kids to camp on his land 
so they could hear owls hoot in the night; a land trust on the Washington coast that figured out how to emerge 
from the recession stronger than ever; and a land trust near Buffalo, New York, that fought back when someone 
started building on their conserved land.

The recession forced the Land Trust Alliance to cut costs, but, at the start of 2009, the Alliance board 
decided to invest $250,000 from operating reserves so that we could sustain services to land trusts at a time 
when they needed them most. Among many other accomplishments, we built a rare bipartisan coalition  
for conservation tax incentives, completed a comprehensive 15-course Standards and Practices Curriculum, 
available free online, and designed an innovative insurance service that will help land trusts fund the high 
legal costs of defending land and easements.

We are grateful for your friendship and support over the past year. Together, we are building a strong future 
for conservation in America. 

David Anderson	 Rand Wentworth
Chair	 President

“�If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”
    African proverb
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Sharing the Wonder 
Bob Ayres

Accelerate the Pace of Conservation

As strange hoots and howls echo across the night 
sky, most kids are unnerved their first night at the 
El Ranchito Nature Discovery Camp. Very few have 
slept away from their inner-city homes—even fewer 
outside in a tent. In the span of one week, something 
magical happens. They become experts on algae. 
They are advocates for clean air. They are believers in 
the wonders of nature. 

For Bob Ayres, introducing new generations  
to outdoor adventures is vital to land conservation.  
“They will determine the future of our natural 
resources. My family has always been interested in 
connecting young people to nature, especially  
those who otherwise may not get to experience  
it firsthand.” 

Bob’s family provided for programs like  
El Ranchito in their conservation easement for the 

The Land Trust Alliance… 

• �Recruited 264 co-sponsors (majorities of both Democrats and Republicans) for the House bill 
to make the enhanced tax incentive for conservation easements a permanent part of the tax code. 

• �Played a lead role in introducing four separate House proposals to improve conservation incentives 
in the estate tax.

• �Convened national environmental groups to design a new land conservation initiative with the 
Departments of Interior and Agriculture. 

Shield Ranch near Austin, Texas. “Growing  
up in San Antonio I saw ranches become subdivisions 
and shopping centers, and I could see Austin headed 
our way. I didn’t want that for our property.” 

After a decade of work, Bob’s family agreed on  
an easement strategy that satisfied conservation  
and financial interests. Because tax incentives played  
a significant role, Bob gladly said yes when  
Lynne Sherrod, Land Trust Alliance western policy 
manager, asked for his help to make the enhanced 
incentive a permanent part of the tax code. 

Since 2006, the incentive has increased the pace  
of conservation by more than 250,000 acres per year 
in its first two years. It allows family farmers, ranchers 
and other moderate-income landowners to deduct  
a larger portion of their income over a longer period  
of time for their easement donation. 

Lynne asked Bob to try to get co-sponsorship 
of the bill from his representative. In 2009, Bob 
took time away from a family trip to D.C. to visit 
Congressman Lamar Smith personally. “I made the 
case as a satisfied customer. It is effective to reward 
families for their time and investment in a public 
good—the permanent protection of land and water.”

Congressman Smith agreed to co-sponsorship  
that day. “He was impressed by the groups that  
the Alliance helped get behind the bill. He noted  
any issue that could bring the Humane Society  
and 30 hunting and fishing groups together is worth 
consideration.”

Word spread quickly. Soon, other Texas land 
trusts contacted their representatives. While the bill 
is still not permanent, it’s closer than ever before. And 
Bob’s policy work is not done. “The land conservation  
community will never reach our goals without  
government money, incentives and programs.” 

Why does he do it? “It’s immensely gratifying to 
know we’re making a difference. I see it every year 
with the kids who come through our camp. We’re 
preserving and sharing something we love.”
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Bob Ayres is the managing partner of the Shield Ranch near Austin, 
Texas and president of El Ranchito. He serves on the advisory board of 
the Hill Country Alliance, the national council for the Land Trust Alliance, 
and is a member of the Texas Land Trust Honorary Council. 
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Board member Ralph Heft is retired from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. Molly Doran, executive  
director, has more than 24 years of experience in environmental education worldwide. Rusty Kuntze, president 
of the board, is a retired attorney who worked for the Swinomish Tribe for 25 years. The Skagit Land Trust’s 
board of directors participates in the Alliance’s Board Member Challenge [www.lta.org/bmc].
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“Walking across that stage was an unforgettable 
moment, like a graduation. I saw everyone waving 
flags and cheering. I pointed to our board and 
staff, acknowledging the countless hours of hard 
work from so many people. It was a great feeling.” 

Rally 2009 in Portland held special significance 
for Skagit Land Trust (WA) and Rusty Kuntze, 
president of its board of directors. The trust had  
just earned accreditation from the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, an independent program 
of the Land Trust Alliance. “It was an amazing  
time. Walking into the workshops, we felt almost 
like rock stars. People congratulated us and 
wanted to know all about the process.” 

For the trust, accreditation was not a question  
of if, but when. “We first looked into it when 
Congress was coming down hard on land trusts  
and threatening regulations,” said board member 
Ralph Heft. “Fortunately, the Land Trust Alliance 
was very proactive about promoting self-governance 
to minimize federal involvement.” 

“We owe it to our constituents to be the best 
land trust we can be,” added Executive Director 
Molly Doran. “Accreditation is a major step toward 
elevating the quality of our work and our integrity.” 

Emerging Stronger 
Ralph Heft, Molly Doran, Rusty Kuntze

Improve the Quality of Conservation

In 2008, the trust prepared for accreditation by 
reviewing and implementing policies to streamline 
operations. “Our previous boards and founders  
put us in great shape,” said Molly. “Following 
Land Trust Standards and Practices [developed by 
the Land Trust Alliance with the land trust  
community] from the get-go was essential!” 

The Commission reviewed the materials and 
met with key Skagit Land Trust staff and Ralph. 
“We had a two-hour conversation about the  
business of land conservation, and I loved it,” said 
Molly. “You invest a lot of time and effort, but it 
saves time and effort going forward. You become 
stronger, more efficient and more effective.” 

Rally 2009 was also special because all of the 
trust’s staff members and half of its board attended. 

“Even in this recession, we felt we had to get  
the whole staff there,” said Ralph. “We pinched 
pennies, carpooled and shared rooms. Rusty slept 
on a friend’s couch.” 

“It was worth it,” said Rusty. “Along with  
new strategies and tools, you get re-energized 
working with like-minded people. Our newest 
board member learned more about the land  
trust world in three days than he would’ve learned 
in a year on his own.” 

For Rusty and his colleagues, education and 
engagement remain priorities for improving the 
quality of Skagit Land Trust’s work. “We want 
to emerge from the economic downturn healthier 
and stronger than before. Our accreditation will 
give us the confidence to achieve these goals.” 

The Land Trust Alliance… 

• �Completed a comprehensive 15-course Standards and Practices Curriculum, now available at 
training events, in print, and online. 

• �Built strong land trusts by delivering customized services to 139 land trusts; presenting 
277 training workshops reaching more than 2,400 people; broadcasting 16 webinars; 	
and providing 65 organizational assessments.

• �Coordinated over 100 instructors, partners and consultants to deliver assessments, training and 
technical assistance. 

• �Developed the online service, Pathways to Accreditation, to help land trusts prepare for accreditation. 



	 6	 I	 Land Trust Alliance

It took just a few hours to destroy hardwood swamp, 
crush fragile ecological communities and wreak 
havoc that will take generations to restore. 

And it all happened on protected land.
The Western New York Land Conservancy 

worked for years to purchase the Kenneglenn Scenic 
and Nature Preserve to protect its lush meadow, 
diverse wildlife and 150-foot gorge. 

A cottage on the property became the  
conservancy’s office and headquarters for public 
programs—a major step up for Patricia Szarpa, 
executive director. “We used to operate from a tiny 
basement with no windows and literally sat on 
file folders. Now we look out over the land we’re 
charged with protecting.” 

However, the new arrangement wasn’t entirely 
ideal. At the preserve’s center was a 12.5-acre 

Taking a Stand
Patricia Szarpa 

parcel, sold by the previous owner to a wealthy 
businessman for his private retreat. Despite having 
access to a shared driveway, he cleared large swaths 
through protected land to give construction vehicles 
easier access. “Our board sent him letters, but never 
heard back. We put up a chain, but the destruction 
didn’t stop.” 

Conservancy volunteers discovered the neighbor 
also started building a new pond and a bridge—
encroaching 120 feet on protected property. 
“Survey stakes were just tossed aside. We learned 
later that some contractors refused to do the work 
because it was clearly trespassing.” 

When the Western New York Land  
Conservancy threatened legal action, the neighbor  
filed his own lawsuit, claiming the land trust 
infringed on his enjoyment of his property. 

After making every attempt to avoid litigation, 
the conservancy pursued justice in the courts. “We 
were confident, not only because of our strong case, 
but because of our preparation. Our reliance on 
sound recordkeeping and on Land Trust Standards 
and Practices was instrumental to our success.” 

The Land Trust Alliance created the 
Conservation Defense Center to help land trusts 
protect their lands and easements from legal attacks 
such as this one. Services include a legal defense 
fund, pro bono attorneys and a legal clearinghouse. 
The Alliance is currently testing the feasibility of 
an insurance program to cover litigation costs.

For the Western New York Land Conservancy, 
victory was hard won. The jury ruled unanimously 
to award the conservancy nearly $600,000 in  
compensatory and punitive damages. In September 
2009, the regional court of appeals upheld the  
verdict, though more appeals are pending. 

“Ours is an important lesson and victory,” says 
Patricia. “Permanence applies just as much to land 
trust organizations as it does to our conservation 
efforts. We appreciate the Alliance’s programs that 
build our capacity and ensure our sustainability. 
More battles lie around the corner, and we have to 
make sure we’ll be around to fight them.”

Ensure the Permanence of Conservation

The Land Trust Alliance… 

• �Designed a Conservation Defense Insurance Program that has already garnered commitments 
for 83% of the 12,000 properties to make the program feasible.

• �Developed a Conservation Defense Clearinghouse and provided weekly updates on judicial opinions, 
journal articles and research. 

• �Provided research and guidance on easement amendments, terminations, ‘orphan’ easements, 
and state easement enabling acts. 

• Created a central source of information for responding to IRS audits of easement donations. 
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Patricia Szarpa is the executive director of the Western  
New York Land Conservancy, which has more than 4,000  
acres conserved in eight counties in western New York.  
She also serves on the board of the Buffalo Audubon Society.



Four years ago I didn’t know what a land trust  
was, but then our firm was hired to lead the branding  
work for the Land Trust Alliance and the Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission. The more I learned,  
the more I was hooked. 

I realized that if we could create a brand that 
could move people like me, we would be successful. 
I’m a mom concerned about schools, about safety. 

Increasing Relevance 
Maria Elena Campisteguy

I recycle and buy organic food. I volunteered in the 
community, but never once considered working with 
a land trust. They didn’t seem important.

Every land trust needs to articulate its mission  
in a powerful way, describing the value to people  
so it is compelling and relevant to them. We can do 
that by putting people back in that special place  
they cherish.

Final Thoughts

We all have a memory of special places from our 
childhood. For me, it was growing up surrounded 
by the Rio de la Plata in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Learning to ride at the age of six on my uncle’s 
ranch. Picking fruit on my father’s little farm and 
then arriving at midnight at the market to sell it. 

Land trusts must make an emotional connection 
with people. Easements are important, but what  
will initially move people to action is what touches 
their heart. 

Think about the “unusual suspects”—those who 
don’t know about land trusts already. What do they 
care about? Then tap into their interests, values 
and needs, and start communicating in their terms. 
Leave the jargon behind, and tell them that the 
health of nature is connected to their health; that 
land for local farms means fresh food on their table 
and habitat for wildlife; that wetlands filter our 
water, and forests keep the air clean. 

We’re losing land to development at an alarming 
rate. If I want my son and his children to be able to 
enjoy their own special places, then the land trust 
movement must become relevant to everyone. When 
people are asked to name their top three concerns,  
I want to hear “Protecting natural areas” on that list. 
It should be that important.

Maria Elena Campisteguy is the executive  
vice president/principal of Metropolitan Group, 
and a Land Trust Alliance board member.
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The Land Trust Alliance is so grateful for all of the support you provided to fuel our work in 2009. Whether you gave $1 or $1,000,000,  
you made countless successes in land conservation happen! Because of space limitations, we have listed only those who made gifts of $500 
and above. Please visit www.landtrustalliance.org for lists of all of our supporters and how you can help.
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Ken and Caroline Taylor
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Our work is made possible by the generous support of the following organizations. 
Thank you for your strong investment in the future of land conservation in America.

Foundations, Corporations, Organizations and Government

$100,000 and above
Anonymous
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
The Carls Foundation
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation
Kresge Foundation
Richard King Mellon Foundation*
The Moore Charitable Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
New York State Department  

of Environmental Conservation
Northeast Utilities Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation
The Educational Foundation of 

America
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
The New York Community Trust*
Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust
Turner Foundation
US Fish & Wildlife Service, US 

Department of the Interior
WestWind Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Bureau of Land Management
Claneil Foundation, Inc.
Jessie B. Cox Charitable Trust
R. Howard Dobbs, Jr.  

Foundation, Inc.
A. Lindsay Thomson Fund  

at the Hartford Foundation of 
Public Giving

Lyndhurst Foundation
Merck Family Fund
Shield-Ayres Foundation
US Department of Defense
USDA Forest Service
Wallace Genetic Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 – $24,999
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Earth Share
The George Gund Foundation
Heart of the Rockies Initiative
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
Larson Land Foundation
Birch Cove Fund of the Maine  

Community Foundation
The Curtis and Edith Munson  

Foundation, Inc.
National Oceanic and  

Atmospheric Administration
The Nature Conservancy,  

California Field Office
NatureServe
Overhills Foundation
US Department of Agriculture, 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

US Environmental Protection 
Agency

$5,000 – $9,999
Bellcomb Technologies
Biophilia Foundation
Equator, LLC
Farrington Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore  

Foundation
The Nature Conservancy,  

Idaho Field Office
The Nature Conservancy,  

Oregon Field Office
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.
Vulcan Materials Company

$1,000 – $4,999
Alliant Energy
American Conservation  

Association, Inc.
The Brainerd Foundation
Brooks & Brooks,  

Land Surveyors, P.C.
The Conservation Fund,  

Great Lakes Office/ 
Midwest Office*

Defenders of Wildlife
Equinox Environmental*
The Friendship Fund
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Horizon Foundation
iStar Financial, Inc.
S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc.
NOAA Gulf Coast Services Center
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt
Turner Construction Company
United States Environmental  

Protection Agency -  
Gulf of Mexico Program

Washington Association of  
Land Trusts

*These grants and pledges were received in 
2009 to support 2010 programs.

Multi-year gifts and grants are reflected in the amount allocated for 2009. Gifts in-kind  
are listed at the estimated value of the gift.

If your name has been inadvertently omitted or misrepresented on any of the lists,  
please contact Kelly Carter Rollison at krollison@lta.org.
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The Land Trust Alliance is the membership organization for  
America’s land trusts. We thank the 1,137 land trusts and the  
236 Government, Nonprofit and Professional Partners that were 
members in 2009. Your support helps advance the pace, quality 
and permanence of land conservation throughout the country!  
To see a complete list of Alliance member land trusts, please  
visit www.landtrustalliance.org. 

Our special thanks go to the following land trusts and partners that 
gave gifts of $1,000 or more above and beyond their member dues.

$25,000 and above
The Nature Conservancy
Piedmont Environmental Council
US Department of Agriculture,  

Forest Service

$10,000 – $24,999
Cascade Land Conservancy
The Conservation Fund
Conservation Trust for  

North Carolina
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation
Law Offices of Stephen Small,  

Esq., P.C.
Open Space Institute
Peconic Land Trust
Western Rivers Conservancy

$5,000 – $9,999
Columbia Land Conservancy
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
Dutchess Land Conservancy
Gathering Waters Conservancy
Metro
Scenic Hudson, Inc.

Land Trust Members and Organizational Partners

$1,000 – $4,999
Agricultural Stewardship  

Association
Barrington Area Conservation  

Trust
Citizens for Conservation
The Conservation Foundation
Defenders of Wildlife
Finger Lakes Land Trust
Freshwater Land Trust
Genesee Land Trust
Genesee Valley Conservancy
Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Isaacson Rosenbaum, P.C.
Kettle Moraine Land Trust
Land Trust of Huntsville &  

North Alabama
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
Naturaland Trust
The Nature Conservancy –  

New York State Office
New York City Department of  

Environmental Protection
Openlands
Otsego Land Trust
Southeast Regional Land  

Conservancy, Inc.
Tax Credit Connection, LLC
Thousand Islands Land Trust
The Trust for Public Land –  

New York Regional Office
Upstate Forever
Western New York Land  

Conservancy

The Land Trust Alliance thanks the following people for teaching or speaking at Alliance-sponsored 
local, regional or national events and writing for Alliance publications. Thanks also to the many  
land trust partners who helped us plan and carry out trainings and conferences. People marked with 
an asterisk gave their time and expertise to the Standards and Practices Curriculum in 2009.

Land Trust Alliance Faculty

William W. Abberger
Mark C. Ackelson
Victoria B. Adams
Gerald W. Adelmann
Frank Aiello
Jeff Aken
JoAnn Albert
Calvin Allen
David Allen
Taber D. Allison
Victoria Alonso
Joshua Alpert
Ole M. Amundsen, III*
Craig C. Anderson
David H. Anderson
Judy Anderson*
Jeffrey W. Appel
Jane K. Arbuckle
Abby Armstrong
Leo Arnoult*
Marilyn Ayres*
Deb Balliet
Danielle Bamford
Michael Barbour
Karen Bassler*
Sylvia Bates*
Gaylen Beatty
David M. Beaver
Melinda M. Beck
Allan C. Beezley*
Bree Benton
Suzi Wilkins Berl*
John Bernstein
Mark Berry
Nate Berry
Constance Best
Lenore Beyer-Clow
Andy Bicking
Kim Bihler
Shelli Bischoff-Turner
Keith Bisson
Bowen Blair, Jr.
Darin R. Blunck
Dale B. Bonar
Stephen H. Bonner
John Bowie

Steve Boyle
David Bragdon
Marian D. Brailsford
Ryan Branciforte
Robert S. Brandt
Nicholas Bratton
David Braun
Jean Brennan
Kathleen Brennan-Hunter
Karen Brisbane
Marcia Brissett
Cynthia Brown
Hugh J. Brown*
Reeves Brown
Rick Brown
Dawn Browne
Kawika Burgess
Tina Burghardt
Tom Busiahn
Brett Butler
Van A. Butsic
Rafael Calderon
Jane L. Calvin
Maria Elena Campisteguy
Jon Carlson
Robyn L. Carlton
Efren Carrillo
Andrew Carroll
Taylor Carroll
Frank Casey
Dana Chabot
Patricia Chambers
Kevin KJ Chang
Rebecca Corning Chapman
Trip Chavis
Graham Chisholm
Glen Chown
Jeanne Christie
Story Clark
David Clutter
Bobby Cochran
Richard D. Cochran
Cris Coffin
Kathryn J. Conant
K. Marlene	 Conaway
Michelle Connor

Terrie J. Cooper
Kyle Copas
Jeremiah P. Cosgrove	
Kelly Cotter
Kendra Cotton
George M. Covington	
Kitty Craig
James A. Daley, III
Tom Darden
Margaret Davidson
Eric Davis
Fred de Long
Richard Gerald DeBacker
Pete DeBoer
Michael Dennis*
Michael DeWan
Nicholas H. Dilks
Kate Dolan
Molly Doran
Sue Doroff
Paul A. Doscher*
Shelton J. Douthit
Lisa Duarte
Thomas R. Duffus
Terry Dunkin
Hilary Dustin
Peter H. Dykstra
Marlene F. Ehresman
Kim Elliman
Catherine C. Engstrom
Donna Erickson
Christine Esposito
John R. Eustis
James Farmer
Thomas K. Farmer
Chris Fichtel*
Nancy M. Finegood
Pat Fisher
Eric Friedenwald  

Fishman
Melanie Fitzpatrick
Donna Fletcher
John Floberg
Laurel A. Florio*
Donna Folland
Peter Forbes

Christian M. Freitag
Nate G. Fuller
Karen Gaffney
John Gamon
Anne W. Garnett
Andrea Geiger
Tom Gilbert
Kent Gilges
Tim Girmscheid
Jonathan Glass
Steven Glazer
Kimberly A. Gleffe
Hollis Glenn
Robert Glennon
Kathryn Goldman
James Gooch
Sid Goodloe*
Cait Goodwin
David Gordon
Christina Grace
Todd Graham
Clive Gray
Randall Gray*
Brigitte Griswold
Karin Gross
Darla Guenzler
Georgiana Hale
MacKenzie Hall
Reggie Hall
Thomas S. Hall
John v.H. Halsey
Jane Ellen Hamilton*
Kim Hammond
Andrea Hannon
Amy Hansen
Lara H. Hansen
Arthur J. Harrington
David F. Harris
Kelley Hart
Bill Hartman
Larry Harvey
Reid Haughey
Ronnie J. Haynes
Will Haynie
Anne Heasly
Kevin Heatley
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Ben R. Helphand
Henry Henderson
Monica Henderson*
Peter N. Henderson
Patricia Hickey
Janice Hill
Robert A. Hill
Tracie Hines
Philip M. Hocker
Jennifer Hoffman
John R. Hoffnagle
Bridget Holcomb
Todd Holschbach
Peggy A. Horner
Mike Houck
Rocky Houston
Bob Howard
Derek V. Howard
Kate Howe
James Hubbard
Laurie Hunter*
William T. Hutton
Jeffrey B. Hyman
Nia Rhodes Jackson
Wendy Jackson

Jennifer Jay
Jessica E. Jay*
Allison Jenkins
Rose Jenkins
Kendra Johnson
Stephen T. Johnson
Jeff Jones
Kevin Joyce
Lesley Kane-Szynal
Mike Kaputa
Bill Keene
Mark Kehke
Robert D. Keller
Chris Kelly
Frank Kenison
Michael Kensler
Courtney Kimmel
Kelly Kindscher
David James Kirk
Kirk Klausmeyer
Jennifer Knauer
Gary Knight
Peg Kohring*
Kipen J. Kolesinskas
Lawrence R. Kueter

Miroslav Kurka
Jon Kusler
Judith M. LaBelle
Susan Lackey
Kate A. Lampton
Roberta Lane
Gina LaRocco
Chris Larson
Kris W. Larson
Matthew Latterell
James Leonard
Jeff A. Lerner
Esther Lev
Robert H. Levin
James N. Levitt
Ronald Levitt
Konrad J. Liegel*
Nancy Light*
Brenda Lind*
Tim Lindstrom
Marilyn Lippencott
Elan R. Lipschitz
Gil Livingston
Fernando Lloveras
Greg Lobdell

Linda London
Annette Lorraine
Roland Loup
John Love
Josh Love
Andy Loza
Martha West Lyman
Catherine Macdonald
Paul H. MacDonald
Krista Magaw
Jerry Magee
Julia Anne Magnus
Tom Maloney
Karin Marchetti Ponte
Dan Markewitz
David Marrone
Thomas N. Masland
Jill Marie Maxwell
Renata Hoyle Maybruck
Carol H. Mayes*
Sara McDonnell
Joseph A. McGovern
Maryanne McGovern
David Metz
Eric Mielbrecht
Ben Miles
Christopher G. Miller
Clint Miller
Edgar Miller
Kivi Leroux Miller
Jodi Milske
Alison E. Mitchell
Jerry A. Moles
Karen R. Molinari
David Monroe
Virgil Moore
Pat Moran
Travis K. Morehead
Donald C. Morrow
Lawrence H. Mott
David Moulton
Sopac M. Mulholland
Karen Munday
Sarah Murdock
Anne K. Murphy
Stefan Nagel
Andrea Need
Tia Nelson
Hans N. Neuhauser
Nancy A. Newman
Peter D. Nichols
Colin M. J. Novick

Land Trust Alliance Faculty (continued)

Dan O’Connell
Pat O’Connell
MaryKay O’Donnell*
Anita M. O’Gara
Laura O’Leary
Christine Olsenius
Larry Orman
Wolfgang Ortloff
Christopher Overdorf
Carl P. Palmer
Nancy Parachini
Geoffrey Parish
Cynthia Parker
Eric Parker
Lori Parker*
Mark Patrick
Mark Pentecost
Kathy Perkinson
Robert T. Perschel
James Phillippi
Jessica Pierce
Daniel E. Pike
Andrew Pitz*
Christy Plumer
Maddy Pope
Brian Price
Jane Prohaska
Andrew T. Purkey
Lucy Quimby
Leslie Ratley-Beach*
Bettina K. Ring
Valerie Ringold
Rob Riordan
Adena R. Rissman
Geoff Roach
Andy Robinson*
Christopher B. Rodstrom
Deborah L. Rogers
Illene Roggensack
Terry Root
Heather Rorer
Hawk Rosales
Eric C. Rowley*
Gladys Ruiz
Dianne J. Russell
Audrey C. Rust
Susan Sachs
Mikki Sager
Frances Sakaguchi
Daniel Sakura
Bob Sallinger
Charles M. Sams

Dave Sands
David T. Santomenna
Jessica Sargent- 

Michaud
Peter Sartucci
John C. Sawyer
Clark Scheerens
Jonathan L. Scheuer
Jessica Schley
Linda Schroeder
Ralph Schultz
Dan J. Schwab
Ann Taylor Schwing
Stephen Searl
Tom B. Segerstrom
Bonnie Self
Jean Sellar
Lena Septimo
Kathy Sferra*
Greg Sharkey
Kevin Shea
Lynne Sherrod
Brian Shillinglaw
Julie Sibbing
Dan Siemann
William M. Silberstein
Tim Sinnott
Stephen J. Small
Marc Smiley*
Bernice Smith
Lisa L. Smith
Tin Smith
John D. Snook
Brian Snyder
Eric Spadgenske
Pene Speaks
Scott Spear
Bill Stanley
Judith S. Steckler
Ariel Steele
Peter R. Stein*
Michael S. Stevens
Elizabeth Stoffel
Jim Stone
James Strittholt
Chrissa Stroh
Sarah Strommen
Michael D. Strugar
Ellen Sturgis*
Claudia Swain
Stephen W. Swartz*
Ken Swenson

Jeffery E. Swinehart
Bruce Taylor
Henry Tepper
Rebecca Thomsen
Babette Thorpe
Peter T. Throop
Richard P. Todd
Patricia Tolbert*
Chris Tracy
Julie Turrini
Mary L. Tyrrell
Karie Ullrich
Rick Van De Poll
Elaine B. Vaudreuil
Elizabeth Vaughan
Mace Vaughan
Lisa Vernegaard
Marie E. Vicek
Sara Vickerman
Connie W. Waddington
Phillip Wallin
Constance Washburn
Brad Webb
W. William Weeks
Lori Weigel
Abigail Weinberg
Barb H. Welch
Nathan Welch
Aimee Weldon*
Jim Welsh
Christopher M. West
Mark S. Weston
Leah W. Whidden
Trisha White*
Jan Whitney
William S. Whitney
Gerould Wilhelm
John Wilson
Mary W. Wilson
Sara B. Wilson*
Nancy Hamill Winter
Emily Woglom
Daniel Wolf
David Wooldridge
Gillian Woolmer
Elizabeth Wroblicka
Willis Yarberry
Keri York
Shirlee Zane
Patricia Zaradic
Matthew Zieper



Combined 
Statement of Activities

2009

Unrestricted
Temporarily  

Restricted
Permanently 

Restricted Total 2008

Support and revenue
Grants $ 90,738 $ 5,827,668 $ 50,000 $ 5,968,406 $ 5,071,647

Contributions

Individual memberships and donations 1,744,447 25,192 - 1,769,639 2,315,651

Organizational memberships 909,778 - - 909,778 920,608

Other donations 29,136 - - 29,136 21,797

Conference fees 910,666 - - 910,666 880,490

Investment income (loss) 345,929 94,243 - 440,172 (113,224)

Accreditation fees 163,250 - - 163,250 219,500

Publication sales 57,883 - - 57,883 97,481

Other programs 13,143 - - 13,143 9,769

Net assets released from restrictions 5,292,069 (5,292,069) - - -

Total support and revenue 9,557,039 655,034 50,000 10,262,073 9,423,719

Expenses
Program services 7,864,304 - - 7,864,304 7,678,945

Management and general 544,331 - - 544,331 630,575

Fundraising 1,434,158 - - 1,434,158 1,425,703

Total expenses 9,842,793 - - 9,842,793 9,735,223

Change in net assets (285,754) 655,034 50,000 419,280 (311,504)

Net assets

Beginning 3,126,225 3,745,355 1,302,216 8,173,796 8,485,300

Ending $ 2,840,471 $ 4,400,389 $ 1,352,216 $ 8,593,076 $ 8,173,796

Combined Financial Statements

Year Ended December 31, 2009 (with comparative totals for 2008)
To request a copy of the complete Notes to Financial Statements, e-mail info@lta.org.

Combined Statements  
of Financial Position 2009 2008

Assets
Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 2,138,879 $ 2,194,664

Receivables 13,794 58,190

Promises To Give 1,937,226 1,393,127

Investments 3,048,777 2,932,411

Prepaid Expenses 144,537 142,370

Inventory 55,230 51,637

Total current assets $ 7,338,443 $ 6,772,399

Property and Equipment

net of accumulated depreciation  
of $809,658 ($740,241 in 2008) 464,518 564,186

Other Assets

Promises to give, long-term 726,444 687,223

Investments - Endowments 1,440,371 1,068,828

Deposits 8,419 8,419

Total other assets 2,175,234 1,764,470

Total assets $ 9,978,195 $ 9,101,055

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities

Accounts payable  
and accrued expenses $ 982,617 $ 515,761

Deferred rent 402,502 411,498

Total liabilities 1,385,119 927,259

Net Assets

Unrestricted 2,840,471 3,126,225

Temporarily restricted 4,400,389 3,745,355

Permanently restricted 1,352,216 1,302,216

Total net assets 8,593,076 8,173,796

Total liabilities and net assets $ 9,978,195 $ 9,101,055

REVENUE

Individuals	 23.10%

Foundations	 30.82%

Government	 16.94%

Corporations/Organizations	 4.82%

Earned revenue	 15.45%

Organizational memberships	 8.87%

EXPENSE

Fundraising	 14.57%

Management & General	 5.53%

Education & Capacity Building	 57.90%

Policy and Outreach	 14.99%

Conservation Defense	 2.85%

Accreditation	 4.16%

14.57%

57.90%

5.53%14.99%

2.85%
4.16%

30.82%

23.10%

16.94%

4.82%

15.45%

8.87%



National Office
1660 L Street NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 638-4725
www.landtrustalliance.org

Mid Atlantic
Washington, DC
(202) 638-4725

Midwest
Portage, Michigan
(269) 324-1683

Northeast
Saratoga Springs, New York
(518) 587-0774

Southeast
Raleigh, North Carolina
(919) 515-0760

West
Missoula, Montana
(406) 549-2750
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ALABAMA 
Freshwater Land Trust 
Weeks Bay Foundation 

CALIFORNIA 
Center for Natural Lands  

Management
Central Valley Farmland Trust 
Land Trust for Santa Barbara County 
Nevada County Land Trust 
Northern California Regional  

Land Trust 
Peninsula Open Space Trust 
Placer Land Trust 
Sacramento Valley Conservancy 
Tri-Valley Conservancy 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation 

COLORADO 
Aspen Valley Land Trust 
Black Canyon Land Trust
Colorado Cattlemen’s  

Agricultural Land Trust 
Colorado Open Lands 
Eagle Valley Land Trust 
Estes Valley Land Trust 
Mesa Land Trust
Montezuma Land Conservancy
Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust 
San Isabel Land Protection Trust 
Wilderness Land Trust 

CONNECTICUT 
Salem Land Trust 

FLORIDA 
Alachua Conservation Trust
Tall Timbers Research Station & Land 

Conservancy 

GEORGIA 
Athens Land Trust 
Central Savannah River Land Trust 
Mountain Conservation Trust  

of Georgia 
Oconee River Land Trust 

HAWAI‘I 
Maui Coastal Land Trust 

IDAHO 
Teton Regional Land Trust 

ILLINOIS 
Lake Forest Open Lands  

Association 

MAINE 
Coastal Mountains Land Trust 
Forest Society of Maine 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boxford Trails Association/  

Boxford Open Land Trust 
Northeast Wilderness Trust 
Sippican Lands Trust 

MICHIGAN 
Chikaming Open Lands 
Grand Traverse Regional  

Land Conservancy 

Leelanau Conservancy 
Legacy Land Conservancy 

MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Land Trust 

MISSISSIPPI 
Land Trust for the Mississippi  

Coastal Plain 

MONTANA 
Five Valleys Land Trust 
Gallatin Valley Land Trust
Montana Land Reliance 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Ausbon Sargent Land  

Preservation Trust 
Monadnock Conservancy 

NEW JERSEY 
The Land Conservancy of  

New Jersey 

NEW YORK 
Dutchess Land Conservancy 
Hudson Highlands Land Trust 
Open Space Conservancy  

(Land Acquisition Affiliate  
of Open Space Institute) 

Rensselaer Land Trust 
Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
Scenic Hudson Land Trust 
Thousand Islands Land Trust 
Westchester Land Trust 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Carolina Mountain Land  

Conservancy 
Catawba Lands Conservancy
Conservation Trust for  

North Carolina
Southern Appalachian  

Highlands Conservancy

OHIO 
Tecumseh Land Trust 

OREGON 
Deschutes Land Trust 
Greenbelt Land Trust
McKenzie River Trust

PENNSYLVANIA 
Bedminster Land Conservancy 
Brandywine Conservancy 
Countryside Conservancy 
Heritage Conservancy 
Lancaster County Conservancy 
Lancaster Farmland Trust 
Natural Lands Trust 
North Branch Land Trust 
Tinicum Conservancy 
Willistown Conservation Trust 

RHODE ISLAND 
Aquidneck Land Trust 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Edisto Island Open Land Trust 
Upstate Forever 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Northern Prairies  

Land Trust 

TENNESSEE 
Land Trust for Tennessee
Tennessee Parks &  

Greenways Foundation 

VERMONT 
Greensboro Land Trust 
Lake Champlain Land Trust
Stowe Land Trust 

VIRGINIA 
Land Trust of Virginia 
Northern Virginia  

Conservation Trust 

WASHINGTON 
Cascade Land  

Conservancy 
Jefferson Land Trust 
Skagit Land Trust 

WISCONSIN 
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust 

WYOMING 
Green River Valley Land Trust 
Jackson Hole Land Trust

List current as of March 2010

congratulations to the Accredited Land Trusts

Credits

Rob Aldrich, project director
Christina Soto, editor
Garfinkel + Associates, Inc., writer
O2 Collaborative Inc, design firm
Ecoprint, printer

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission awards the accreditation seal to community institutions that meet national quality standards 
for protecting important natural places and working lands forever [www.landtrustaccreditation.org].


