
F. Hoffmann-La Roche & Co is 
founded in Basel by Fritz Hoffmann-
La Roche, aged just 26 years. His 
mission: to produce medicines 
industrially outside the pharmacy and 
distribute internationally to advance 
the fight against diseases

Roche develops the medicine Astiban, 
for the treatment of the tropical 
disease, schistosomiasis

Roche introduces the class 
of tranquilisers known as 
benzodiazepines, including Valium 
(US FDA approved in 1963), Librium 
(US FDA approved in 1960) and, later, 
Rohypnol
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Markus Guggenheim, Roche chemist, 
publishes study of biogenic amines, 
which enhances Roche’s standing in 
the scientific community

US expansion, includes 
manufacturing plant opening in 
Nutley, locally producing a range 
of products such as Allonal, a 
barbiturate

The first mass-manufactured Roche 
brand name product is launched: 
Airol for the treatment of wound 
infections

Aiodin (to prevent goitre) becomes 
the first product to receive a patent 
and scientific publication, attracting 
considerable attention for Roche

Cough syrup Sirolin is developed, 
containing its own active ingredient, 
Thiocol, an antitubercular agent, and 
goes on to become a bestseller

Opiate preparation Pantopon is 
developed for use as a painkiller, 
tranquiliser and sleep aid

Roche develops Bepanthen as a 
wound healing ointment

Emil Christoph Barell becomes 
Chairman of the Board. Roche has 
branches in 35 countries on five 
continents, employing ~1800 people

Roche enters the cosmetics sector, 
establishing the Pantene Corporation. 
The company now employs around 
4000 employees, including 1200 in 
Basel and 2000 in Nutley

First World War spells international 
and financial crisis for Roche with 
no access to its main manufacturing 
plant in Grenzach, Germany. The 
Russian Revolution outbreak in 
1917 means a loss of assets in a key 
market. Roche responds by legally 
transforming to a Limited Company 
in 1919

Roche opens its first branch in 
Shanghai, China

Heart tonic Digalen launches 
in heart-shaped bottles, a key 
innovation for the company. Based 
on research by pharmacology 
Professor Max Cloëtta into the active 
ingredient of the foxglove plant, 
digitalis, which is used to strengthen 
heart contractions and slow down 
the pulse

Maja Hoffmann-Stehlin creates the 
Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation, 
dedicated to collecting works of art 
and making them accessible to the 
public

Basel Swiss HQ expansion of 
administrative Building 21 in an 
elegantly simplistic style, designed by 
Bern architect Otto R. Salvisberg

Roche acquires Tadeusz Reichstein’s 
process for synthesising vitamin C 
and scales up for mass production 
under the brand name Redoxon. 
Roche becomes the first company to 
mass produce synthetic vitamin C

By 1912, the company has branches in nine countries across three continents. 
By 1914, Fritz Hoffmann-La Roche and new partner Carl Meerwein have built a 
network of European and overseas subsidiaries including offices in Milan, New 
York, St. Petersburg and London, with 700 employees 

Second World War: Roche moves HQ 
to Lausanne, away from international 
borders for security. Company is 
temporarily divided into two corporate 
groups in case of take over during 
this time period: 
All territories in continental Europe 
serviced by F. Hoffmann-La Roche & 
Co. Ltd in Basel; the UK and all other 
territories managed by SAPAC Inc., 
based in Montevideo, Uruguay

Roche expands into manufacturing fragrances and flavours, acquiring 
Givaudan S.A., and Roure Bertrand Dupont

A period of focus on pharmaceutical research in diverse sectors including 
oncology (chemotherapy), anti-depressants and anti-microbials. Key discovery 
of benzodiazepine class compounds: sedatives which do not cause drowsiness

Roche develops the anticoagulant 
Marcoumar

The company reaches 19,000 
employees worldwide, forming new 
subsidiaries around the globe, such 
as India and Mexico

A time of diversification: 
bioelectronics departments are 
established to develop electronic 
medical instruments, Rocom and 
Medicovision are established for 
medical publishing purposes, and 
Roche expands into agrochemicals 
with purchase of R. Maag AG, a plant 
protection company

Roche begins biomedical research, 
establishing the Roche Institute of 
Molecular Biology at Nutley

Roche develops Madopar for the 
treatment of Parkinson’s disease, 
winning the Prix Galien in 1974 – the 
first of over 27 awards for Roche 
products

Roche Institute of Molecular Biology 
isolates a pure interferon alpha. Leads 
to joint project between Roche Nutley 
and biotech Genentech to produce a 
genetically engineered version

Niels Kaj Jerne, the first director of 
the Basel Institute of Immunology, 
is awarded the Nobel Prize for 
medicine. The award is shared with 
George Köhler and César Milstein, 
for their work developing a process 
for producing monoclonal antibodies, 
revolutionising biological research

Roche develops Roferon-A, a 
genetically engineered cancer 
therapeutic for rare forms of cancer

Roche acquires worldwide marketing 
rights to polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) technology, paving the way for 
fast, specific diagnostic testing and 
one of the most important scientific 
advances of the 20th century

Roche begins the Transnet-
Phelophepa initiative - trains 
operating as free, mobile health 
clinics travelling through rural South 
Africa

Shanghai Roche Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd. (SRPL) is established

Cancer drug Mabthera is approved 
in the US in 1997 and the EU in 1998, 
the first drug of the monoclonal 
antibody series

The US FDA approves Tamiflu to treat influenza and Xenical to treat obesity 

Roche receives approval for medicines Pegasys (in Switzerland) and Xeloda  
(US and EU), treating hepatitis C and hepatitis B, and colorectal cancer, respectively

Roche introduces the following medicines in the US: Fuzeon, a fusion 
inhibitor for the treatment of HIV infection; Xolair, a humanized antibody for 
the treatment of asthma; and AmpliChip CYP450, a pharmacogenomics chip 
for the study of metabolic processes

Roche receives the first Financial Times Citi Private Bank Environment Award 
for the greatest improvement in carbon efficiency by a large enterprise both 
on a European and a global level

Avastin is approved in the US for use in metastatic colorectal cancer when 
used with standard chemotherapy treatment (as first-line treatment) and later 
by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) in 2005. Tarceva is approved in the 
US for non-small cell lung cancer in 2004 and by the EMA in 2005

Significant acquisitions include: 
BioVeris which expands Roche’s 
immunochemistry business; 
NimbleGen, allowing access to DNA 
microarrays, and Ventana Medical 
Systems, bolstering Roche’s medical 
diagnostics business using Ventana’s 
cancer detection technology

Roche introduces the modular cobas 
8000 analysis line in the US, which 
can process up to 10,000 samples 
per day

Roche launches targeted treatments 
for specific types of cancer following 
their US FDA approvals in 2012 
and 2013: Perjeta and Kadycyla to 
treat HER2-positive breast cancer; 
Erivedge, a novel signal pathway 
inhibitor for advanced skin cancer; 
and Gazyva, the first antibody 
produced by glycol-engineering

Alecensa is granted accelerated 
approval by the US FDA for the 
treatment of advanced ALK-positive 
lung cancer

Roche launches Ocrevus for 
two types of multiple sclerosis 
and Hemlibra for haemophilia A, 
following US FDA approval

GenMark Diagnostics acquisition is completed in April to broaden Roche’s 
molecular lab portfolio and reinforce Roche’s commitment to fight infectious 
diseases and antibiotic resistance 

Over the last 125 years, Roche has 
remained a family-owned company 
and has demonstrated commitment 
to improving people’s health by being 
at the forefront of innovation, and will 
continue to do so for the next 125 
years and beyond

The FDA approves medicines Evrysdi, 
for spinal muscular atrophy, and 
Enspryng, for neuromyelitis optica 
spectrum disorder

Roche’s HPV Cobas 4800 test, to allow detection of cervical cancer, wins the 
Prix Galien as the best diagnostic test in 2014

Acquisition of key companies: Foundation Medicine in 2015 to create 
individual tumour profiles; Flatiron Health, to expand Roche’s health data 
expertise in 2018; and Spark Therapeutics in 2019 to develop innovative gene 
therapies

Roche is making a significant effort globally to assist the fight against 
COVID-19. By 2021, Roche has developed 17 diagnostic tests that help to 
detect and diagnose the infection and thereby help to prevent the spread of 
the pandemic, and are providing digital support to healthcare systems around 
the world

Roche has one of the broadest 
pipelines in the industry with 17 
NMEs in late-stage development, 
and 32 medicines currently included 
on the WHO Model List of Essential 
Medicines

Roche employs 101,000 people 
worldwide, including 14,400 in 
Switzerland

Roche is recognised as the most 
sustainable healthcare company 
worldwide in the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index. Roche goes on 
to be recognised as one of the most 
sustainable companies a further 11 
times in a row

US FDA approves Zelboraf for 
BRAF-mutated skin cancer alongside 
a companion diagnostic test for 
detection of the BRAF V600 mutation

Full integration of biotech pioneer 
Genentech solidifies focus on 
innovation, biotechnology and 
the move towards personalised 
healthcare

Roche recieves US FDA approval for the immunosuppressant CellCept and 
the protease inhibitor for the treatment of AIDS, Invirase

Roche receives US FDA approval 
approval for Herceptin, a therapeutic 
antibody against HER2+ metastatic 
breast cancer

The US FDA approves Neupogen, 
used to stimulate the growth of 
white blood cells in people with 
low neutrophil counts, common in 
HIV, chemotherapy and radiation 
poisoning

Roche acquires a majority stake in 
Genentech Inc.

Founding of Roche Molecular 
Systems, which brings Amplicor to 
market in 1993, the first PCR-based 
test to detect HIV viral load

The Cobas Bio is the first automated 
laboratory diagnostic device to be 
developed in-house by Roche

Roche opens the Basel Institute for 
Immunology 

Bactrim is developed for the treatment 
of bacterial infections (currently a 
WHO listed essential medicine)

The US FDA approves 5-Flourouracil, 
the first standardised cancer 
medicine, used to treat multiple solid 
tumours

Alice Keller becomes Roche’s first 
female senior executive (Tokyo, Japan)

Sleeping pill Allonal, the company’s 
first synthetic product, is developed 

Fritz Hoffmann-La Roche, founding 
father of the company and visionary 
passes away at the age of 52, due 
to kidney disease. Chemist and 
key member Emil Christoph Barell, 
who joined the company in 1896, 
becomes Chief Executive and 
conducts a large restructuring effort

Product milestones

Company milestones

Historical dates

Dr Adolf Walter Jann, then Chairman of Roche, acquires several entities, 
including the diagnostics unit of Chemische Fabrik Schweizerhalle, forming the 
core of Roche’s future Diagnostics Division

A range of new products are 
introduced in the US: the anaesthetic, 
Dormicum; the acne medication, 
Roaccutane; psoriasis treatment, 
Tigason; and the antibiotic Rocephin 
(currently a WHO listed essential 
medicine). Roche Diagnostics also 
introduces the first product based 
on monoclonal antibodies, the CEA 
cancer test

Susumu Tonegawa a researcher at the 
Basel Institute of Immunology (1972-
1981), is awarded the Nobel Prize for 
medicine for his work on antibody 
gene segments

Roche acquires Boehringer-
Mannheim to form the combined 
diagnostic group, Roche Diagnostics, 
the largest diagnostic firm in the 
world 

Actemra/RoActemra is approved as a 
rheumatoid arthritis treatment in the 
EU in 2009 and in the US in 2010

Roche restructures to focus on biotechnology, merging with Chugai in 
2002, and paving the way for innovation in personalised healthcare. In 2006, 
the company focuses on two core business areas: pharmaceutical and 
diagnostics, divesting of the vitamins and chemicals, and fragrances and 
flavours arms

The first Roche Children‘s Walk takes place, raising money for children’s 
projects around the world

2000-2006

2004-2005

2007-2008

2012-2013

Dr Severin Schwan becomes CEO, 
after being with the company since 
1993 when he began as a trainee

2015-2019

2020-2021

1950-1962

1953

1952
US FDA approval of Rimifon for 
pulmonary tuberculosis (currently a 
World Health Organization [WHO] 
listed essential medicine)

Tecentriq receives approval from 
the US FDA for adults with a type of 
metastatic non-small cell lung cancer
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