
Happy Learning Partnership

READING POLICY

Successful Learners   Confident Individuals   Responsible Citizens   Effective Contributors

Healthy and Active   Safe and Nurtured   Included and Respected   Reaching their Full Potential

"La Houguette Primary School aims to be a school where staff, parents and the community work in
partnership to inspire and empower their children to explore, learn and understand the value of hard
work and effort in order to challenge themselves to be the best they can be. They focus on exciting,
creative teaching and learning and strive to develop happy, motivated children who show consideration,
are inclusive, respect and understand others and their environment. Our La Houguette values underpin
all that we do. They can help pupils understand right from wrong and they can also help to shape the
mindsets and behaviour of future adults."

Aims:

This document aims to show La Houguette Primary School’s reading ethos and how it is practised

through discretely taught phonics and reading sessions as well as other areas across the school

and curriculum. It sets out a series of expectations for teachers, providing clarity for all members of staff

to ensure that all our pupils are provided with a rich and varied learning experience that aims to develop

the children as lifelong readers. Through the curriculum, and our practice, we strive to develop a culture

of reading through consistent use of high quality texts that demonstrate aspirational language and

grammatical structure; a variety of texts that inspire and enthuse children; texts with themes that help

our children to develop and promote the La Houguette's school values as well as ensuring their personal,

social, spiritual and emotional needs are met and where children are able to progress and reach their full

potential.

We aim to facilitate this through:

● High quality teaching of phonics using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, a systematic and

synthetic phonics programme

● Provision of high-quality books for children to access in school and from home, which expose

children to a wide vocabulary and help to develop high-quality discussion.

● A rich and varied curriculum which is linked to high quality texts (See the Reading Spine - linked

in the Appendix)

● Reading opportunities throughout the day

● Visiting authors and reading experiences which foster a love of reading



● Reading activities which challenge children and enable them to reach their targets

● Opportunities to apply reading skills to school-based tasks and home-based tasks in all

curriculum areas

● Opportunities to develop high-level discussion around a range of texts

Children’s Rights

Through our teaching of reading, the following rights from the CRC are respected:

● Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) and Article 13 (freedom of expression) - These

rights are respected through Guided Reading discussions

● Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) and Article 30 (children from minority or

indigenous groups) - These rights are respected through provision of a range of texts that

explore different religions and cultures

● Article 15 (freedom of association) - This right is respected through the Schools’ Library Service

reading clubs

● Article 28 (right to education) - This right is respected through the teaching of reading

● Article 29 (goals of education) - This right is respected through the teaching of reading which

ensures that all children develop their reading ability to the full
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Teaching of Reading

Across the school, teachers plan effectively to ensure that children have the opportunity to develop and

apply their reading skills in a range of contexts and curriculum areas. Weekly reading planning is

available on Google Drive and plans are shared across the year group to ensure a consistent approach in

the teaching of reading.

EYFS

In EYFS, children are exposed to stories and high-quality texts which engage and interest them. Teachers

are enthusiastic about reading, and share their excitement of books with children. Interaction between

talking, reading and writing is consolidated and children are encouraged to explore and make links.

Children are read to daily, and they are encouraged to respond to stories both verbally and in

literacy-based activities. Regular opportunities are given for children to retell and act out stories using

props and story maps. Furthermore, they have opportunities to respond to books in the writing areas

and role play areas.

We start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

progression which ensures that children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code,

mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through the school.  As a result, our children are able

to tackle any unfamiliar words as they read.  Fully decodable books are carefully matched to the

children’s phonic knowledge so that they do not have to rely on less successful strategies when reading

independently, such as guessing words. Instead, the books contain letters, sounds and words that have

been taught in school. As a result, the children should feel a sense of achievement when they are asked

to read.

We also model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics in shared reading and writing,

both inside and outside of the phonics lesson and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on

language development for our children because we know that speaking and listening are crucial skills for

reading and writing in all subjects.

Daily phonics in Reception and Key Stage 1

● We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute lessons, with
additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson as quickly as possible. Each Friday,
we review the week’s teaching to help children become fluent readers.

● Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn term.
● We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of progress:

o Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and 3 GPCs, and
words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with fluency and accuracy.

o Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to read and spell words using
Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy.

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files


Daily Keep-up lessons ensure every child learns to read

● Any child who needs additional practice has regular Keep-up support, taught by a fully trained
adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class teaching, and use the same procedures,
resources and mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition, so that every child secures
their learning.

● We timetable daily phonics lessons for any child in Year 2 who is not fully fluent at reading.
These children urgently need to catch up, so the gap between themselves and their peers does
not widen. We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments to identify the gaps
in their phonic knowledge and teach to these using the Keep-up resources – at pace.

● If any child in Year 3 to 6 has gaps in their phonic knowledge when reading or writing, we plan
phonics ‘catch-up’ lessons to address specific reading/writing gaps. These short, sharp lessons
last 10-15 minutes and take place two to three times a week.

Teaching reading: Reading practice sessions two or three times a week

● We teach children to read through reading practice sessions two to three times a week. These:
o are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of approximately six children
o use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using the Little Wandle

Letters and Sounds Revised assessments and book matching grids on pages 11–20 of
‘Application of phonics to reading’

o are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each group on a regular
basis.

● Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the session do not
overload the children’s working memory. The reading practice sessions have been designed to
focus on three key reading skills:

o decoding
o prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression
o comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.

● In Reception these sessions start in Week 4. Children who are not yet decoding have daily
additional blending practice in small groups, so that they quickly learn to blend and can begin to
read books.

In Year 2 and 3, we continue to teach reading in this way for any children who still need to practise

reading with decodable books.

Books for sharing

In addition to practising their independent reading with decodable books, it is vital that children

experience a wide range of other quality children’s books that are read to them. These books play an

essential role in developing a love of reading. Through stories, children develop comprehension skills

and encounter vocabulary that they are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation. They learn about

the lives of those who are like them and also those whose experiences and perspectives differ from

their own. Sharing and discussing non-fiction books offers opportunities to broaden children’s

experiences beyond the immediate and the local. That is why, alongside the decodable book,

children take home a school library book and a high-quality fiction or non-fiction book for their

parents and carers to share with them. The important distinction is that these books are being

shared with the children, and the children only use the fully decodable book to practise reading.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-APPLICATION-OF-PHONICS-NEW-PD03-1.pdf


Home reading

The decodable reading practice book is taken home to ensure success is shared with the family.  This also

provides opportunity for children to practise their learning outside of the classroom and develop

automaticity and fluency in decoding.   Reading for pleasure books also go home for parents to share and

read to children.

Children bring home each week:

● A fully decodable book (to be read to the child’s parents or carers

● A high-quality fiction or non-fiction book (for parents and carers to read to, and share with, the

child)

● A school library book (for parents and carers to read to, and share with, the child)

Ensuring consistency and pace of progress

● Every teacher in our school has been trained to teach reading, so we have the same expectations
of progress. We all use the same language, routines and resources to teach children to read so
that we lower children’s cognitive load.

● Weekly content grids map each element of new learning to each day, week and term for the
duration of the programme.

● Lesson templates, Prompt cards and How to videos ensure teachers all have a consistent
approach and structure for each lesson.

● The Reading Leader and SLT use the Audit and Prompt cards to monitor and observe teaching;
they use the summative data to identify children who need additional support and gaps in
learning.

Following Phase 5 (Little Wandle Letters and Sounds), children work through levelled colour- banded

readers that increase the level of challenge, vocabulary and stamina as children work up through the

bands. Following the Ruby Band, children choose high quality home reading books from the

provision in the school library and class library with guidance from their teachers.

Impact
Assessment

Assessment is used to monitor progress and to identify any child needing additional support as soon as

they need it.

● Assessment for learning is used:
o daily within class to identify children needing Keep-up support
o weekly in the Review lesson to assess gaps, address these immediately and secure

fluency of GPCs, words and spellings.
● Summative assessment is used:

o every six weeks to assess progress, to identify gaps in learning that need to be
addressed, to identify any children needing additional support and to plan the Keep-up
support that they need.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GETTING-STARTED-ASSESSMENT-FINAL.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/assessment-tools/


o by SLT and scrutinised through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessment
tracker, to narrow attainment gaps between different groups of children and so that any
additional support for teachers can be put into place.

● The Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised placement assessment is used:
o with any child new to the school to quickly identify any gaps in their phonic knowledge

and plan provide appropriate extra teaching.

Key Stage 2

Children in Years 3 to 6 participate in Whole Class Guided Reading for 30 minutes every day, following

the VREADE model as set out in the Whole Class Guided Reading Plan. Each plan states the Assessment

Focus (AF) statements, from the Guernsey Reading Assessment Grids, which direct the teachers’

planning for the week.

VREADE model:

Monday (VREADE Vocabulary and context): When a new text is introduced, this lesson will focus on the

historical, social and/or cultural context of the text. Following on from that, Monday sessions focus on

the teaching and learning of new vocabulary from the text.

Tuesday (READE Read): In this lesson, the teacher reads to children from the text, and children may also

engage in choral reading and echo reading.

Wednesday (READE Explore and Apply): This lesson focuses on developing retrieval and inference skills,

through ‘Look, Clue, Think’ activities based around AF2, AF3 and AF7.

Thursday (READE Differentiate): In this lesson, children complete differentiated written tasks based

around the selected Assessment Focus for the week.

Friday (READE Extend): The teacher works with a small group in this lesson, extending children’s

understanding of the text. The remainder of the children spend the session carrying out tasks such as:

responding to feedback; developing their written responses on the tasks from earlier in the week; and

completing activities which consolidate or extend their understanding of the text.

All children read and study the same text in a Whole Class Guided Reading lesson, which may be linked

to the year group’s curriculum topics. The books that are read in the Key Stage 2 Guided Reading lessons

are listed in the Reading Spine (see Appendix).

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/assessment-tools/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TUo9CP9m7j8ABT2LW9zg1AKtH19Xku2yYQIlOej9inM/edit


Assessment of Reading

Teachers use a range of formative assessment strategies to assess the children’s reading ability.

Assessment is based on children’s written and verbal responses to the guided reading texts. Teachers

keep Guernsey Reading Assessment grids for each child.

Year 2-6 take the Suffolk Reading test once a year as an additional tool to support teachers’ judgement

when assessing reading.

All children have reading target cards which state the steps that they must achieve in order to reach the

next sub level.

Reading for Pleasure

All children are given the opportunity to foster a love of reading. In all year groups, teachers read aloud

to the children every day from a high-quality book. Staff and children discuss and recommend their

favourite books with each other. Children are also given regular opportunities to read for pleasure

individually and in pairs.

The outdoors is also used to support reading for pleasure. For example, children listen to stories around

the Story Chair and in the Nature Reserve. External initiatives, which celebrate and promote reading for

pleasure, are also embraced by the school, for example, the Guille-Alles Library Summer Reading

Challenge, Book Week and World Book Day. Children’s authors and poets regularly visit the school to

speak to children about their books, which inspires further reading.

Reading Environments

Each classroom has an inviting book corner with a range of age-related texts that cater for different

abilities. A ‘Challenge Box’ contains books which allow for stretch and challenge. Key questions are

displayed in book corners to support the reading process, and examples of children’s responses to

reading (for example, book reviews and recommendations) are also displayed.

Home Reading

Pupils in Key Stage 2are encouraged to read regularly and widely at home. Teachers work in partnership

with parents to support and encourage children to read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts. All

children have a home reading record, in which to record their home reading. Teachers encourage

frequent home reading, particularly among children who are less motivated, by giving children

opportunities to share the books they have read with each other. Reading and sharing books at home



ensures that children develop their confidence in reading and build on their reading skills, helping them

to make good progress at whatever stage of their reading ability.

During the Autumn term, we hold a Key Stage 1 Reading Evening to share our aims with the parents. The

purpose of the evening is to share our approach to reading and explain how children learn to read. We

share resources, teaching approaches, and answer queries on the reading process. Later in the Spring

Term, we hold a Key Stage 2 Reading Evening.

The Library

All children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 choose a library book each week, and learn to scan the books out for

themselves. Key Stage 2 children also have regular access to the library to choose books which can be

shared and enjoyed at home. The library is well-stocked with fiction, non-fiction and poetry books.

In Upper Key Stage 2, children are taught to become trained library monitors. This is supported by the

Schools’ Library Service, which offers training to children who have expressed an interest in the running

of the library. Several training sessions are run to teach children how to organise the daily running of the

library. This supports responsible citizenship, the world of work and our La Houguette Values.

Schools’ Library Service

The Schools’ Library Service (SLS) is a valuable resource which helps to develop reading in school.

Teachers regularly borrow sets of books (Project Loans) relating to specific topics from the SLS, which

provide the children with an additional reading resource to support their learning. Book Clubs are also

led by the SLS librarian within school which develop high-level discussion and understanding of a range

of texts. For example, Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to join a book club which meets weekly to read

and discuss the shortlisted books for the ‘Channel Islands Children’s Book Awards’ in the Spring and

Summer terms. Classes are also invited to attend the Guilles-Alles Library to listen to stories and

participate in activities. SLS also provides access to Britannica online

E-books

Children have access to a range of e-books, both in school and at home, which continue to develop

reading comprehension and promote reading for pleasure.

● Fiction Express: an online programme which includes a wide range of books at different levels,

comprehension activities, and an option to vote on the next chapter of a book that is being

written by an author.



● Sora: an online programme used by children in Upper Key Stage Two which provides access to a

range of books.

● Read Theory: a programme which focuses on developing children’s reading comprehension skills

through a wide variety of differentiated activities.

● Collins Big Cat eBooks: an online platform to read Little Wandle Letters and Sounds decodable

books

Equal Opportunities/Inclusion

All of our children have equal access to reading provision and to the resources available. We

recognise that some children take longer to develop the necessary skills and we cater for

those children by providing additional opportunities for skills development.

Pupil progress is measured and tracked to ensure that children who are not meeting age-related

expectations, or expected progress in reading, receive additional support. Regular Pupil Progress

Meetings are held where reading needs are identified, and intervention is put in place, to support

children who require further support. The impact of the interventions is closely monitored and reviewed,

alongside pupil performance, so that changes to the interventions can be made, if necessary.

Further systems of support in school include: Phonics Play; Literacy Intervention Support; Dyslexia Day

Centre; ECOF Reading Volunteers; parent volunteers who support with one-to-one reading; and Nessy

(an online programme which supports reading and spelling).

For further information on Equal Opportunities, see the La Houguette Primary School Inclusion Policy.
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Appendix

Recommended book lists for teachers

Book Trust

Books for Topics

Reading Spine

Reading Spine 2022-23

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DW-ZE28fh0_kSy083qM2uM3e3oOgPInNbhXGf2-SvH4/edit

