
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Eucharist  
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity  

 
 

Sunday, 16 August 2026 
10.15 a.m. 
The Nave 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Gloucester Cathedral is committed to being a safe and welcoming place 
for all. The care and protection of children, young people and adults 
involved in the life of the Cathedral is everyone’s responsibility. 
 
If someone is in immediate danger, contact the police on 999. 
 
If you have a safeguarding concern as a member of the Cathedral 
Congregation please contact our Congregation Safeguarding Officer, 
Gill Brook, safeguarding@gloucestercathedral.org.uk or a member of the 
clergy, clergy@gloucestercathedral.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This service is being livestreamed to our social media 
accounts. If you are concerned about appearing on screen, 
please alert one of the stewards. 

 
Please turn off any mobile devices. 

 

For safeguarding, photography and videography are not 
permitted during services. 

 

An induction loop is available for those using hearing aids. 
Please turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ position. 

 
Large print booklets are available 
on request. Please ask a steward. 

Material in this Order of Service is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England, copyright © 2000 the Archbishops’ Council. The texts of the Scripture readings are 
taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (Anglicized edition), copyright © 1989, 
1994 the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. The words of 
copyright hymns and songs are reproduced under CCL 1299149. This compilation is copyright © 
2026 The Chapter of Gloucester. 
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Welcome 
Welcome to Gloucester Cathedral. There has been a place of worship on 
this site for over 1,300 years. Today, we join with the generations of 
people who have gone before us and with the whole company of heaven 
in the worship of God. 
 
The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’, is perhaps the most 
important act of worship for Christians because it recalls the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, fulfilling his command at the Last Supper to 
remember him. Outwardly, the Eucharist takes the form of sharing 
bread and wine; inwardly, Christ is made present to us in a special way, 
and we are given a taste of the heavenly banquet, which God has 
prepared for those who love him. 
 
If you are new and would like to discover more about congregational 
life, please do introduce yourself to a member of the clergy at the end of 
the service. There is also information about being part of the cathedral 
congregation on the website. You can contact the Cathedral clergy by 
emailing: clergy@gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

The musical setting of the Eucharist is 
COMMUNION SERVICE IN F MAJOR by Harold Darke 

Sung by the choir of St Mary the Virgin, Merton Park 
 

The president is the Director of Mission and Ministry 
The Reverend Canon Dr Sandra Millar 

 
The preacher is the Chancellor 

The Reverend Canon Dr Rebecca Lloyd 
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¶ The Gathering 

At 10.15 a.m., the congregation stands to sing the processional hymn

 
Lord, as the day begins 
lift up our hearts in praise; 
take from us all our sins, 
guard us in all our ways: 
our every step direct and guide 
that Christ in all be glorified! 
 
Christ be in work and skill, 
serving each other’s need; 
Christ be in thought and will, 
Christ be in word and deed: 
our minds be set on things above 
in joy and peace, in faith and love. 
 
Grant us the Spirit’s strength, 
teach us to walk his way; 
so bring us all at length 
safe to the close of day: 
from hour to hour sustain and bless 
and let our song be thankfulness. 
 
Now, as the day begins 
make it the best of days; 
take from us all our sins, 
guard us in all our ways: 
our every step direct and guide 
that Christ in all be glorified! 

 
Words, Timothy Dudley-Smith 1926-2024 

Tune, LITTLE CORNARD; Martin Shaw 1875-1958 
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The president says 

+ In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 

 The Greeting 
The president greets the people 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Prayers of Preparation 
All  Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
The deacon says 
As we prepare to celebrate  
the presence of Christ in word and sacrament,  
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  
Amen. 

 
The president says 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
+ pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
The choir sings 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with 
the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer, saying 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The congregation sits. 
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¶ The Liturgy of the Word 

Old Testament Reading 
A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord:     
Maintain justice, and do what is right,  
for soon my salvation will come,     
and my deliverance be revealed.  
 
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
    to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
    and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
    and hold fast my covenant— 
these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
    for all peoples. 
Thus says the Lord God, 
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
    besides those already gathered. 

56. 6-8 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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The congregation stands to sing

 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
   in living echoes of thy tone; 
as thou hast sought, so let me seek 
   thy erring children, lost and lone. 
 
O, lead me, Lord, that I may lead 
   the wandering and the wavering feet; 
O, feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
   your hungering ones with manna sweet. 
 
O strengthen me, that, while I stand  
   firm on the rock, and strong in thee,  
I may stretch out a loving hand  
   to wrestlers with the troubled sea. 
 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach  
   the precious things thou dost impart;  
and wing my words, that they may reach  
   the hidden depths of many a heart. 
 
O give thine own sweet rest to me,  
   that I may speak with soothing power  
a word in season, as for thee,  
   to weary ones in needful hour. 
 
Oh, use me, Lord, use even me 
Just as you will, and when, and where, 
Until your blessèd face I see, 
Your rest, your joy, your glory share. 

Words, Frances Ridley Havergal 1836-79 
Tune, GONFALON ROYAL; P. C. Buck 1871-1947 
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Gospel Reading 
 The choir sings the acclamation and all repeat 

 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the deacon says 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

 
 
Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and 
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 
it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offence when they heard what you said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 
another, both will fall into a pit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this 
parable to us.’ Then he said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? 
Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile.’ 
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Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 
is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help 
me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it 
to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 

15.10-28 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

Sermon 
The congregation sits. 
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The Creed 
The congregation stands and the president says 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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The Prayers of Intercession 
The president says 
In the power of the Spirit,  
and in union with Christ,  
let us pray to the Father. 
 
The congregation sits. 
 
After each prayer, the response is used 
Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 
 
At the end, the president says  

 Merciful Father 
All accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 

¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
The congregation stands. 

The president introduces the Peace 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

cf Colossians 3.15 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
The deacon says 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
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Preparation of the Table 

As the altar is prepared, the congregation stands to sing 

 
You, living Christ, our eyes behold,  
    amid your Church appearing, 
all girt about your breast with gold  
    and bright apparel wearing; 
your countenance is burning bright,  
a sun resplendent in its might: 
    Lord Christ, we see thy glory. 
 
Your glorious feet have sought and found 
    your own of every nation;  
with everlasting voice you sound 
    the call of our salvation; 
your eyes of flame still search and know 
the whole outspreading realm below: 
    Lord Christ, we see your glory. 
 
O risen Christ, today alive, 
    amid your Church abiding, 
who now your blood and body give, 
    new life and strength providing,  
we join in heavenly company 
to sing your praise triumphantly, 
    for we have seen your glory. 
 

Words, Edmund R. Morgan 1888-1979 
Tune, PALACE GREEN; Michael Fleming 1928- 

 



13 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
When the altar is prepared, the president says 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness, we have this bread to set before you,  
which earth has given and human hands have made.  
It will become for us the bread of life.  

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness, we have this wine to set before you,  
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
 

The president recalls God’s mighty acts 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
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For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things from the beginning, 
and formed us in your own image. 
 
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 
you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
 
Through him you have sent upon us 
your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 
The choir sings 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. Amen. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

TAKE, EAT; THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU; 
DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 
 
 



15 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
DRINK THIS, ALL OF YOU; 
THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT, 
WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
DO THIS, AS OFTEN AS YOU DRINK IT, 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

The congregation sits. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us,  
each in our own language 

All Our Father,                                                                                            Notre Père… 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;                                                                      Vater Unser… 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;                                                                                  Onze Vader… 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                 Padre Nuestro… 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.                              Ojcze Nasz… 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.                                                                       Baba Yetu… 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,                                                       E to matou Matua… 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.                                                                                                           Ein Tad… 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Giving of Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The president and people receive Communion. 
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If it is your custom to receive Communion in your own church, you are 
welcome to do so today. If you would rather receive a blessing, please bring 
this order of service with you so that we may know how to minister to you. 

Communion is offered in both bread and wine, though you may wish to 
receive the bread only. For hygiene reasons, intinction (dipping the bread 
in the wine) is prohibited.  

If you require a gluten free wafer, please tell the ministers. 

Those watching the live stream may wish to use this prayer 

Lord Jesus, you made yourself known in the breaking of the bread, 
I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul: 
since I cannot at this moment receive Communion, 
come at least spiritually into my heart; 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you,  
Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 
 
The choir sings the Agnus Dei 

O Lamb of God,  
that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God,  
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God,  
that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 
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The choir sings the Communion motet 

Sing for the morning’s joy, Cecilia, sing, 
in words of youth and praises of the Spring, 
walk the bright colonnades by fountains’ spray, 
and sing as sunlight fills the waking day; 
till angels, voyaging in upper air, 
pause on a wing and gather the clear sound 
into celestial joy, wound and unwound, 
a silver chain, or golden as your hair. 
 
Sing for your loves of heaven and of earth, 
in words of music, and each word a truth; 
marriage of heart and longings that aspire, 
a bond of roses, and a ring of fire. 
Your summertime grows short and fades away, 
terror must gather to a martyr’s death; 
but never tremble, the last indrawn breath 
remembers music as an echo may. 
 
Through the cold aftermath of centuries, 
Cecilia’s music dances in the skies; 
lend us a fragment of the immortal air, 
that with your choiring angels we may share, 
a word to light us thro’ time-fettered night, 
water of life, or rose of paradise, 
so from the earth another song shall rise 
to meet your own in heaven’s long delight. 

Words, Ursula Vaughan Williams 1911-2007
Music, Herbert Howells 1892-1983 
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Prayer after Communion 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

Lord of all mercy, 
we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice 
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: 
by our communion 
keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel 
and preserve us from all sin; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 

¶ The Dismissal 

The congregation stands to sing 

 

Forth in the peace of Christ we go;  
   Christ to the world with joy we bring;  
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips,  
   Christ in our hearts, the world’s true King.  
 
King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings;  
   kingship with him his servants gain;  
with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all,  
   Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign.  
 
Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth  
   the world of time to consecrate,  
this world of sin by grace to heal,  
   Christ’s world in Christ to re-create.  
 
Christ’s are our lips, his words we speak;  
   Prophets are we whose deeds proclaim  
Christ’s truth of love, that we may be  
   Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s name.  
 
We are the church, Christ bids us show  
   that in his church all nations find  
their hearth and home, where Christ restores  
   true peace, true love, to humankind. 

Words, James Quinn 1919-2010 
Tune, DUKE STREET; melody attributed to John Hatton d.1793 
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The Blessing 
The president says 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
+ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
The deacon says 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

All In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

The congregation remains standing as the choir and ministers depart. 

The organist plays 
Paean                                                                   Herbert Howells 1892-1983 
                                          
 
The cathedral receives no state funding or support from the central 
church: we reply on the generosity of our visitors, pilgrims and 
worshippers for our mission and ministry.  

If you are able to give to that work, it would be gratefully received. You 
can do so my leaving a cash donation or using one of the contactless 
payment machines. 

You can make a regular donation through Planned Giving. For more 
information, please email development@gloucestercathedral.org.uk 

If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider making a Gift Aid declaration. 
This allows the Cathedral to claim an additional 25 per cent of each 
amount donated. Higher rate taxpayers can claim further relief via their 
tax returns. 
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Notices 
A word of thanks from Susanna Morris 

My sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to the collection following my 
farewell from my role within Congregational Development earlier this summer. 
Your kindness and encouragement are deeply appreciated.  I remain very grateful 
for the opportunity to have been part of facilitating such an important aspect of the 
cathedral community in recent years. 
 

 
Prayers for Peace and Justice 
Tuesday 1 September, 12.00 noon, Lady Chapel and WhatsApp 
Twenty minutes of spoken and silent prayer for issues of peace and justice. The 
principal focus in September will be our stewardship as Christians of God's  creation 
as Creationtide starts on 1 September and runs until 4 October. To join using 
WhatsApp email reception@gloucestercathedral.org.uk with your mobile phone 
number and, to submit a prayer, email clergy@gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
 

 

Cathedral Community Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 2 September, 10.30–11.30 a.m., Monk’s Kitchen 

All welcome for coffee and friendly conversation. Contact Barbara Merrick on 
01452 504376 or congregation@gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
 

 
Cathedral Book Club 
Monday 14 September, 2.00 p.m.–3.00 p.m., Laud Room 
This month we will meet for a discussion of A Glass of Blessings by Barbara Pym 
 
 
Sip and Study: Cathedral Lectio Group 
Tuesday 15 September, 2.30 p.m.–3.45 p.m., Prinknash Abbey 

Join our monthly gathering using Lectio Divina to reflect on Scripture. Arrive any 
time from 1.00 p.m. for lunch, coffee or cake. No previous experience needed. Contact 
Dorothy Marshall congregation@gloucestercathedral.org.uk  
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