
Walk Report: Stroud to Brimscombe & Return beside the Thames and Severn Canal 
Saturday 21 May 2022 

Six of us caught the bus from the Gloucester Transport Hub to Stroud and two 
people met us there.  It was good to welcome Graham back to the Cathedral 
Ramblers.  Our walk took us along the Thames and Severn Canal to Brimscombe 
and back to Stroud.   

The day was perfect for walking, overcast to start with and then the sun came out.  
We started off at a slow pace admiring the restoration work that had been done on 
the canal.  There is a beautiful railway viaduct at Capel's Mill, built in 1868 to take 
Brunel's Great Western Railway.  The centre warehouse portion housed the 
Stroudwater Dye Works. The original canal line was lost when the Stroud bypass 
was built in the 1980's.  The new route, using a different arch under the viaduct, was 
mostly occupied by an old rubbish tip.  The area is now being developed as a 
conservation site with trees, a wildflower meadow, a pond and a climate cairn to 
provide a basking place for cold blooded reptiles.  They are also working to provide a 
"wild play" area for children.   

Ellen was able to name many of the wildflowers that were prolific along the route and 
we remarked on the Green Alkanet which actually has small blue flowers!   

We were entranced by a moorhen family where the parents would not bring their 
three offspring into a close family group for a photo.  The two swans and their eight 
cygnets were more obliging!   

We arrived at the Felt Café for our coffee stop and realised we would not be back at 
Wallbridge in Stroud for a one o'clock lunch so warned the Lock Keeper’s Café it 
would be two o'clock before we arrived.  Peter and Mike ensured we walked a little 
faster on the way back and we sat outside in the sunshine enjoying our lunch.  We 
decided we'd walked five miles and Peter later measured it as 9 km or 5.63 miles.   

The bus on the way home passed the Memorial Arch after which Archway school is 
named.  This arch was constructed at the entrance to Farmhill Park (a large house) 
in 1834 to commemorate the abolition of slavery in the British Colonies.   

I would like to thank everyone for their friendship and making it such an enjoyable 
day.   

Gill 
 


