
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF IMPACT AND TRANSFORMATIVE 
ARTS EDUCATION AT BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY

2022

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT!  One Night  TO CELEBRATE IT ALL!

October 8, 2022 | 6:00 PM 
The NEW Boston Arts Academy 
174 Ipswich Street, Boston, MA
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Schedule of Events
6:00 PM	 Cocktail Reception 
		  Level 1 + 2: Lobby and Mezzanine

7:00 PM	 Programming, Student Performance  
		  + Live Auction 
		  Main Theatre 

8:00 PM	 Dinner + Honoree Remarks 
	 	 Level 1: Dining Hall/Gold Dining Room 
		  Level 2: Black Box Theater/Magenta Dining Room 
		  Level 5: Recital Hall/Blue Dining Room

9:15 PM	 A Berklee Music Tribute 
		  Main Theatre 

10:00 PM	 DJ + Dancing, Hosted by iHeartMedia 
		  Level 5: Recital Hall/Blue Dining Room

MIDNIGHT	 Guest Checkout + Favors

“EVERY FLOOR A STAGE,  
EVERY WALL A GALLERY”
However beautiful, the new  
building is only the beginning.  
It’s the people and programs  
that matter the most.  
Thank you for supporting  
Boston Arts Academy  
and its artists, scholars,  
and global citizens. 
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Dear Friends:

Thank you from our hearts for joining us for BAA Honors 2022, one night to celebrate 
and support Boston Arts Academy’s bright future.

For 25 years, Boston Arts Academy (BAA) has been the only public high school  
for the visual and performing arts in Boston. BAA is unique in many ways. It is a 
full-inclusion school, serving students who present with a range of learning abilities 
and challenges, and abundant talents. BAA boasts a highly supportive, academically 
rigorous, college preparatory educational model, grounded in conservatory quality 
arts education.

BAA has changed the lives of 2,000 alumni, providing students with access to many 
opportunities: talent is equally distributed, but opportunities are not. For seven years 
in a row, 97 percent of BAA graduates have been accepted to college.

Since its inception, Boston Arts Academy has relied on philanthropy to close the 
annual budget gap between Boston Public Schools’ funding and the true cost of 
the BAA model. BAA Foundation, an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that raises funds for BAA, contributes 30 percent of the school’s annual budget, 
supporting faculty, staff, special programs and equipment.  

However beautiful this new building is, it is the people and programs  
that matter most. BAA Foundation will continue to raise 30 percent  
of the school’s annual budget, which will grow as the student  
population expands up to 20 percent. 

The ongoing success of Boston Arts Academy and our students relies on the 
philanthropic support and commitment of our community. The unrestricted  
funds raised through BAA Honors 2022 will directly support BAA students and  
ensure they have the resources they need to achieve their full potential. The 
generosity that brought us all together tonight has been immense, and our 
gratitude is boundless. We ask that you continue to be generous in your  
bidding, in your paddle raises, and in years to come.

Together we will continue to uplift BAA’s talented and deserving artists, scholars,  
and global citizens.

With deepest gratitude, 

Denella J. Clark 
President and CEO 
Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
Co-Chair, BAA Honors 2022 

Pamela D.A. Reeve 
Chair, The Women’s Edge  
(formerly: The Commonwealth Institute) 
Co-Chair, BAA Honors 2022  
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Dear Friends:

Thank you for joining us for BAA Honors 2022 and choosing to support our talented 
and deserving students of Boston Arts Academy (BAA) as we celebrate BAA’s 25th 
Anniversary in our brand-new school building.

BAA’s new school building is an investment in our city – our city that, for many 
years, did not have a public arts high school available for talented students without 
the financial support to attend a private arts institution. As a founding teacher, our 
mission 25 years ago was to create a school (BAA), that would provide access to 
opportunities for our city’s talented youth. 

Now 25 years later, I cannot go to an art show in Boston without seeing 
a student performing on the stage, working behind the stage, or in the 
audience. It’s heartwarming to see what we’ve created as this was always 
BAA’s legacy and mission to make sure that Boston, as a cultural capital,  
had a generation of artists that reflected the diversity of the city. 

I’m incredibly excited and proud of the work we’ve accomplished, and what  
still lies ahead. However, we would not be where we are today and there would 
be no BAA without the BAA Foundation. 

When the school was founded 25 years ago, Boston Public Schools could not fund  
the entire curriculum, including the arts programming. To close the funding gap  
each year, BAA Foundation raises the necessary funds to cover the cost of arts 
teachers, arts materials and equipment, and a range of support services such 
as career and technical programs and health and wellness programming. BAA 
Foundation also funds opportunities for our students, like summer programs  
and college scholarships. 

I’m grateful for the BAA Foundation, and for you the donor, for joining us this  
evening in support of the school. Your donations help us to continue to create 
opportunities for our city’s future changemakers. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Anne R. Clark 
Head of School 
Boston Arts Academy
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Dear BAA Family, 

 

Welcome to Boston Arts Academy Honors 2022. Thank you for supporting the talented 

artists, scholars, and global citizens at Boston’s premier public high school for visual 

and performing arts. I also want to thank the Boston Arts Academy Foundation and its 

leadership for organizing this annual celebration. 

 

And what a year to celebrate—this is Boston Arts Academy’s 25th anniversary! For 25 

years, BAA has uplifted, sustained, and even expanded Boston’s social and cultural 

landscape. Because of this new building, BAA will now be able to connect even more  

of our young people with opportunities in the arts. 

 

We’re proud of everything we’re able to provide our young artists, and it’s thanks to all 

of you. With your donations to the Boston Arts Academy Foundation, as well as funding 

from the City and the Commonwealth, we’re able to invite students from all across 

Boston to collaborate with one another and with local professional artists and 

performers. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support, and I hope you enjoy tonight’s event! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michelle Wu 
Mayor of Boston 
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The Honorable Martin J. Walsh 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to BAA Honors 2022. I have long been a 
passionate supporter of Boston Arts Academy. As Mayor of Boston, I got to see up 
close the incredible positive impact this school community has in helping talented, 
diverse young people from across the city to fulfill their enormous potential. 
 
I want to thank you for supporting this wonderful school and its deserving 
students via the Boston Arts Academy Foundation. 
 
This is a historic moment in the journey of a great school. We are celebrating  
25 years of transformative arts education at Boston Arts Academy. 
 
And we are all so thrilled that this special school now has an equally special,  
state-of-the-art facility to call its own. 
 
I invite you to enjoy the festivities – and know that you are truly making a 
difference in young people’s lives. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
The Honorable Martin J. Walsh 
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October 8, 2022 
  
 
Dear Friends: 
  
It is my pleasure to welcome you to Boston Arts Academy Honors 2022 as one of the Honorary 
Chairs. Thank you for choosing to support BAA’s talented students and joining us tonight to 
celebrate BAA’s 25 years of impact and its brand-new state-of-the-art school building in 
Fenway. 
  
Congratulations to all of the Honorees who will be recognized for their excellence in their craft 
and as role models for our city’s youth. Congratulations to Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
and a heartfelt thank you to the generous sponsors and supporters who are here this evening to 
advance access to arts education in the City of Boston.  
  
For 25 years, Boston Arts Academy has fostered a welcoming, supportive, and rigorous learning 
environment that centers the creativity and unique gifts of students. The arts have the power to 
transform us as individuals and our culture. Boston Arts Academy centers the visual and 
performing arts as a foundational piece of educating the whole child and grounding future 
leaders in their own potential.  
 
And the reason Boston Arts Academy has been successful for the past 25 years is the incredible 
network of administrators, staff, families, and supporters who share that vision of transformative 
education. Our students deserve every opportunity to thrive. Supporters of this school 
community are supporting the cultural vitality of Boston, the Commonwealth, and the world.  
  
It is an honor to be part of this school community. Thank you for supporting our young people 
and their limitless potential.  
  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ayanna Pressley 
Member of Congress  
 
 



BAAHONORS.ORG 9

October 8, 2022

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

   

 
 

   
 

October 8, 2022 

 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for your support of the Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s BAA Honors Annual Gala. 

I am delighted to serve as one of the evening’s Honorary Chairs and it is a pleasure to do so. 

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees for their outstanding achievements, and thank you to the 

generous sponsors, staff, and board for investing in this extraordinary school and its students.  

I am personally thrilled that Boston Arts Academy’s new state-of-the-art building is now a reality! 

The Massachusetts School Building Authority, which I Chair, has been proud to partner in the 

development and funding of this extraordinary new school building which will provide even 

greater opportunities for its students’ success. Your commitment to the Foundation further 

supports these amazingly talented and deserving students.  

BAA is Boston’s only public high school whose focus combines the visual and performing arts 

with a strong academic program. The BAA Honors Gala is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of 

Boston Arts Academy and its 25 years of impact and transformative arts education.  

I am so excited that this new school building will allow for another 25 years and more, of 

hallways filled with music, dance, and art. 

Congratulations and best wishes, 

 

 

Deborah B. Goldberg  

Massachusetts State Treasurer and Receiver General 
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The Honorable Kim Janey 

 

October 8, 2022 

 

Dear Friends: 

As Honorary Chair, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Boston Arts Academy Honors 2022, hosted by 
the Boston Arts Academy Foundation and my dear friend and extraordinary leader, Denella Clark, at the 
brand-new Boston Arts Academy (BAA) school building in the historic Fenway neighborhood.  

Thank you for choosing to support Boston’s only public high school for the visual and performing arts 
during its 25th year of providing transformative arts education to our city’s promising and deserving 
youth. Congratulations to tonight’s remarkable Honorees. I’d also like to recognize and share my 
gratitude for the many generous sponsors! 

For 25 years, Boston Arts Academy has changed the lives of so many students. BAA’s students represent 
the diversity of Boston’s 23 neighborhoods: 90.5% of students identify as Black, Latinx, Multiracial or 
Asian. As a full-inclusion school, BAA accepts students without reviewing test scores or other factors: 
17% of BAA’s students have documented learning challenges, requiring additional instructional 
accommodations. Artistic passion and talent demonstrated during an audition are the only admission 
criteria.  

While talent is equally distributed throughout Boston and beyond, opportunity is not. More than half of 
BAA’s students come from economically disadvantaged families. With funds provided by the City of 
Boston, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and donations to Boston Arts Academy Foundation, BAA’s 
500 students are able to thrive with access to an arts-intensive, college-preparatory education at no cost 
to them.  

As we celebrate BAA’s 25th Anniversary, this school represents the best of our city — students eager to 
learn, dedicated staff, and a supportive community! I come from a family of educators and artists, so I 
know the importance of an arts education and I am thrilled to celebrate with you this evening!  

Thank you again for joining us tonight and for choosing to support Boston Arts Academy during this 
momentous occasion as we celebrate its 25th Anniversary in its new state-of-the-art school building! 

 

Sincerely,  

Kim Janey 

Kim Janey 

Honorary Chair 
Former Mayor of Boston 
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Special Thanks To Our 2022 Sponsors
As of 10.7.22

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Stephanie L. Brown

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Amazon.com, Inc.    Boston Red Sox & Red Sox Foundation     Hal and Jodi Hess 

GOLD SPONSORS
 Avid Technology 

DentaQuest 
Pappas Enterprises  

Jerry Wheelock and Elizabeth Wood

SILVER SPONSORS
American Tower Corporation 
 Ciccolo Family Foundation  

Ms. Lara Hurley 
 Lee Kennedy Company  

PTC 
Related Beal 

 Rockland Trust 
SCAPE  

Katherine Stemberg and Bill Schnoor 
The Castle Group 

Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated 
Wilson Butler Architects

BRONZE SPONSORS
David Abelman  
Pamela Allara  

Boston Medical Center Health System 
Brett Bostrack  

Cambridge Trust Charitable Foundation 
 Deloitte  

Dream Realty 
Sandy Edgerley  

Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Barbara and Amos Hostetter 

The Lewis Family 
 Liberty Mutual Insurance 

M&T Bank 

Manganaro Building Group  
McPhail Associates, LLC 

NBC 10 Boston 
Perkins Eastman 

Prellwitz Chilinski Associates, Inc. 
 Rubin and Rudman  

Robert Samuels  
Susan and Bob Schechter 
 Kathy and Gary Sharpless 
 Lisa and Andy Sussman 

WS Development 
Zildjian

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Rafanelli Events 

Real Zepeda Tequila 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka 

Winestone

MEDIA SPONSORS
NBC 10 Boston 

Rumba 97.7 
The Boston Globe
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Event Program
CO-HOSTS

Dr. Anne R. Clark, Head of School, Boston Arts Academy
Denella J. Clark, President and CEO, Boston Arts Academy Foundation

Pamela D.A. Reeve, Co-Chair, BAA Honors 2022

EMCEES
Malik Yoba, Three-time NAACP Image Award-Winning Actor  

and BAA Foundation Board Member

Anabel Gutierrez, iHeartMedia

COCKTAIL RECEPTION
6:00 – 7:00 PM

Student Performers
The Charlie Brown Jazz Ensemble

Musicians: Jordan Volel–trumpet, Cha’Ya Grant–trombone,  
Winston Ramirez–tenor saxophone, Zi Nunes Pina– tenor saxophone and flute,  

Marvin Ripert–vibraphone and percussion, Kamari Lindsey–bass, Kemoni Cartwright–drums

Theatre: Monologue Performances
Actors: Ariel Phillps and Korey Hamilton

Fashion
Model/Designer: Nya Cruz • Model: Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga/Designer: Shaumba-Subira 

Ngolela Dibinga-Robinson • Model: Alison Benavides/Designer: Romina Goncalves • Model: Ni’ya 
Barzey/Styling: Ms. Polito • Model/Designer: Amelia Wolfson • Model/Designer: Jay’lana Johnson 

•  Model: Ezra Torrez/Designer: Alison Benavides • Model/Designer: Iysis Clouden Santiago 
Photographer: Nile Scott Studios

PROGRAMMING
7:00 – 8:00 PM

Student Performers
Spirituals

Vocalists: Belai Abraha, Marcia Bibbins, Kahmoni Bryant, Chanel Castillo, Sanai Cole,  
Mikayla Correia, Iolanthe Demos, Kayla Denton, Reign Dendy, Indigo Diagne, Deurick Gomes, 

Cora Gonzalez, Alyeiha Morales, Nadine Paiva, Athamar Pierre, Julian Rodriguez,  
M’zariah Robinson, Yasmee Sultan, Daniel Torres, Mecca Williams, Zariyah Witherspoon

Dance
Title: Baila Comigo • Choreography Kylie Grossman and William McLaughiln • Music by Tiësto

Dancers: Riquelle Bobb, Mykeila Debow Florence, Anahi Deleon, Alexandria Gardener,  
Andrea Lopez, Layla McLean, Ariya Patel, Schylah Perryman Reis, Feline Pierre,  

Lovell Porter, Jashayla Rivera, Alexis Torbada, Zamy Watkins
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Event Program
Special Remarks

Treasurer Deborah Goldberg, Honorary Chair
The Honorable Kim Janey, Honorary Chair

Live Auction
Benefit Auctioneer Specialist Michael J. Chambers

DINNER + HONOREE REMARKS
8:00 – 9:15 PM

Award Presentations
Dr. Anne R. Clark, Head of School, Boston Arts Academy

Denella J. Clark, President and CEO, Boston Arts Academy Foundation 

Dining Hall/Gold Dining Room
Host: Donna Harris-Lewis, Vice Chair, Boston Arts Academy Foundation Board

Kobi Halperin, 2022 Fashion Honoree
Bryan Rafanelli, 2022 Visual Art Honoree

Lee Pelton, 2022 Lifetime Achievement Honoree 

Black Box Theater/Magenta Dining Room
Host: Jeff Rosica, Chair, Boston Arts Academy Foundation Board

Latoyia Edwards, 2022 TV + Film Honoree
Lee Michael Kennedy, 2022 Civic Responsibility Honoree

Recital Hall/Blue Dining Room
Host: Pamela D.A. Reeve, Co-Chair, BAA Honors 2022 

Terri Lyne Carrington, 2022 Music Honoree
Michaela Mabinty DePrince, 2022 Dance Honoree

A BERKLEE MUSIC TRIBUTE
9:15 – 10:00 PM

Greg Groover Jr., Kris Davis, and the All-Star Berklee Band

DJ + DANCING
10:00 – Midnight

DJ Conrad Cid, iHeartMedia and Rumba 97.7
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2022 Honorees 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT LEE PELTON
PRESIDENT AND CEO, THE BOSTON FOUNDATION
Lee is a living legend whose philanthropic efforts throughout 
his career have touched the lives of many students and the 
Boston area’s underserved communities, including our very 
own young artists, scholars, and global citizens at BAA. Lee 
is the former president of Emerson College, one of BAA’s 
founding ProArts colleges, and Lifetime Chairman Emeritus  
of the BAA Foundation Board. The Boston Foundation  
recently awarded BAA with a $225,000 grant. 

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY LEE MICHAEL KENNEDY
PRESIDENT AND CEO, LEE KENNEDY CO., INC.
As the builder of the new, state-of-the-art Boston Arts 
Academy school building in the Fenway, Lee has been with  
us since day one as an avid supporter of our students, and 
of BAA Foundation’s mission. He is significantly involved 
in supporting our city’s youth. Lee was the co-chair of BAA 
Honors 2021, and serves on many other boards, including  
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester (Board Chair).

DANCE MICHAELA MABINTY DEPRINCE
SECOND SOLOIST, BOSTON BALLET
Michaela is a world-renowned premier ballerina, and one of 
very few black classical soloists. She was born in war-torn Sierra 
Leone, and became an orphan after her parents died and her 
uncle abandoned her. She was later adopted by a family in 
the U.S. who enrolled her in dance classes after noticing her 
passion for dance. Michaela has danced all over the world,  
and has been featured on ABC’s Dancing with the Stars as 
well as the ballet documentary, First Position.

FASHION KOBI HALPERIN
CREATIVE DIRECTOR, KOBI HALPERIN & UNGARO PARIS
Kobi is an internationally-recognized fashion designer, expert 
and teacher, born and raised in Israel. He is known for his 
ready-to-wear styles featuring unique designs and exquisite 
details that embrace modern femininity. His fashion label 
can be found in Bloomingdales, Saks Fifth Avenue, Neiman 
Marcus, Nordstrom and many more stores. He has also been 
executive creative director for Elie Tahari and Kenneth Cole. 
Kobi visited Boston and has been a mentor to BAA’s students. 
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2022 Honorees 
MUSIC TERRI LYNE CARRINGTON
GRAMMY AWARD–WINNING DRUMMER,  
COMPOSER, PRODUCER, AND EDUCATOR
Terri, NEA Jazz Master, is a giant in jazz music, discovered 
at age ten by Ella Fitzgerald. Terri is a three-time Grammy 
award-winning musician, and the first woman to accept a 
Grammy Award for Best Jazz Instrumental Album. Terri is also 
the founder and artistic director of the Berklee Institute of Jazz 
and Gender Justice, one of BAA’s founding ProArts colleges, 
and is a Medford native. Terri actively works with BAA’s 
students and alumni, serving as a role model and mentor 
throughout their journey to becoming professionals. 

TV + FILM LATOYIA EDWARDS
AWARD-WINNING ANCHOR, NBC 10 BOSTON AND NECN
Latoyia is an Emmy Award-Winning Anchor at NBC 10 
Boston and NECN, born and raised in Boston’s Dorchester 
neighborhood. She is a storyteller, sharing inspiring stories 
with the Boston community, and a role model. Last year, she 
made the courageous move to wear braids on television and 
encouraged viewers to be authentic in what feels natural 
for them. Latoyia hosted the live broadcast of last year’s BAA 
Honors 2021 virtual event. 

VISUAL ARTS BRYAN RAFANELLI
FOUNDER AND CHIEF CREATIVE OFFICER,  
RAFANELLI EVENTS
Bryan is a world-renowned event planner best known for his 
customized approach to every project. Bryan has over two 
decades of experience in event production, accumulating 
over 2,000 events in more than 20 states and nine countries. 
Bryan produced BAA Foundation’s first-ever event, and we are 
thrilled to work with him and his team at Rafanelli Events to 
produce BAA Honors 2022.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR 2022 HONOREES,  
VISIT WWW.BAAHONORS.ORG.
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Thank You To Our Leadership
BAA HONORS CO-CHAIRS

Pamela D.A. Reeve and Denella J. Clark

HONORARY CHAIRS
Mayor Michelle Wu

The Honorable Martin J. Walsh
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley

Treasurer Deborah Goldberg
The Honorable Kim Janey

AUCTION CHAIR
Ashley Webb Colleary*

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Hilina D. Ajakaiye 

Laura Alpert
Grace Baljon

Maggie Baxter*
Scott Butler

Caitlin Durkin
B. Thomas Henry
Jodi Wilinsky-Hill

Tony A. James

Lee M. Kennedy
Shellee Mendes
Jerome Menifee

Aisha Miller
Colette A. Phillips 

Eve S. Rounds
Bill Schnoor  

Katherine Stemberg 

AUCTION COMMITTEE
Pamela Allara
Grace Baljon

Ashley Webb Colleary*
Julie Dennehy

Caitlin Durkin
Donna Harris-Lewis*

Kelly Netishen
Gerard Riveron

* Denotes Boston Arts Academy Foundation Director
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BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Rosica, Chairman • Donna Harris-Lewis, Vice Chair • David Felton, Treasurer • Dawn Perry, Esq., 
Secretary • Ashley Webb Colleary, Marketing Committee Chair • Antoine J. Melay, Jr., Audit Committee 
Chair • Alexander Zapata • Maggie Baxter • Michael L. Bivins • Marina Cappi • Ruth E. Carter • Petrina 
Martin Cherry • Joseph P. Hanley, Esq. • Yndia Lorick-Wilmot, Ph.D. • Hector Piña • Susan Schechter 
• Jerome Smith • Lisa K. Sussman, Ph.D. • Malik Yoba • M. Lee Pelton, Lifetime Chairman Emeritus • 
Sandra Gordon, Founding Chair • Jay Fee, Esq., Nelson Mullins, Pro-Bono Counsel
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION STAFF
Denella J. Clark, President & CEO • Grace Baljon, Vice President of Philanthropy • Caitlin Durkin, 
Director of Events & Communications • Dee Alves, Donor Relations Coordinator • Valerie Becker-
Nogueira, Alumni Board Chair • Rahit “Rick” Datta, Accountant • Annie Hayes, Director of Institutional 
Giving • Nancy Levesque, Director of Operations & Strategy • Mervina Rasimin, Director of Finance • 
Adam Ross, Annual Giving & Engagement Manager • Cheryl Sessler, Director of First Impressions 
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Myran Parker-Brass, Chair • Sonia Alleyne • Krystal Banfield • Nancy Bauer • Trayce Booth •  
Michael Bradley • Kelly Brilliant • Robert Chambers • Carole Charnow • Ling-Se Chesnakas • Anne Clark, 
(Ex Officio) • Denella Clark, (Ex Officio) • Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga • Sandra Gordon • Cecilia Mendez • 
William McLaughlin • Lisa-Maria Mehta • Catherine Morris • Nicole Mullen • Linda Nathan • Mary Regan 
• Barbara Rodriguez • Stephanie Rodriguez-Ruiz • Richard Rudman • Noah Schneiderman •  
Kathy Sharpless • Kay Sloan • Dan Sullivan • Jim Supple • Katie Umile
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Anne Clark, Head of School • TyroneSutton, Assistant Head of School • Yarima Ariza, Director of 
Professional Learning & Instruction • Maha Chourafa, Dean of Educational Planning • Joy Bautista, 
Dean of Student Achievement • Maura Tighe, Artistic Director • Marisela Gomez, Head Staff Assistant/
School Secretary • Marina Orlando, Asst. to Head of School/Board Clerk/ Social Media Manager
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
Beate Becker, Co-Chair • Petrina Martin Cherry, Co-Chair • Pam Allara, Chair Emerita • Laura Alpert• 
Jason Amos • Arreen Andrew • Gordon Bannister • Victoria Dozier • Ron Gillyard • Annette Gonsalves-
Byner (BAA P’11) • Leclerc Jean-Louis • Chris Lovell • Michael Mauceri • Gwendolyn McCoy • Steven D. 
Meyers • Karen Moss • Beth Neustadt • Koren Phillips • Kathryn Raymond (BAA ‘06) • Charles J. Reedy • 
Gerard Riveron • Jo Ann Rothschild • Emilie Steele • Ros Thomas-Clark • Carlos Villamil • Celeste Wilson 
• Free Marie (Wright) • Cora Yamagata
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION ALUMNI BOARD
Valerie Becker-Nogueira, Board Chair (‘03) • James Perry, Vice Chair (‘01) • Philip Cadet, Treasurer (‘06) 
• Adam Ross, Secretary (‘02) • Tamika Whitley (‘02), Class Ambassador • Erin DeRoma (‘03),  
Class Ambassador • Tiffene Gaston (‘04), Class Ambassador • Malakhi Eason (‘05), Class Ambassador • 
Kit Spy (‘05), Class Ambassador • Bessie Maher (‘06), Marketing Committee Chair, Class Ambassador • 
Schantelle Whyte (‘06), Event Committee Member • Bobby Perry (‘11), Class Ambassador •  
Patricia Rizzo (‘11), Class Ambassador • Rosemary Onofri (‘11), Class Ambassador • Annielly 
Camargo (‘16), Class Ambassador • Dominic Glaude (‘18), Class Ambassador • Janayah Ebanks (‘18), 
Class Ambassador • Derrick Gillenwater (‘18), Class Ambassador • Angelina Botticelli (‘19), Class 
Ambassador • Travis Ambroise (‘20), Class Ambassador • Matthew Mays (‘09), Class Ambassador
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY FAMILY COUNCIL
Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga • Stephanie Rodriguez-Ruiz • Barbara Rodriguez • Lisa-Maria Mehta 
PROARTS CONSORTIUM
Berklee College of Music • The Boston Conservatory at Berklee • Boston Architectural College • 
Emerson College • Massachusetts College of Art and Design • New England Conservatory • 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University
CITY OF BOSTON  Mayor Michelle Wu
BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  Mary Skipper, Superintendent
BOSTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Jeri Robinson, Chairperson • Michael D. O’Neill, Vice Chairperson • Brandon Cardet-Hernandez •  
Dr. Stephen Alkins • Lorena Lopera • Rafaela Polanco Garcia • Quoc Tran • Elizabeth Sullivan
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Berklee College of Music 
Berklee City Music 
Celebrate
Boston Arts Academy
25 Years of Excellence!

Congratulations to the Boston 
Arts Academy Foundation 

2022 Honorees
with a very special

acknowledgment to our
colleague and friend 

Terri Lyne Carrington!
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About 1 74 Ipswich
Boston Arts Academy’s new state-of-the-art building 

encompasses 153,500 square feet and increases  
the school’s capacity by more than 15 percent.

The new building provides better rehearsal studios,  
high-tech fashion and fine art studios, a gymnasium,  

dance studios, a cutting-edge STEAM lab, a rooftop recital 
hall, and a professional theater. Many of the spaces will be 
equipped with the latest technologies used by big-name 

artists and headlining entertainers.

The building is organized by levels, defining each arts 
discipline for impromptu performance and instruction.

A Proud Silver Sponsor of 
BAA Honors 2022

 
TONIGHT WE CELEBRATE

THE FUTURE OF 
BOSTON'S ARTISTIC 

TALENT!

Wilson Butler  Architects 

YEARS
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ARCHITECTURE | CONSULTING | PLANNING | INTERIOR DESIGN | PROGRAMMING

w w w . p e r k i n s e a s t m a n . c o m

Creating innovative and sustainable 
learning environments.

About 1 74 Ipswich
1ST AND 2ND FLOORS THEATER 

acting and movement studios, film studio,  
screening room, and support spaces

3RD FLOOR DANCE 
multiple studios and changing rooms

4TH FLOOR VISUAL ARTS AND FASHION TECHNOLOGY 
2D and 3D art, styling/design, and exhibition studios

5TH FLOOR MUSIC 
various choral, ensemble, and practice rooms, recording studio,  

midi lab, percussion studio, teacher planning rooms, instrument storage 
space, and a rooftop performance and gathering space

All levels offer core flexible classrooms, special learning, and experimental 
spaces, including a cutting-edge STEAM lab where students will explore  

how math, science, technology, and art intersect. Public space and lobbies  
on the 1st and 2nd floors will double as galleries for both student work  

and that of established artists.
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"THE POWER OF ART IS THE
POWER TO WAKE US UP,

STRIKE US TO OUR DEPTHS,
CHANGE US."

THECASTLEGROUP

@THECASTLEGRP
@CASTLEGRP

THECASTLEGRP.COM

-JHUMPA LAHIRI
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196 Quincy Street
Dorchester, MA 02121  
sweetteezbakery@gmail.com  
718-473-4112
www.sweetteezbakery.com
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PTC uses digital technology
to improve the physical world.

We are proud to support the Boston Arts Academy.
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Avid unlocks the ultimate potential of creative people. 
From the makers of blockbuster �lms, Billboard chart toppers 

and Broadway spectaculars, to students who aspire to bring their 
own stories to life. Everywhere you look and listen, Avid products 

are powering greater creators for a lifetime of success.

P O T E N T I A L  
W E  S E E  A N D  H E A R

TEAM AVID JOYFULLY CELEBRATES 
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY’S DAZZLING FIRST 25 YEARS!

We couldn’t feel more at home in the new classrooms,
studios and theater, doing our best to help 

new generations of Boston’s creatives to shine.

avid.com
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THE BOSTON RED SOX ARE
PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR

NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS AT
THE BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY.
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TAKE A BOW
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY STUDENTS!

We celebrate the opening of the BAA’s 174 Ipswich 
Street campus and look forward to even more 
performing and visual arts to come.

You’ve made us smile for the past 25 years.
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Channelside  |  Harborwalk

Related Beal is proud to sponsor 
Boston Arts Academy’s 25 years of 

impactful and transformative 
arts education.
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Rockland Trust is dedicated to giving back to the communities 
we serve. That’s why we’re happy to support the 

Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s BAA Honors Gala.

Helping to build strong 
community relationships.

Member FDIC

To learn more about  
Rockland Trust, visit any  
branch or RocklandTrust.com

Vertex aims to create new 
possibilities in medicine  

to cure diseases and improve 
people’s lives.

We have some of the industry’s  
best and brightest people helping  

us achieve our mission of discovering 
transformative medicines for people 

with serious diseases. 

www.vrtx.com 

Vertex and the Vertex triangle logo are registered trademarks of Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated.
© 2022 Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated | 09/2022
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to the Boston Arts Academy on celebrating 

CONGRATULATIONS

in arts education!

25 YEARS OF 
EXCELLENCE
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Winchester Co-operative Bank

proudly supports 

Boston Arts Academy Foundation

O



31

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

We’re proud to support the
Boston Arts Academy Foundation.

CELEBRATING

25 YEARS 
OF ART
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A LOOK BACK AT BAA’S HISTORY 

1998  
BAA is 

founded

2005  
BAA’s award-

winning Summer 
Reading Program 

is launched

2009  
BAA wins  

National Schools  
of Distinction in Arts 

Education Award

2013  
BAA is recognized  

as Outstanding Arts 
School by the Arts 

School Network

2014  
BAA establishes 

its first 
STEAM Lab

2015  
BAA is featured 

in Creative Schools by 
Sir Ken Robinson, PhD

2016  
BAA is honored with Silver Recognition 

from the Schools of Opportunity and 
wins the Signature Enterprise Schools 
Award from the GRAMMY Foundation

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

2018  
Building of the new school 

begins and is celebrated with 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

2019  
The structure of the  

new school is completed 
and marked by a  

Topping Off Ceremony

2022  
Grand opening of the  

new school building at  
174 Ipswich Street and 

BAA celebrates 25 years!
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Celebrating 25 Years
of Impact

Boston Arts Academy (BAA) is the city’s ONLY public high school for  
the visual and performing arts. BAA started as a pilot school in 1998.  
For 25 years, BAA has enriched Boston’s art scene, acted as a model  

for inclusion, and provided underserved communities equitable  
access to opportunity.

Since its founding in 1998, BAA has successfully fostered a culture  
of student achievement for Boston youth with unprecedented results.  

We believe that the arts help young people find their voices, build  
creative problem-solving skills, and engage in meaningful ways with their 

communities leading to success in college and careers. Our arts curriculum 
encourages innovation, creative risk-taking, and professionalism.

BAA takes students for who they want to be as an artist and citizen.  
We leave the past in the past and cultivate their futures.

HAPPYBIRTHDAYBAA.ORG

91% of students identify  
as people of color

56% of students are from 
low-income families

17% of students have documented 
learning challenges

30% students participate in BAA’s 
state-certified CTE programs

30% of junior and 
seniors participate 
in dual enrollment

97% of BAA students 
are accepted to college
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1872 2022

1978

Scan the QR code to take a look 
back at significant moments in 

Globe arts coverage.
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www.leekennedy.com

Congratulations
on25years of

education

in the Arts!
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NBCU Boston is proud to 
celebrate the Boston 

Arts Academy Honorees 
and their outstanding 

commitment to arts and 
education.
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Electrical Construction ◆ Fire Alarm ◆  Special Projects ◆  Tel-Data/Security Systems 

Excellence in Electrical Construction for more than100 years
20 Carematrix Drive, Dedham, MA   617.522.6800   www.jmbco.com

Proud to support Boston Arts Academy

in building a bright, dynamic future for  

Boston’s next generation of  leaders!

Congratulations to BAA 2022 Honoree 

Lee Michael Kennedy

for his vision and commitment to community.
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CambridgeTrust.com

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CCambridgeambridgeTrustTrust

Proud Sponsor of the
BAA Honors 2022

We applaud the Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s 
commitment to supporting BAA as they educate the next 

generation of artists, scholars, and global citizens. 

Congratulations and happy 25th 
birthday to the entire BAA community!

We could not be more proud and 
inspired to be a part of this journey.

Lisa and Andy Sussman
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www.bmc.org

Boston Medical Center Health System  
is proud to support the

Boston Arts 
Academy Honors
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Congratulations on 
25 years of excellence
Liberty Mutual Insurance is proud to support and 
celebrate Boston Arts Academy. Thank you for 
providing a community where students can express 
their creativity and showcase their incredible art.
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BAA Honors Celebrating 25 Years of Academics & Arts
Keep dreaming and achieving! 

 

The Lewis Family
Reggie Lewis Jr.
Reggiena Lewis

Donna Harris Lewis
 

Proud supporters of Boston Arts Academy and Boston Arts Academy Foundation

Proud Supporters of 
Boston Arts Academy 

Foundation & BAA 
Honors 2022!

22A Independence Ave
Quincy
MA 02169
617-302-2311
Info@Dreamrealtyma.com

www.dreamrealtyma.com



42

Congratulations Denella, Anne, and the faculty 
and staff at Boston Arts Academy Foundation and 
Boston Arts Academy! May you continue to dream 
big! We honor your commitment, your passionate 
focus on opening doors, setting high standards, 
and providing an environment for each student to 
pursue creative and academic success.   

Susan and Bob Schechter

Big dreams can come true!
Congratulations BAA

Kathy & Gary Sharpless
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617-661-7000

CONTACT US

 
WWW.TGGALLAGHER.COM

BUILDING FOR A
BETTER COMMUNITY

D E V O T E D  T O  C L I E N T S

D R I V E N  T O  S U C C E E D

U N Q U E S T I O N A B L E  C H A R A C T E R

Follow Us
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Congratulations  
to 

 Boston Arts Academy  
on 25 years of innovative arts education and for the opening  

of a new cutting-edge performing arts building. 
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The Avedis Zildjian Company is proud to support
Boston Arts Academy Foundation, BAA Honors 2022, & 

our longtime friend Terri Lyne Carrington!

BostonUSA.com 
Your Official Guide  

to Boston

AllInclusiveBos.com
©City Feed & Supply (Artist: K. Cortese)

©Dudley Cafe

©Kyle Klein

©G. Ortiz (Artist: Rob “ProBlak” Gibbs

Boston Arts Academy Gala.v2.qxp_Layout 1  9/19/22  5:25 PM  Page 1
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A RT  E N R I C H E S  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S 
A N D  S H A P E S  O U R  WO R L D

W
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O
M

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S ,
B O S TO N  A RT S  A C A D E M Y  

2 5  Y E A R S 
of providing outstanding 
arts education in the  
City of Boston
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Congratulations 
Lee Michael Kennedy! 

Thank you for your continued dedication
to all the amazing organizations you are a part of. 

1160 Boylston Street
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-2324
617-264-0393
Info@winestone.net
winestone.net
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Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Jay W. Fee, Partner

One Financial Center | Suite 3500
Boston, MA 02111 | 617.217.4700
nelsonmullins.com

930+
Attorneys and legal 

professionals

Strong 
commitment

to leadership & 
service

31
Offices located 
in 15 states and 

Washington, D.C.
Practice areas

100+

Tireless advocacy, business sense, and working side by side with 
clients toward the same goals – that is the character of who we 
are. A full-service law firm with a national footprint, we provide 
corporate, litigation, intellectual property, and government relations 
services to clients including Fortune 500 companies, private equity 
and venture funds, portfolio companies, and emerging growth 
companies and start-ups. Nelson Mullins is a leader within the 
profession, and we are committed to serving the public welfare.

Nelson Mullins is proud to 
support and serve the

Congratulations to the Boston Arts Academy 
community, enjoy your new school and florish each day.

Boston Arts Academy Foundation



53

Unbridled and breathtaking event design 
concepts that create sublime memories for 
life’s celebratory moments and milestones. 

We specialize in milestone celebrations, galas, 
bridal showers, nuptial celebrations, and 
empowerment seminars and workshops. 

www.endlessflairevents.com
info@endlessflarevents.com
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Boston Children’s Hospital 

Neighborhood Partnerships Program 

is proud to be celebrating 

20 years of partnership with BAA!

OCH_26775_BAA_Ad_5_3.875.pdf   1   9/15/22   3:51 PM
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If you would like to request support for an upcoming program or event for a 501(c)(3) organization, 
please fill out a donation request form at titosvodka.com/donation to get started.

“Spread some joy. Spread some love.”
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Proud to support the arts and 
BAA in their mission to give 

every student an opportunity to 
shine. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EARTHWORK     UTILITIES     SURFACE WORK 

 
Building on a foundation of integrity, trust, and reliability for over 40 years. 

 
269 Ballardvale St Wilmington MA | (617) 389-5225 

www.cavaliericonstruction.com 
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New England Conservatory  
Celebrates 25 Years of Building 
Community with ProArts Consortium 
and Boston Arts Academy
We are thrilled to see the new facility  
for Boston’s talented youth and the next  
generation of artists.

“ Creativity, connection, and 
artistry are fundamental to 
our shared humanity.”   
— NEC + PROARTS PRESIDENT ANDREA KALYN 

Happy Birthday, BAA! 
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Royal Caribbean Group is 
proud to support 

The Boston Arts Academy
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October 8, 2022

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

126 Brookline Ave, Floor 3
Boston, MA 02215

T 617.315.2787
giving@baafdn.org

Check out our new website: baafdn.org

SIGN UP FOR  
OUR NEWSLETTER

LEARN MORE, GET INVOLVED & STAY IN TOUCH

FOLLOW US  
ON SOCIAL!

BostonArtsAcademy

BostonArtsAcad

BostonArtsAcademy
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At Amazon, we look to leverage our scale for
good to help strengthen local communities. That
means combining our strengths with those of
community partners, working together to find
creative solutions that have a lasting impact.

Working hand-in-hand with
local partners to build
strength in our community.

Visit www.aboutamazon.com/impact
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October 8, 2022

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

FIRST FLOOR
ACTIVATED ROOMS

8

PROGRAMMING

DINING HALL/
GOLD DINING 
ROOM

COCKTAILS

SECOND FLOOR
ACTIVATED ROOMS

9

PROGRAMMING

BLACK BOX 
THEATER/
MAGENTA DINING 
ROOM

COCKTAILS

FIFTH FLOOR
ACTIVATED ROOMS

10

RECITAL HALL/
BLUE DINING 
ROOM

Event Map
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October 8, 2022

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

Auction
THERE’S STILL TIME TO 

PARTICIPATE IN OUR  
ONLINE SILENT AUCTION

SCAN QR CODE TO BID 




