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October 14, 2023

Dear Friends,

Greetings! We are thrilled to serve as Co-Chairs for this remarkable gathering. It is our 
utmost pleasure and privilege to welcome each one of you to this year’s Honors 2023, 
a celebration that holds exceptional significance as we herald the 25th Anniversary of 
the Boston Arts Academy (BAA) and embark on the dawn of our 26th year.

Our students and the broader BAA community have seized opportunities to leave 
indelible marks within our educational realms and in the second year of our newly 
minted school building. We stand tonight, united by our collective belief in the 
mission of the Boston Arts Academy Foundation and its transformative impact on 
the lives of students. Our roles within the technology, life sciences, and nonprofit 
sectors have afforded us unique insights into the pivotal role of STEAM (STEM + 
Arts) education and the imperative need to ardently support initiatives that bring 
about tangible differences in the lives of our youth.

Our excitement to Co-Chair BAA Honors is paralleled by our eagerness to witness 
the far-reaching impacts the funds raised will confer on BAA’s students and 
their access to comprehensive STEAM programming. We fervently encourage 
each one of you, our esteemed guests, to collaborate with us in forging impactful 
changes and supporting the mission of BAA Foundation. As members of the Honors 
2023 Leadership Circle and proactive volunteers, we have engaged our networks 
in a collective pursuit to reach our fundraising goal for the evening, symbolizing 
our unwavering commitment to this noble cause and marking our belief in these 
deserving students.

Every contribution, irrespective of its magnitude, echoes the spirit of generosity and 
support, and we invite you to join hands with us in championing this vital cause. 
Together, let’s celebrate and continue to support the transformative spaces and 
innovative arts education that Boston Arts Academy fosters. Tonight, we ask that you 
continue to be generous in your bidding, your paddle raises, and in years to come to 
uplift the future generation of artists, scholars, and global citizens.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the students of Boston Arts Academy for 
their commitment to excellence, and persuing an educational path in the Arts! We 
thank our fellow Leadership Circle members and the esteemed 2023 Honorees, 
whose influential contributions epitomize the boundless possibilities awaiting our 
students. A warm thank you to our cherished community, for your integral role and 
your unwavering dedication to bringing our collective dreams for the Boston Arts 
Academy community to fruition.

Sincerely,

Katherine Stemberg and Bill Schnoor

Co-Chairs, Honors 2023
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October 14, 2023

Dear Friends,

From the depths of our hearts, we extend our profound gratitude for your presence 
at Honors 2023, Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s signiture fundraiser. This unique 
event represents not only a celebration of the arts but also a vital pillar of support for 
Boston Arts Academy (BAA).

As our students and faculty begin their second year in the new school building, 
there is much more work to be done! In order to ensure that our students have the 
necessary resources for a high-quality, college preparatory arts education, we need 
your continued support. A building is just a building, it’s the people and programs 
that make the building work. With your continued support, our students and 
teachers will be able to fully utilize the building for decades to come.

Tonight, we reflect on the “SPACES,” a theme which encompasses the 
transformative journey our students embarked upon in the past year—an exploration 
of creativity, growth, and empowerment. “SPACES” stands for more than just a 
physical structure; it represents a supportive environment where innovation thrives 
and growth is celebrated. It inspires our students to boldly take up the space they 
deserve as scholars, artists, and global citizens.

Underpinning this theme is our unwavering commitment to STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) education. Our “STEAM Dream” 
is to provide students with a comprehensive education that prepares them for 
success in an increasingly complex and interconnected world. With your support, 
we are fostering innovation, nurturing creativity, and inspiring future leaders in these 
fields.

The ongoing success of Boston Arts Academy and our students hinges on the 
philanthropic support and unwavering commitment of our community. The 
unrestricted funds raised through Honors 2023 will directly impact BAA students, 
ensuring they have the SPACE, resources, and STEAM education they need to reach 
their full potential.

The generosity that has brought us together tonight has been monumental, and 
our gratitude knows no bounds. We humbly request that you continue to be 
generous in your support for years to come.

While talent is evenly distributed, opportunity is not - thank YOU, for helping to 
make opportunities possible for our students. Together, we will continue to uplift 
BAA’s talented and deserving artists, scholars, and global citizens, providing them 
with the SPACE and STEAM-driven education they need to shine brightly.

With deepest gratitude, 

Denella J. Clark 
President and CEO 
Boston Arts Academy Foundation 
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October 14, 2023

Dear Friends,

It is with profound humility and immense honor that I stand before you today as the 
Interim Head of School at Boston Arts Academy. This institution has been a beacon 
of artistic expression and transformative education for 25 years, and it is my privilege 
to follow in the footsteps of our beloved Dr. Anne R. Clark, who dedicated over two 
decades to shaping the remarkable legacy we celebrate today.

Dr. Clark once told me a story about a remark from a BAA parent that captures the 
essence of BAA’s mission so profoundly: “This is a school that starts the conversation 
about student learning by focusing on a student’s strengths and gifts rather 
than on their deficits.” These words resonate deeply with our commitment to 
reimagining education through the lens of limitless potential. 

Founded with the goal of providing a unique education model that uses art as a 
pathway to bridge the gap for access, Boston Arts Academy has been unwavering 
in its pursuit of excellence. We know that arts education can be a game-changer 
for students, especially those from diverse backgrounds. It provides students with 
a unique way of expressing themselves and encourages creativity and critical 
thinking skills. But perhaps most importantly, it can help level the playing field 
for students who may have faced significant challenges in accessing quality 
education. As we gather to celebrate the remarkable journey of Boston Arts Academy, 
we also look forward to the new school year with boundless optimism and aspirations. 
Our commitment to nurturing young talent, fostering creativity, and championing 
diversity in the arts remains steadfast.

The BAA Foundation, has played a pivotal role in making our mission a reality. When 
BAA was founded 25 years ago, Boston Public Schools faced limitations in funding 
the entire curriculum, particularly the arts programs that define our identity. The BAA 
Foundation has been the driving force behind closing this funding gap, ensuring that 
arts education continues to thrive at BAA.

Your presence and unwavering support during events like Honors 2023 are a 
testament to the belief in the transformative power of a Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics education. Your contributions enable us to 
provide opportunities and resources that empower our students to reach their full 
potential, fostering the next generation of artists, scholars, and global citizens.

As we celebrate our past achievements and set our sights on a promising future, 
please know that your generous contributions are instrumental in making dreams a 
reality for our talented students. Together, we will continue to uphold the legacy of 
Boston Arts Academy and create a SPACE where potential knows no bounds.

With deepest gratitude and boundless hope,

Tyrone Sutton

Interim Head of School 
Boston Arts Academy
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JPMorgan Chase proudly supports 
and celebrates the Boston Arts 
Academy and its students in their 
pursuit of artistic excellence.

Cultivating 
gifted artists

jpmorganchase.com

© 2023 JPMorgan Chase & Co.
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Eastern Bank is committed  
to recognizing the good  
in our communities and  

celebrating the work of the
BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY 

FOUNDATION

We proudly support the 
BAA HONORS 2023

Congratulations to all of the honorees

Member FDIC

GOOD 
INSPIRES
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www.regancomm.com • 617-488-2800
BOSTON, MA • CAPE COD • PROVIDENCE, RI • NEW LONDON, CT • HARTFORD, CT • NEW YORK CITY

WASHINGTON, D.C. • CHARLESTON, SC • JUPITER, FL • PALM BEACH, FL •  DELAWARE

DECADES OF BUILDING BOSTON BRANDS

We Deliver Results.

At 39 Regan Communications Group has hit its prime! We help individuals, corporations, hospitality 
groups, medical and educational institutions, small businesses and nonprofits clarify and claim their 
brand identity via traditional media and their digital presence. We are specialists in thwarting and

properly managing all forms of crisis

We’ve become one of the largest privately-held public relations firms in the nation by truly
valuing new and decades-long relationships with clients.
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A LOOK BACK AT BAA’S HISTORY 

1998  
BAA is 

founded

2005  
BAA’s award-

winning Summer 
Reading Program 

is launched

2009  
BAA wins  

National Schools  
of Distinction in Arts 

Education Award

2013  
BAA is recognized  

as Outstanding Arts 
School by the Arts 

School Network

2014  
BAA establishes 

its first 
STEAM Lab

2015  
BAA is featured 

in Creative Schools by 
Sir Ken Robinson, PhD

2016  
BAA is honored with Silver Recognition 

from the Schools of Opportunity and 
wins the Signature Enterprise Schools 
Award from the GRAMMY Foundation

artists
•

scholars
• global citizens

Boston Arts Academ
y

YEARS

2018  
Building of the new school 

begins and is celebrated with 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

2019  
The structure of the  

new school is completed 
and marked by a  

Topping Off Ceremony

2022  
Grand opening of the  

new school building at  
174 Ipswich Street and 

BAA celebrates 25 years!
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Celebrating 25 Years
of Impact

Boston Arts Academy (BAA) is the city’s ONLY public high school for  
the visual and performing arts. BAA started as a pilot school in 1998.  
For 25 years, BAA has enriched Boston’s art scene, acted as a model  

for inclusion, and provided underserved communities equitable  
access to opportunity.

Since its founding in 1998, BAA has successfully fostered a culture  
of student achievement for Boston youth with unprecedented results.  

We believe that the arts help young people find their voices, build  
creative problem-solving skills, and engage in meaningful ways with their 

communities leading to success in college and careers. Our arts curriculum 
encourages innovation, creative risk-taking, and professionalism.

BAA takes students for who they want to be as an artist and citizen.  
We leave the past in the past and cultivate their futures.

HAPPYBIRTHDAYBAA.ORG

91% of students identify  
as people of color

56% of students are from 
low-income families

17% of students have documented 
learning challenges

30% students participate in BAA’s 
state-certified CTE programs

30% of junior and 
seniors participate 
in dual enrollment

97% of BAA students 
are accepted to college
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New England
Conservatory is
proud to support
BAA and the
development of the
next generation of
artists and
musicians in
Boston. 

C r e a t i v i t y ,
c o n n e c t i o n ,  a n d

a r t i s t r y  a r e
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o

o u r  s h a r e d
h u m a n i t y .

—  N E C  +  P r o A r t s  P r e s i d e n t ,
A n d r e a  K a l y n

“

”
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

We’re proud to support the Boston Arts Academy  
in their mission to educate the next generation  

of artists, scholars, and global citizens.

THE ART OF CARING

Berklee is proud to support
BAA and congratulates this
year’s awardees.
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Event Map

We speak  
health equity
Boston Medical Center’s  
Health Equity Accelerator is 
working towards eliminating  
the race-based health equity 
gap. By bringing together  
BMC’s data-driven clinical 
insights and community-based 
research, we aim to make  
healthcare equitable for all.

BMC.org

CambridgeTrust.com

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CCambridgeambridgeTrustTrust

Proud Sponsor of the
BAA Honors 2023

We applaud the Boston Arts Academy Foundation’s 
commitment to supporting BAA as they educate the next 

generation of artists, scholars, and global citizens. 
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Emerson College is a

proud sponsor of BAA Honors 2023.

to all of the honorees being recognized

during this celebratory weekend.
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Event Map

v i l l a g e a u t o m o t i v e . c o m
Audi Norwell • Boston Volvo • Brigham-Gill Village Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram  

• GMC Danvers • Honda Village • McLaren Boston • North Shore Nissan  
• Polestar Boston • Porsche Norwell • Volvo Danvers

MENTION THIS AD AT ANY OF OUR VILLAGE LOCATIONS  
AND WE'LL DONATE $250 TO THE BAA IF YOU PURCHASE A VEHICLE FROM US!
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⁻⁻Equal⁻ousing⁻ender⁻©⁻T⁻Bank⁻ember⁻DC

Finding inspiration
is important. 

At M&T Bank, we understand how important the arts are to a vibrant 
community. That’s why we offer our time, energy and resources to 
support artists of all kinds, and encourage others to do the same. 
Learn more at mtb.com.
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Congratulations to Katherine and Bill on
 co-chairing a wonderful event! 

What a success!

Committed to cultivating
the next generation of thinkers,
up-standers and peacemakers.

25 YEARS
Congratulations

Of Leading The Way
CHEERS TO THE 2023 HONOREES

Community partners bring talent, wisdom and passion to our mission. 

BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY 
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THE BOSTON RED SOX ARE
PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR

NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS AT
THE BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY.
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https://www.flytailwind.com/ 

Boston Arts Academy Foundation

HONORED sponsor of
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Lee Kennedy Company

Is Proud To Support Boston Arts Academy

BUILDING
BETTER
FUTURES.

www.leekennedy.com
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Channelside  |  Harborwalk

Related Beal is proud to sponsor 
Boston Arts Academy’s 25 years of 

impactful and transformative 
arts education.
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At Amazon, we look to leverage our scale for
good to help strengthen local communities. That
means combining our strengths with those of
community partners, working together to find
creative solutions that have a lasting impact.

Working hand-in-hand with
local partners to build
strength in our community.

Visit www.aboutamazon.com/impact
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We proudly support Boston Arts 
Academy to help advance tomorrow’s 
creators—and develop the next 
generation of artists, scholars, 
and global citizens.

AVID POWERS GREATER CREATORS.

People who create media become greater creators
with Avid’s award-winning technology solutions 
to make today’s most celebrated video and audio 
content—from iconic movies and bingeworthy TV 
series, to network news and sports, to recorded 
music and the live stage.

avid.com

T E A C H I N G

C R E A T O R S

G R E A T E R
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Vertex creates new possibilities 
 in medicine so people with  

seriOus diseases can live better lives.
We work with leading researchers, doctors,  

public health experts and other collaborators who  
share our vision for transforming the lives of people  

with serious diseases, their families and society.

www.vrtx.com 

©2023 Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated 
Vertex and the Vertex triangle logo are registered trademarks of Vertex Pharmaceuticals Incorporated.   
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