
Community Storytelling Project Lead

About Land Needs Guardians

The Land Needs Guardians campaign is calling for long-term support for Indigenous Guardians
programs and Indigenous land stewardship. The campaign was launched by the Indigenous
Leadership Initiative in 2019 to celebrate and support Indigenous Guardians who are honouring
the responsibility to care for lands and waters. Momentum is building: There are over 80
Guardians programs managing lands across the country and 25 more programs in the design
phase. The campaign seeks to ensure that every Indigenous Nations that wants to launch or
expand a Guardians program can do so. To help reach that goal, the campaign generates public
support for sustained federal investment in Guardians.

About the Community Storytellers Project
The Land Needs Guardians Community Storytellers program represents a model of co-creation
between the campaign for Indigenous-led conservation and the First Nations communities
leading those initiatives. Storytelling is the most powerful tool in the communications toolbox to
reach and activate audiences. It is also a way for Indigenous Peoples to author their own
narratives and shape how the outside world perceives their ambitions to protect land and
preserve culture. The project focuses on creating the environment for that authentic storytelling
to take place.

Through the project, Storytellers develop story ideas, write scripts, film interviews, and edit
videos. They also join a cohort of fellow Guardians and come together to learn, talk about
storytelling techniques and collaborate on shared productions. Once videos are finalized, they
are launched into the world via campaign and partner social media channels to help build public
and political support for long-term federal investment in Guardians programs.

Position Summary

The Community Storytelling Lead plays a central role in the success of the project. Working
closely with ILI’s Creative Lead and communications team, the Community Storytelling Lead
recruits, trains, and supports Storytellers as they develop and produce their video stories. The
Community Storytelling Lead conducts outreach to Guardians programs and other partners to
recruit Storytellers. They build a sense of community and collaboration among the Storytellers
cohort. They emphasize Indigenous approaches to Storytelling and ensure filmmaking protocols
that respect Indigenous knowledge and knowledge holders are honoured throughout production.
And they provide project management and coordination for the Storytellers work.

Responsibilities include:

● Recruiting new Storytellers
● Helping draw out story ideas and co-develop story structure with Storytellers

https://www.ilinationhood.ca/
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/
https://landneedsguardians.ca/what-guardians-do
https://landneedsguardians.ca/videos


● Providing project management, including tracking deadlines, permissions, and
equipment

● Coordinating the Storytellers cohort, including convening meetings and identifying
discussion and training topics

● Offering production and editing support where needed
● Working closely with ILI Communications Team to identify communications opportunities
● Drafting outreach materials, letters to Indigenous Nations leadership and protocols
● Sharing the story of the project with partners and funders

Knowledge, Skills & Abilities

● Two years experience in Indigenous-led conservation efforts, advocacy campaigns, or
creative work

● Based in what is now known as Canada
● Ability to motivate and encourage learners
● Strong interpersonal skills and ease in building respectful, collaborative relationships
● Community organizing or communications experience preferred
● Once trained, able to introduce Storytellers to film kits
● Excellent oral and written communication skills
● Comfortable working independently as well as part of a creative team
● Familiar with Google Docs and Slack; experience with Salesforce a plus
● Video experience a plus

This position will start at about 25 hours a week with opportunity to expand. It is a consulting
position with potential for future employment. It is remote and involves periodic travel.

Please contact: info@landneedsguardians.ca
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